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Sus & iſa Roma viribus ruit. Hos. 
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Thinking, NN tighbouring Nation. I his 


Virtue, fo formidable to Bigotry and Superſti- 
tion, dares, every day, more and more, to ſhew 
itſelf openly in France, Great Numbers of the 


Clergy, as well ba the r 
being called — — _ 


Part of the Gallican Church, againſt Spiritual Uſur- 
pation and Tyranny, ſhould animate us to think like 


Men upon all Occafions ; that we may not (to the | 
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Unigenitus, is not only 


munion 

to the Privileges of 
the Gallican Church ; but ſeems calculated, 
for inliſting a Party to ſupport the Pretenfions of the 
King of Spain, to the Regency and Crown of France : 
And, conſequently, as it forces the Non-acceptant 
Party of that Kingdom, zealouſly to eſpouſe the In- 
tereſts of the Duke Regent; it will, hkewiſe, en- 
him to ſupport them. From whence (if a 
» countenanced and by the Go- 
vernment, may hope for Succeſs) Events may be 
expected, that may prove fatal to the Papal Power. 

However; I would not have my Diſciples 


too ſanguine in forming Expectations of this na- 


ture: Since (if Hiſtory does not deceive us) moſt 

Princes of that Communion, inſtead of making it 

their Glory to defend the Liberties of Mankind, 

have been inclineable to compound for them with 

the Hoh See, . 
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4 De FAZIT. N Pp 
for themſelves ; thereby fbariong the unrighteou 


France has furniſhed us with a famous f 
this Diſpoſition in Princes. Francis the Firft, though 
bound by his Coronation Oath, (and likewiſe 
Leagues, with our King Henry the VIIIth) to main 
tain the Eccleſiaſtical —— of his Kingdom 
havi an Appearance of uniting in the Deſigns 
— — — > 
Court of Rame; did, to facilitate his Deſigns in 
kak, give up the Pragmatich Sanctian; which had 
been eſtabliſhed for Law, in France, after the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, in of the Councils of 
Cen ſlance and Bal. The Pr ct Sanction was 
made in the Year Fourteen- Hundred and Thirty- 
Eight, by Charles the VIIth of France; and laid 
aſide in the Beginning of the Reign of Lewis the 
XIth, his immediate Succeſſour: But, the faid 
Lewis, towards the End of his Reign, 7 
with the Court of Rome, it was again 
in vigorous Execution. 
Tur my Readers 
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. 

may underſtand, in a few. 
Words, how far the Liberties of the Church of 
France were concerned in that Sanction; they muſt ' 
know, that it did effectually take away all the lucra- 
tive Parts of the Papal Tyranny ; famous Conc 
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of che Sanctian, was eſtabliſhed the famous Cancers 
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to the People, 46 
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IT is by no means ſurprizing, that ſuch Hardſhips « 
ſhould be impoſed upon the People, in a Country, 
where every Thing is in the diſpoſal of the Crown: ©« 
. 2 
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under Prince more zealbus to maintain the Privi- 
n and contend, 
to re-eſtabliſh the Tyranny of Po- 


brave Spirits of Fronce now ſtrive to 


| 
| N 57. Monday, Oftob. 6. 1918. 
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She reaſons fainth, whom her Heart decerves ; 
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HE following Epiſtle has given me an Op- 
y 11 this Mornings En- 


—— t. 
To the FREE-THINKER. 
'SIR, | September 25. 1718. 
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umours of Falſta did not extort 


you. 
as to let you 
me of ſome 


4 your to turn to 
* own Di * 


The Farr Trninzen N' 


> 
; 


f 


11. 


? 


fi 


. 


Hf 


ONEEGOCT acne + L484 Fn FIR « 


| pp aa. bY 34M GO 


NP 58. . ——— 


Dur Admirer, 
The FaEEZ-TRINSRK ER. 


Ne 58. — I 10. 1718. 


—— . Cruile ; — Loges ; or 


_ Antiquitas ; Senatoria 
iſciplina — cognoſcenda 
CIiCER. 
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TASE, lightly taken up, is generally as 


r SY e wed . 


A 


lightly laid aide; or, at a. ca > 
' formed. The Free-Thinker did not attempt to 
diſperſe his Lectures through the Nation, with- 
: out having, a conſiderable time HIS 
examined the Integrity and Reſolution of his 


own Heart ; the two main 
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fortune has been of a quite 


contrary 
thing in the Study of Politicks has been minded, but 


General Principles; and conſequently, the Know- 


ledge of thoſe Particulars, which are peculiar to 
the Laws and Conſtitution of England, has been al- 


moſt wholly 
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nature: No- 


Merit of our noted Sy/fematical Mriters in this 
kind: Their Works are certainly of very great uſe, 


as they ferve to eniarge the Mind, and, 3 at the ſame * 
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they are eſtabliſhed; it is obvious, that 
Knowledge of the Fundamental Parts of 


ſubject. 

T the Reader, as he peruſes 
the Smatterers in Politicks of his Acquain- 
impartially reflet with himſelf, how 


upon his em of the Laws of Nature. 


This 
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This indeed might, however, be excufable, if theſeF 10 
Patriots would be contented with the bare men- Ve 
: hat 
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it & greater ce to know, what for 
is Law, and what Remedy the Conſtitution has pro-= > |] 
vided againſt any emergent Miſchief, than to be able ace 
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Ne 59. Monday, October 13. 1718. the 

Et hoc ipſum argumentum eft in melius tranflati animi, do: 
guad witia ſua, que adbuc ignorabat, videt. alt 
Sexec. Epiſt. 6. bis 
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FF is with the utmoſt Satisfaction, that 1 take © She 
an ity, upon my Entrance into this de- Cle 
cond Half. Year, to make my Acknowledgments to 
my ingenious and friendly Correſpondents; the Se- ter: 


W 
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manifeſt a ſincere Love for Truth, for Vertue, and 
for Religion; whoſe Expectations, neverthel:{s, I 
have not, as yet, anſwered : I muſt intreat them to 
tence, I am forced to preſcribe to my 
ſelt ; and in due time, I hope to give Satisfacton to 

Man of Candour and Integrity : Let what 
has faid here (and in ſome preceding Papers) 
ſuffice, till my firſt Year is run out ; by which Pe- 
riod, it may appear, the Free-Thinker has, from the 
Beginning, promiſed nothing more, than what he 


my Advice, near two Months ago: 

ing in no wiſe deſperate, I thought I 
take it into Conſideration, at my leifure, 
ing the Conftitution of his Mind. 
is, I fear, very general ; and his Let- 
be made publick to good pur- 


Ar. Fxet-TuInKER, Auguft 16. 1718. 
os PEE it is agreed, that Friendſhip mightily 
_ not only the Pleaſures, but likewiſe 

* the of Society; it gives me a great 
deal of Concern, to find my ſelf not duly affected 
« with that noble Paſſion. I do not feel my Heart 


« greatly touched with either Grief or Reſentment | 


upon any Breach of Friendſhip ; though, at the 


« fame time, I am not conſcious, that I am defec- | 
<« tive in the common Offices of Benevolence to- 


« wards Mankind. 

I have enjoyed many delightful Hours of Inti- 
4 macy, with ſome of my moſt valuable * 
< tance: But then, in a few Months Abfence, I have 
<< loſt the grateful Remembrance of ſuch endearing 


« Confidences. Death has ſometimes robbed me 


experienced 
«© that 


« of a Friend; when, alas! I have not 
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Wen Woh with much 


Clinquant, though he is remarkadly deficient in this 
he knows the World too well to be 


e may perhaps accuſe himſelf wrongfully, by 
great a Latitude to the Word Friend- 
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and Senſibility from a wiſe Man, in which my 
Roader thinks himſelf wanting. 
Tus Multiplicity of Buſineſs, or the Viciffitude 
of Pleaſures, in great Cities, very much prevents a 
ſtrict and pathetic Attachment to this, or that, or a 
third Acquaintance : The Abſence of one, and the 
Death of another, is alleviated by the Croud. But, 
in the Solitarineſs of a Country Life, where (in a 
rn 
agreea Nou apt to 
ſtrain the Knot of Intimacy clofer, and to improve 
narrow Acquaintances into a little Band of 
riends. Here the Caſe will be different: The 
Treachery of one will be reſeated ; the Abſence of 
another will prove an Uneafineis ; and the Death of 
a: third will be lamented to the laſt. When a few 
Timber- Trees happen to be felled in a thick Foreſt, 
their Shade and their Shelter is not miſſed : But, in a 


oer err pD 2 


Friends 
and whether be has been fullciendly afared of their 
Uprightneſs and Sincerity, in their Intercourſe even 
wi : If not; it is unreaſonable in him to 
expect, the Flame of Friendſhip ſhould not languith 
in his Heart, when the proper Fewel to feed it is not 


Het 
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Nerum pot is 1. 


i Mare tencat, cum neceſſe | 
Cicrn. ad Attic. 
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JT is an Obſervation, worthy the ſerious Atten- 
tion of every Exliſt man; that Empire bas always 
followed Trade; travelling (as it were) from one 


Part of the World to another, as Commerce has 
ſhifted its Station: And, in all Countries, ill grow- 
ing, or declining, in Power, in proportion as Traf- 


fick has been encourage I or diſregarded. 
Tus political Maxim, which I have taken for 
the Motto to my Diſcourſe, ſhews this to have been 
the Opinion of a very great Man, who had been at 
the Head of Affairs in a moſt powerful State, above 
ſeventeen hundred Years ago: And the Practice of 
all Princes, who have lived fince that Time, and 
have ever defigned either to extend their Dominion, 
or to render themſelves conſiderable to their Neigh- 
bours, fully proves the Obſervation to be true. 
Tre Romans (who aſpired to nothing leſs than 
univerſal Empire) while their Conqueſts were con- 
fined within the narrow Bounds of Italy, were ſo 
—— 2 —— a Landed In- 
tereſt, as Li ates) they thought it ſcanda- 
lous for a Man of Faſhion to — any Merchan- 
diae: And, in conſequence of that Prepoſſeſſon, 
| they 
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they were not in a Capacity to make any Figure by 


Sea; an Element, little practiſed by them, and leis 
underſtood. But this Notion laſted only till they 
had an Opportunity to look more abroad into the 
World. Then Experience taught them, as they 
came to quarrel with the Carthaginiaus (who at that 


time were the great Trading People) that Com- 


merce was neceſſary to eſtablifh their Empire; and, 


that not only their Conq..cits were at an end, but 
the Poſſcffion of the Territories they had 


was precarious ; unleſs they could acquire, and ſe- 
cure to themſelves, the Dominion of the Sea. 

I muſt own, I have been led into theſe Reflec- 
tions, by the late glo: ious Naval Victory, obtained 
over the Spaniſb Fleet by Sir Gem ge Byng, in the Me- 
diterranean. This ſingle Action renders the King 
of Great- Britain as much Maſter of the Mediterra- 
man, as he has been always acknowledged to be 


Sovereign over the Britiſb Scas. 


IT is with the utmoſt Satisfaction I obſerve the 


true Lovers of their Country univerſally pleaſed, 
and infpired with a freſh Zeal for the 
dy this important 


Succeſs. And, I cannot but think, 
ſtrongly of Fanarici/m to betray any Diſ- 
prudent, and fo fortunate an 


it favours 
like to fo 


eſtabliſhing a new Maritime Power in Ex- 


rope, as the moſt fatal (and therefore the moſt un- 
| pardonable) Injury to a Nation, whoſe Glory con- 
| fiſts ir being Miſtreſs of the Sea, and whole Strength 


ia in Trade. * 
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by that memorable Ordinance, made at 
in the Reign of King Fobn of England, the 
of the (ever claimed by the Ei] is decreed, 
to take univerſally, not barely as a Civility, 
but as a Right to be paid {cum debita Reverentia) 
with due Deſerence. | 


=, 


nothing is more 
than that our Kings have ever been jealous of 
ir Nei ing uſe of any Pretext to en- 
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Ne 61. Monday, Octob. 20. 1218. 


Sit ſatis, Aneide, telis impune Numanum 
Oppetuſſe tuis : primam hanc tibi magnus Apoils 

Concedit — & paribus nan invidet armis : 

Cetera parce, puer, bello. Vine 


YL 


Ar. Fxre-TrinkKeER, October 1. 171 


« F AST Night, I was voted a very imp 
Fellow, for preſuming to contradict a M 
forty Years older than my ſelf : And notwith-/ 

a "Anfwer tothe forpiaing Werne 

* Anſwer to the furprizing Ab 

| = arm: I c 

« by no means prevail to have the harſh 1 

« revoked. | 

« Now, Sir; as you ſeem deſirous to lead ye 
into the Way of thinking and acting 
ke rational Creatures; and fince your Lectures 


eee TY 


N* 61. NFA rain. f 
Hu Vindication of my felf, I beg Leave to ac- 
* quaint that I have, to the beſt of my Abi- 
4 ti " always followed the Advice Pythageras gave 
« his Diſciples; Either to ſay ſomething better than 
Silence, or clſe to hold my Tongue. 


Tears, 
Jacos Perm. 


p. S. * Pray, Sir, take Notice, that I made three 

4 low Bows, before I offered to ſpeak: and, that 

I am willing to obſerve any other Reſpects, you 
'« ſhall think proper to be paid to my Seniors.” 


cannot, in Juſtice, refuſe giving ar 
mony in favour of my hopeful Diſciple, . Fa- 
cab Pert; who, I think, has met with very un- 
Treatment; and has good Reaſon to cx- 
pet, from me, all the Redreſs, my Authority can 
him. 
A Youth ought, indeed, always to ſhew a civil 
| Regard to his Elders : But then, he is not to compli- 
ment them, at the Expence of Truth. A young 

Man may, with Modeſty, be very ſenſible, that he 

is in the right: And an old Man may not be ſenſible, 
that he is in the wrong; or, may be conſcious of 
his Errour, andgyet not willing to own it. Raſhneſfs 
and Inexperience are the prevailing Defects of 
| Youth ; Obſtinacy and Diſingenuity, as common 
Failings of Age: But, the one are more caſily, 
and much more frequently, amended, than the 
other. The young Man's Errours may be tranſient ; 
the old Man's, probably, are permanent. If Wiſ- 
dom be the Ornament of Grey Hairs ; Ignoraygeeand 
Perverſeneſs is a Diſhonour to the Hoary Head. A 
Perſon in Years, who has employed his Time and Stu- 
dies, only to confirm himſelf in Abſurdities, cannot 
—_— claim much — from his Juniors ; 

OL, II. N 
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| is the moſt, that is due to him; and 
he is treated with Indulgence, if he does not f 
_— bly of the diſtant Stages | 

Toyj ita two by 1 
Life; let the Man of Experience be tender of. 
checking the Enquiries of one, who is growing 
up into Knowledge: And let the young Man not 
be forward to contradict a Perſon, who may de- 
liver Obſervations, of which, Time only can ſhew 
him the full Value. | 

IT is grown almoſt into an authentick Maxim 
in the Rules of Civility, that Contradiction of! 
every kind is a Rudeneſs: A Notion, which at 
once deſtroys all the Freedom of Converſation; 


and may juitly be placed in the Catalogue of vul- 


Errours. It will therefore be proper, here, to. 
. conſider ; how far Contradiction is conſiſtent with 
Good Manners; and conſequently, how far it 
not only allowable, but even commendable : In! 
ſettling of which Point, I ſhall have no Regard to 
the ſervile Reſtraints, which Pride and Ignorance” 

Tu two principal Ends of Converſation, are 
Pleaſure and Inftruftion : Neither of which can be 
fully anſwered, without the Liberty of fre 
iffering (or at leaſt ſeemiag to differ) from the 
Perſon, with whom we enter into Diſcourſe. The 
wrangling, diſputacious Man is excepted out of: 
this general Obſervation ; fince a thwarting, cavil- 
ling Temper only promotes Contention, and tends 
to neither Pleaſure nor Inſt ruction. 
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Scruples, in order to have them removed; and, at 
the ſame time, obliging the Perſon, contradicted, 
with an Opportunity of manifeſting his Skill, in 
ſolving thoſe Difficulties, which (in Civility) be is 


of 
ſed with fuch an Occation 


is power: So that, it v 
y Perſon is offended with A 
but the ignorant Man ; who Me 
indeed, runs the Riſque of 
may have acquired 
Such a one may juſtly be dilſatisfied with 
3 but, has no reaſon to be angry with his 
_ who unfortunately ftrikes upon the 


ain, at unawares. 


very much plea- 


, with the Surname at the 


been apprehenſive of the 
lively Multitude, who go by that Denomination ; 
imagining, they would prove the moſt troubleſome 


| Adverſaries to the Free- Thinker. But the Good 


Senſe of my Friend, Mr. Jacob, gives me hopes, 


that I may, in time, grow more into Credit, with 
moſt of his Name. 


Ax old Acquaintance of mine, who is no Ad- 
mirer of the Perts, has beſtowed ſome Pains to 
inſorm himſelt, in ſeveral curious Particulars re- 


B 2 lating 
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lating to this Race of Men; the moſt remarkable 
of which I ſhall tranſcribe, for the Entertainment 
of my Scholars. 

„The true 


© jnſomuch, as to paſs frequently for a Clan of 
« Intrepids. i 


Breed of the Perts is very alert; 


« true, original Appellation, was Malapert ; a Sur- | 


«<< name of Norman Extraction; naturalized in the 
* kft Century, and made a Britih Name, by | 


taking away the two firſt Syllables. 


PE | true Breed of a diſtin- 
„ puiſhable by ſeveral Singularities. Their Style, 
* and Manner of Speech, is very Laconick; their 
« Clothes of a ſhorter Cut than ordinary; and the 


« Tye of their Wigs very conciſe : But then, 
« generally exceed other Gentlemen in the 
of their Swords, and the Breadth of their Hats; 


though ſome Years ago, they were remarkable, 


for the narroweſt Hats in the Kingdom.“ | 
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Duippe etenim quam multa tibi jam fingere poſſum 
Semnia, que vite rationes vertere poffunt, 
Fertunaſque tuas omnets turbare timore ? 


Lovczer, 


N the Hiſtory of the French Academy Royal of 
Inſcriptions, there is a ſhort Diſcourſe concern- 
ing es ; from which I ſhall borrow as much 
as may give my Readers a general View, of the 
more minute and trifling Omens of Life, amongt 
the Ancients; as a very proper Supplement to my 

Lectures on Superftiti | 

Taz vain Curiofity of Mankind, to pry into 
Futurity, has in all Ages betrayed them into di- 
inencies, that are not only extra 


Tuis laſt Kind of Divination is very ancient; it 
being probable, that the firſt Inftituters of 
were likewiſe the firſt Inventers of Preſages, or 
Omens. It is at leaſt certain, that the old Inhabi- 
tants of Paleſtine were addicted to this Superſtition, 
in the Days of Moſes, who forewarns the [fraclites, 
not to fall into the Deluſions of the Nations, whoſe 
Lands they were going to poſſeſs. | 
THz Egyptians ſurpaſſed all People in the Science 


; of Prefages; infomuch that, by bringing their e- 


| En Fa 
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it into an Art. There are ſuſſicient Reaſans, 
helieve, that the Egyprians ſpread this idle Know- 


into Greece; where it was in great Vogue in 


the Time of the Trojan War. The Etrurians (an 


| the Roman Senate ſent their 
the chief Families, into Trſcam, to 


— Preſages were of divers kinds; which 
_ reduced under feven principal Denomins- 


"= Fortuttous Wards ; which were eſteemed Di- 
wine Voices, when the Authour of them was not 
known. Such was the Voice which warned the 
Romans of the Approach of the Gault; and to which 
2 Temple was dedicated, under the Name of Ain 
Loguutins. But, when the Speaker was known to 
den Man, theſe Words were called, Human Viices. 
Before the Undertaking of any Enterprize, it was 
cuſtomary to go out of their Houſes, to catch the 
Words of the firſt Man they met; or, to ſend out 
a Slave to remark what was ſaid in the Streets; and 
upon theſe Words, ſpoke as it were Chance 


{which they applied to their Deſigns) they ſome- 
Reſoluti 


times took ſerious 
II. Convulfions 
ncipally of the Heart, the Eyes, and the Brows. 
— of the Heart betokened no Good; 
and, particularly, fore-boded the i 
Friend. Convulfions in the right-Eye, or Brow, 
paſſed for a lucky Omen, A Numbneſs in the 


Ons. 
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of certain Parts of the Body; 
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Fi the Left Thumb, 
—— 


HI. A Ringing, or imaginary Noiſe, in the Ears. 
Thi, with he Ancenes Gi, th fume cn 
was of them in their Abſence. 

IV. Sneezing. This Preſage was ; and 
might be interpreted lucky, or _— accord- 
the Occaſions. For this Reaſon it was cuſtom- 


to 
ary to pray 


4250 were 144 —2 — And, of thoſe which 
after Noon, they were "moſt eſteemed, 
which came from the Right Side : But, the God 
of Love (from whatever Side they came) rendered 
them always favourable to Lovers; if we may be · 
keve Catullus. 

V. Accidental Falls. When FViie was taken; 
Camillus, obſerving the rich Plunder, prayed to 
the Gods, to avert, by fome flight Difgrace, the - 
Eavy, which his (or the Romans) Good Fortune 


might occaſion : As he made this Prayer, he-fell ; 
and his Fall was, afterwards, looked 
Preſage 


of his Exile, and of the taking of Rome 
- Ty Gauls. The Statues of Nere's Houſhould- 

tumbled down on the Firſt of January; 
which was thought to betoken the Death of that 
Prince in a ſhort time. If a Man, going abroad, 
happened to ſtumble againſt the Threſhold ; to 
burſt his Shoe-ftrings ; or his Garment, catching 
to the Chair, checked his Riſing ; theſe were taken 
for bad Omens. 

VL. Meeting certain Perſons, or Anima! If, 
upon going out in the Morning, met an 
Ethiopian, an Eunuch, a Dwarf, or a deformed 
Perſon; they were frightened, and returned home. 
r 

4 2 
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Ls, Ants, and Bees: The Meeting others, al- 


Children, who affiſted in the Sacrifices; the Per- 
ſons, who the Dedication of Temples; 
and the Soldiers, who were firſt enrolled, ſhould 


have ſuch Names, as were of an agreeable Signiſi- 
cation: And Names of a difagreeable, or an offen- 
abominated. 


five Meaning, were 
As for the Occaſions, upon which the Ancients 


had recourſe to Preſages; there was no Time, in 


which it was ſaſe to neglect them: Bur, it 
was judged to obſerve them, more eſpe- 
. any Undertaking. Hence 


> CO. o+ Ron, of ſay ing N 
what was pleaſing, on the Fir/? of January; of 
nying their Compliments with little Preſents, par- 
ticularly of Honey. This Regard to Preſages took 
place in all their religious Ceremonies, and in their 
publick Acts; which with this 3 


— felix, fanſtum, fortunatumgue ft. As great 
Care was, likewiſe, taken to attend to them, in 
private Affairs; at Meals, upon a Journey, in 
Marriages, at the Birth of a Child, &c. 

BuT the bare Obſervation of Omens was not 
ſufficient : It was likewiſe neceſſary to accept them; 
to be thankful to the Gods for them; to pray for + 
the Accompliſhment of them; and to petition for 

new Preſages, to confirm the former. On the 
a ds if the Omen had no promiſing Aſpect, } 
it was reject:d with Horrour; and the Gods were * 
beſeeched to turn afide the Event; provided it 
ſeemed an accidental Preſage: But, if it came in 
— Abt edges up, there was no 
other y, but to ſubmit to the Will of the Gods. 
Tuzzz 
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Taz were ſeveral Expedients, in uſe, to 
fruſtrate bad Omens: one of the moſt ordinary, 
to prevent the Effects of any diſagreeable Obje&; 
or Diſcourſe, was to ſpit immediately, When it 
was not poſſible to avoid ufing certain Words, 
which were reputed unlucky; the Speaker took the 

tion to renounce (by an expreſs Neteſtation} 
every Evil, his Spet ch might portend. This made 
them ſoften their Expreſſions, as much as poſſible, 
by ſubltiruting Terms of a milder Signification : 
Thus, inſtead of faying, that a Man tua: dead, the 
Phraſe was changed to, He has li: Thus, the 
Athenians called the Priſon, the Divelling ; the 
|} Executioner, the pubis Officer. py 
p A compleat Collection of the various Prefages, 
> thatare, or ever have been, in requeſt, in the diffe- 
rent Ages, and Nations of the World, would make 
not only an entertaining, but a very inſtructive 
Piece of Hiſtory. This would diſcover one of the 
main Sources of Superſtition, and expoſe ſeveral 
falſe Appearances of Religion : And it would be a 
ſtrong Argument to put the Unwary upon their 
Guard, by ſhewing them, that very flouriſhing Na- 
tions may be led into a Belief of the moſt triſling 
Abſurdities. If ſuch a Collection were impartially 
made, I am apt to believe, there would appear as 
ample a Catalogue of Follies of this kind, in the 
Chriſtian, Countrics, as in the Heathen ; and very of- 
ten, the Extravagancies, in common to both. 
Ir any of my Readers, of either Sex, find them- 
ſelves haunted with theſe Superſtitions ; I can re- 
commend to them, one very plain and eſfectual Re- 
meily, againit the Power of ſuch Deluſions. Let 
the Perſon aggrieved, take courage only for a few 
days; during which Time, let him diligently ob- 
ſerve huw frequently the moſt credited Omens (he- 
ther good, or bad,) fail 9 producing 2 
+ 28 
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of any Sort: And then, let him fairly 
how many good Chances befal him after the 
worſt Prefages; and bow many crofs Accidents 
come upons him, after the very beſt Omens: 
And the natural Concluſion will be, that the 
Hopes from the one, and ths Tween from the 
other, are only the Phantoms of a diſtempered 


Imagination. 
SR 
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Ut Piaura Preſis erit. — Hon. 


E Verſes, in the Cloſe of this Paper, furniſh 
me with a proper Occaſion to make a few 
Refleftions upon Poetry and Painting, which may 
not be to fuch as delight in either, or 
both, of theſe Arts. 

Tas furprizing Excellency, which is peculiar 
to a great Poet, is the Skill of conveying to another, 
by the Help of Words, thoſe juſt and lively Ideas, 
which rife in his Imagination, in the fame Force and 
Perſpicuity, as he himſelf conceives them. Words, 
in his ——_—_ * 'T hings: And the Deception 
proves fo the Reader forgets he is peru- 
Eng a Piece of W z or, at leaſt, takes the Poem 
for a Book of Magick, which (as he paſſes from one 
Period to another) ſurrounds him with amazing Ob- 
jecds, and drives him from Paſſion to Paffion ; trank 
E him into Joys and Griefs, Pleafures and 

with a Violence not to be reliſted, 1 
HE 
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Tu Perfection of a Maſter-Painter is, to be 
able to perform the fame Wonders by Colours, 
Which the Poet commands Language His 
5 Jdeas paſs from his Mind into his il, and riſc up- 
on the Canvaſs in their full Vigour and Proportion. 
His every Touch is a Creation: The Canvaſs is no 
a level, lifeleſs Surface; but a Scene, diver- 
fify'd with Buildings, Mountains, Foreſts ; or, per- 
haps, a Sea, deformed with Tempeſts; a Sky, en- 
raged with Storms, flaſhing out Lightning ; and 
Clouds, burſting with Thunder : Or, a Field of 
War, ſtained with Blood, and filled with Uproar 
and Confuſion : Or, perhaps, the filent, folitary 
Retreat of Sorrow and Defpair ; or, if he pleaſes, 
the enchanted Bower of Bliſs, the Reſidence of Love 
and Beauty. 

SUCH is the Efficacy of Words and Numbers ; 
and ſuch the Energy of Lights and Shades, under the 
Conduct of a fuperior Genius: Both equally won- 
derful in their Operations; Both equally pleaſing : 
But not alike inſtructive; in which Point, the Poct 
unqueſtionably claims Preheminence over the 
Painter. 

Ir would be hard to determine, which of theſe 
two Arts require the greater Power of Imagination, 
the longer I erm of Experience, and the more un- 
wearied Application. It ſeems y difficult to * 
paint in Words, or in Colours; fo as to impoſe the 
one upon the Reader, and the other on the Beholdeg, © 
for Realities. The Great Poet, and the Great 
Painter, think alike; but, they expreſs their Thoughts 
by very different Powers. I Painter's Language 
is his Colours: The Poet's ars are his Diction. 
The ſtrongeſt Colouring will fade; and the moſt ſig- 
nificant Words grow obſolete. Many of the moſt 
celebrated Writinzs of Antiquity are preſerved - 
The Paintings are all periſhed, The Painter is 
B 6 equally 
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equally underſtood in all Nations: And the Poet can 
diſtribute every one of his Performances into the 
Hands of all his Countrymen. 
Tus Poet and the Painter may mutually improve 
one another, by judiciouſly 88 each other's 
Works. The Similitudes, the Deſcriptions, and 
Metaphors of the one ; the Landskips, Figures, and 
Poſtures, of the other, equally tend to regulate, 
and enliven, the Imagination. The violent Mo- 
tions of Nature are fo very tranſient, that it is dif- 
0d Gt hs of am. Goa 
Life: Whereas, when a great Painter has fixed a 
Paſſion in a Face, the Poet may there ſtudy the 
Workings of it in the Features, at his leifure : And 
the Painter may, in his Turn, receive the like Ad- 
from the Poet. 
IT ſhews the greateſt Skill in theſe Artiſts, when | 
they arrive to the Perfection of copying happily one 


between Words and Colours, as there is between 
different And therefore, it requires a | 
ſtrong Faculty of Imaging, and a juſt Manner of | 

to be able to tranſlate out of one of theſe ' 
into the other, without loſing the Spirit. 

Trxse Obſervations are the Reſult of what oc- 
curred to me, upon opening the following welcome 
Packet from a fair Lady; in which the Reader will 
find a Poet copying, with Succeks, the Beauties of 


N 


n 


282 


from the other. There is not the leaſt Reſemblance © © 
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to me, dated from the Eſcurial. T 


To my Friend, The Fat t-THINKER. 


SIR, ow Ob. 7. 1718. 
«| Conkeb I wan o Ferke diptratbd, when I firſt 
« ſaw your Letter, in Anſwer to mine : But 
« when I had flept upon it, and read it over again 
& with cooler Reflection, I began to be ſenſible of 
« my Obligations to you, for your Plain- Dealing. 

« As a Token of my Gratitude, I fend 
« a Copy of Verſes; the moit elegant Prefent, I 
“ can make you. 

„Tut Gentleman, who writ them, ſent them 
hey expreſs 


( the Admiration, he was itruck with, at the fight 


| * of the Variety of fine Scripture-Paintings, there. 


Tam, SIR, 
SYLVIA. 
Ho bv ſacred Pourtraiture s/ 
What heavenly Charms the bright Deluſion wears ! 
Lo, unveiF'd Glories blaze, to Senſe confeſs, * 
Their dazling Forms in Shape and C ares: 


Seraph around, in Saphire Shades, are fpred ; 


Aud Shy-dipt Pencils the rich Purple fhed. 


Scene, after Scene, my raviſh'd Eyes purſue ; 


; One ſcarce enjoy d, another tempts my View. 
Here Clouds, in Streams of Geld, are taught to flew : 


See Paul entranced, in beamy Raptures glow ! 


i There, on freſh Flowers repaſed, pale Marizrs plain; 
iet netu to Blijs, and languiſhing with Pain: 


® M* a7. * 


Chernubs healing Air, and Harps, ap; 
circling Triumphs croud the pitying Sky. 


Beneath, en Earth, behold an humbler Scene; 
The meek Meſſiah, with his Pilgrim Train 
Diſeaſe, retiring, ewns his dread Command ; 


And Health, and Light, flow from the potent Hank 


There Myſftick Nuptials ſcriaus Mirth allow ; 
Ambitians Chaplets wreath his awful Brow. 


els in filent Streams ſirange Nefar pour 
— unſeen Clufters yield a Purple Shaw r : 4 


The wond'ring Gueſts perceive the inſpiring Juice; | 


And ſparkling Cups celeſtial Jays infuſe. 


The Funerals paſt, here they deſhuir of Aid; 
While mourning Loves bis tardy Steps ut braid : 


The riſing Yauth, like new-born Lillies, bloom ! 
The fri Sifters ſhake, with pleaſing Dread; 
tender Shrieks ſalute the wakening Dead. 


at ſmiling Graces my Il Eyes invade | 
Hail, bright Maria Hail, celeftial Shade“ 
Here, Virgin Innocence, and Love Divine, 
Mixt in one Face, in ſtuect Confuſion ſhine 5 * 
And, ſoftly varying , in doubtful Red, 
The tender Mother with the bluſhing laid. 


Such glorious Forms, the guilty Temples flain ; 
And Crouds, adering, lift their Hands in vain. 


Thus ancient Greece preſum'd, with / wo ng Skul 
Minerva's awful Beauties to rcveal ; you 
Into the Manſtons of the Gods t. pry, 
Aud paint the Powers conceal d within the Sky. 
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But ſee, he comes ! See, from the yawning Tomb, 
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Bold Plato thus, his Shadetuy Science taught ; 
And Athens prais d the new, harmonious Thought. 


Jain Thefts of Human Art!“ No Paint can ſhow, 
No Wirds can figure, what no Mortals know. 
Prorly, our faint Ideas all combine, 

To form an Image, of the Power Divine: 

He only his own Likeneſs can expreſs, 

And radiant Image in full Gly drefs ; 
New-mold the Clay, and with his Finger trace 
His bright Reſemblance, on the ftubborn Maſs ; 
Theſe heavenly Colours on the Mind revive, 
Inform the Heart, and teach the Soul to live. 


CER AUST) 


Ne 64. Friday, Octob. 31. 1718. 
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» 


N my Fifty-Eighth Lecture (which opens a new 
® Courſe of Studies) I have attempted to draw 
my Diſciples out of the Romance of Politicks, by 
exhorting them to acquire ſome Knowledge of the 
Laws of England, before they undertake the Go- 
verument of it. I ſhall, this day, purſue the fame 

Deſign ; 
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Deſign ; and endeavour, by ſome additional 
ſiderations, to divert that Zeal, with which -my 
Country men are poſſeſſed, of labouring to tore 
their private Schemes into Praftioe ; and 
ſtriving to introduce Alterations into the Conſtitu- 
tion; which (notwithſtanding their great Forelight) 
— ſome time or other, prove fatal to our Li 
ties, 


much the ſmalleſt Proportion of Nlen are governed, 
in their Actions, by the true Reaſon of Things. 
The Juſtice and Wiſdom of a Law enters, but lit- 
tle, into the Conſideration of the Multitude: But, 
the of a Law, and the Veneration, with 
which it is fixed in the Minds of the Pes- 
ple, are the moſt popular and forcible Motives of 
the ready Obedience, paid to it. 

Tus introducing of new Forms, is 
attended with Diſputes : And, the Gene- 
rality are beft contented, when they are governed, 
as their Fore-Fathers were. It is very ſeldom ad- 
viſeadle to attempt a Change, even for — 
in ſome Parts of a Conſtitution. The ne 
Law-givers, who have yet appeared in the 
have unanimouſly eſteemed trequent C in — 


Laws of any State to be prejudicial to it. Therefore, 


to prevent this Inconveniency, tlle did all make uſe 
of Religion, and the Belief of a divine Inſtitution, 
to over? awe the People, and make them think it the 
higheſt Preſumption and Impiety to attempt any 
Change. Thus, Numa prepoſſeſſed the Romans 


with a Notion of his Commerce with the Goddeſs 


Ageria. Lycurgus ſwore the People of Sparta, 
punctually to obſerve his Laws, till his Return from 


the Oracle of Delphes ; and then, in order to render 
their 
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their Obedience he made himſelf a volun- 
tary Exile. It is needleſs to mention Solon, Zamolxiss, 
and the other Legiſlators of ity, fince it will be 

by —— . 
— — this ing, was to create 
—— Obedience, in the People, to a 
Sytem of Law which (after the ſtricteſt Examina- 
to be founded on right Reaſon. 

1 I have advanced, in the Para- 

is not to be applied ſtrictly to thoſe parti- 
cular Laws, which relate to the ſubordinate Parts 
of Government, and the Forms, in which private 
is adminiftred : But, to thoſe general Prin- 
and Methods of Law, which are the im- 
mutable Out-lines of Government ; and immedi- 
ately relate to the Conſtitution it ſelf. 

Ir is certainly more practicable, to make a thou- 
ſand Changes in the Rules of private Juſtice, than 
one, in any main Point of the Conſtitution. I 
may exemplify the Truth of this Obſervation, by 
the Temper of my Countrymen. They remain 
ſatisſied with the ſeveral Changes, that have been 
made in the Rules, whereby their Property in Land, 
Sc. is determined: When yet, an Attempt to 
change the conftituent Parts of the Legiſlative Power; 


or, perhaps, even to depart from the very Form, 
in which thoſe Alterations are made, would (in all pro- 


| bability) create a general Uncaſinels and Jealouſy, in 


the People for the Conſequences of which, no wiſe 

Man would anſwer : And, it would be in vain to 
urge to them, at ſuch a Juncture, that the Altera- 
tion would infallibly turn to their ad- 
vantage, I believe, no Man doubts, that a Form 
of Repreſentation might be projefted, in every 
reſpect more e and more neficial tw whe 
publick Liberty than that of chuſing our Members 
of Parliament out of ſuch W TT. 
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as now have a Right to be repreſented ; and yer, F 
fancy, no Man, in his Wits, would attempt 


- 


ALTHouGHn Alterations in the ſubordinate 
Branches of Law, are ſometimes abſolutely neceſſary 
to the Adminiftration of Government; yet 2 
Change, even in them, ſhould not be frequently 
and avowedly practiſed. The People may be in- 
ſeuſibly drawn into a Practice, or Cultom, contrary 
to an old Law: When, at the fame time, they 
would, perhaps, be very much incenſed, if thay 
Law (though till then forgotten) were formally 
repealed : And therefore, it is cencrally more ad- 
viſeable, to let a Law, of any ſtanding, (unleſs the 
Inconveniencies of it are univerſally known and 
acknowledged) were obfolete, than to repeal it by 
any publick Act. 

THis was the Conduct the Romans obſerved, 


with reference to their famous Laws of the Twelve 


Tables. Thoſe Laws had been enacted with fo much 
Solemnity, that they judged it highly impolitick, to 
leſſen the Veneration, which the People had for 
them. They choſe, therefore, to let ſuch Parti- 
culars in them, as were impracticable, and, in Fact, 
contrary to natural Juſtice and Equity, grow into 


Diſuſe: Neither did they, by any Act of the State, 


annul any Portion of them, until ſeven hundred 
Years after they had been enacted. The fame pru- 
dential Conduct has likewiſe been obſerved in Ex- 


land, with reference to the: Statute of Magna | 
Charta; which, with us, is juftly held in the greateſt 
Veneration: There is a kind of ſecret Charm in the 


very Words; and the. Superſtitian of the People, 


has brought them to ſignify every Liberty and Pri- 


vilege. which they enjoy 


any Law whatſoever. 
This Statute- has been con 


med more than thirty 


Times; And, though feren Parts in Ten of it are} 
naw 
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8 obſolete, and quite out of Uſe; yet 


thereof has been nominally 


, upon this 
z who, in 
— ur" I 
in one Extreme; rr to 
the other. Among theſe People, it was an eftabliſh- 
eil Rule of Government; that every Man, who 
intended to propoſe an Aleration in any Part of the 
Law, ſhould come into the publick A ſſembly of 
the 1 (where all Propoſals of that kind were 
to be made) with a Halter about his Neck: And, 
in caſe he did not prevail with the People to ad- 


—_— he was to be hanged, upon 

the 
Txr1s Government ſubſiſted, a long time, with 
only its old original Laws, and Inſtitutions. The 
Reader will eafily imagine, that they abounced 
not in Iunovating Patriots, upon the forefaid hard 
Condition. But at laſt, however, an Alteration 
was propoſed, and- took effect, on the following 
Occaſion. The Law of Retaliation (which pre- 
vailed in all the ancient Nations through the World) 
was a fundamental Law with the Locrians, It hap- 
pened, that a certain One- Eyed Citizen had a Quar- 
rel with a Neighbour, who had two Eyes. His 
Antagonift, being very revengefu], threatened this 
unfortunate „an, that fince by; the Law (which 
was an Eye of od an Eye, &c.) it could coſt him but 
one of his Eyes, he would put out the fingle Eye 
of his Enemy. Hereupon, the One- Eyed Man fair- 
ly ventured into the publick Afembly, with a Hal- 
ter about his Neck ; and there propoſed, it might, 
for the future, be an eſtabliſhed Law, That if a 
Man, having Tivo Eyes, ſhould put out the One Eye 
of a Perſon who had no more ; the Offender ſhould 
forfeit both his Eyes. And accordingly, the People 
were 


44 TYTheFrker-Tirrnxzrx Ne No 
were convinced, That it was very juſt, he, 
blinded another, ſhould be blinded himſelf. 
Is this Manner were theſe People ſhewn the Fol. 
ly, of making thoſe Laws immutable, which rela- 
ted only to private Juſtice: And, I wiſh, the Brj. 
tans could be as eaſily perſuaded, of the Danger 
there is, in making frequent Alterations in thoſe# 
Laws, which more immediately regard the Publick. 
The Liberties of all our neighbouring Nations have | 
been loft, by not cloſely attending to this Caution, 
The ſtrongeſt Fence of publick Liberty, is that 
Enthufaſtick Veneration, which the Common Peo- 
ple conceive for thoſe Laws, that were intended for 
the Barriers of it: And every wiſe Patriot will en- 
courage this Enthuſiaſm, and make a right Uſe of 
it. For, though, ſome of our Schematiſts might 
be able to project a Form of Law, Cc. which, a 
ſtractedly confidered, may appear as uſeful as that, 
which we enjoy; pet fink that Strength and Autho» 
rity would be wanting, which can be derived only 
from a long, kabitual Obedicrce of the People, 
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HE Criticks have univerſally 
duce the Poets, of all 
general Diſtribution, by ſorting 
5 making not the 
for the different. The fame Rule 
as equitably hold with relation to 

- Character in Life, the Sublimity 
mits not of Mediocrity. The Cod King (w 
alone, is the Great One) can, only, make his Sub- | 


© a8 >> 


Tux Monarch may not ſurpaſs the Philoſopher 
un the Love of Virtue, in Wiſdom, in Courage; 
neither in the F 
of the Mind : The glori 


Whole Nations feel the Emotions of his Heart : 
And he makes Millions glad, when he thinks a- 
„ his Reſolutions into Ac 


GREAT 


5 0 


34.88 2 220138584211 8e 


3 85 g E28 1 5 | 43-16 
111 1145 4 I; 11215 0 Jet HH 
2770 1101 

17232 

124 Jas 
17 | 2732 
n 111155 


THE HIT. 


112115 


N*65: Re FAIZIE-T III EEA. 47 

Tuts Reflections are intended to awaken in 
my Countrymen, the-moſt grateful Remembran- 
ces of a Monarch, whoſe Virtues claim Ac- 
know t from the Britons, while they re- 
tain a Senſe of Liberty. "The two Days, fucceed- 
ing to the preſent,” will for ever be diſtinguiſhed 
in our Chronicles: The firſt gave the Prince of 
Orange to the World; the ſecond gave King William 
to England / He landed, and our Fears vaniſhed: 
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to the aſt. What i Schemes did he plan! 
What wei Negociations did he bring to 8 
Concluſion |! hat deſperate Battles did he fight! 
What black Confpiracies did he efcape! And 
what Clemency did he not manifeſt to his moſt 


- 
As to his auſpicious Reign over this Nation, I 

may fay, it was one continued Series of Actions 
for the Welfare of the People: And I appeal to 
the Publick Acts, and Records, of his Time, when 
I affirm that none of our Princes, his Predeceſ- 


wanders, and the Cæſars, with Abhorrence: 
Hiſtory abounds with Ambitious Monarchs ; we 
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Here, Prudence, ever Virgin Love, prefides * 
The Happy Wives, are not the happig Brides. 
AXONYM. 


— — 


(ing that I have not yet compleated eight 
Months in the Exerciſe of my Office ; I think, 
I have given the helpleſs Sex ſufficient Proofs of my 
Readineſs to ſerve them. This, no doubt, has late- 
ages one of my Pupils to place great Con- 
in me, in a very weighty Affair; which re- 
ires Diſpatch: And, I am forry, I have wanted 
Laikure to comply ſooner with her Requeſt. 


To the FREE-THINEKER. 


SIX, October 23, 1718. 
* ] am a young Woman, who have little or no 
« Pretenſions to Beauty; though, I am not ble- 
« milhed with any Deformity ; and, I am told, I 
am, all together, very well; and, in the Opinion 
+ of fome, even agreeable. I am of a good, but 
* unfortunate, Family ; and, I have had the Edu- 
* cation of a Gentlewoman: Though, by the Mis- 
< fortunes of my Parents and Relations, I am like to 
de xo Fortune. | 

I have not the leaſt Symptoms of Coquettery 
* in my Nature: I never was fond of the Conver- 
* fation of your Sex; and, have been remarkably 

Vor. II. C careful 
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careful to ſhun the Company of young Gentle. 
< men. This is my known Character ; and, from 
< my grave Looks, my Acquaintance have, all 
4 along, predeſtinated me to marry ſome old Man, 

«© Now, Sir, you muſt know, there is a cer. 
<< tain Gentleman in the World, well advanced in 
_ « Years; in plentiful Circumſtances; and, with- 

© out an Heir. I have ſeen him ſeveral times, in 
<< publick ; and could like him, very well, for 2 
4 Husband : But, Fam at a loſs, how to let him 

* know, my Approbation of him, without expoſing 

„% my Reputation, and offending againſt the Rule 
of Modeſty, which Cuſtom has preſcribed to u 

« Virgins. I think no Perſon fo capable to adviſe 
<< me in this Difficulty, as your ſelf. 
I remember, when a great Lord, who had ta- 
© ken a Wife without a Portion, came to preſent 
his Lady to the late Queen; her Majeſty wa 
<« pleaſed to ſay, I like your Choice very well, my 
« Lord; Money you have ns Occaſion for; and, in 
« this Lady you are fecure of Virtue. It you can 
«© perſuade my Gentleman to be of the ſame Opi- 
„ nion, I ſhall ſtudy to make him happy: And, I 
« am fatisfy'd, you think too juſtly to cenſure 2 
„ Woman, who, in a vertuous Way, would be 
«< glad to advance her Fortune. 

« hope you will be fo generous, as to let 
* ſoon have your Advice: If there comes any 
« of it, I ſhall, in due time, acknowledge it; 
you may depend upon receiving one of my Wei 
ding Favours. I am, Sir, with due Reſpect, 


Fours, 
Au A114 


H. S. *I had almoſt forgot to acquaint you, t hat 
I excel in making Water-Gruel, Milk-Porridg 
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« and Caudle: I have always been my Father's 
« Dreſſer ; I underſtand the decent Tye of a Cra- 
vat; and the grave Adjuſtment of a Wig to a 
« Nicety ; and can air a Night-Cap with any Wo- 
« man in the Nation,” 

AMALITA has reprefented her Caſe in fo ju- 
ſtifiable a Manner, that I am far from difapproving 
her Project; or, from thinking, that her Inten- 
tions are not both honourable and prudent. She 
F ſeems to be compleatly qualined for the Condition 
| of Life, ſhe chooſes: And if ſhe proves fo fortu- 
nate, as to accompliſh her I ſhall be proud 
of attending her in the Quality of a Brideman. In 
the mean time, to forward the mutual Happineſs of 
beth Parties, I ſhall deliver my Sentiments impar- 
tially on either fide; and the rather, becaufe they 
may be of ſervice to ſeveral diſcreet Virgins, who 
may be engaged in the like Purſuits. 

fr ſhews great Moderation of Mind, in a young 
Woman of no Fortune, to be able to like an old 
Man, who can ſupply fo material a Deficiency. 
And it is certain, that there are Agreeablenciles in 
Age, which (upon the whole) a ferious "Temper 
may think, not inferiour to thoſe of Youth, The 
calm, equal Satidfactions, which may be found in 

the one, do (at leaſt) ballance the eager, unequal 
dd} Raptures of the other. Happineſs may be compa- 
ach red to a gentle, regular Stream, that always flows 
d-$ alike: Tranſport is a Torrent, which for a few Mo- 
„ments rages, and having no ſettled Source, ſoon 
leaves its Channel dry. My Correſpondent wiſely 
prefers the Durableneſs of the firſt, to the Violence 
14.4 of the latter; and has learnt to conduct the moſt 
bead-ſtrong, blind Paffion, with Prudence and 
i} Foreſight, 
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Tur beſt Advice I can give Amalia, to direct 
ker in her preſent View, is to conſider; that a Per- 
fon advanced in Years, and Experience, is not to 
be engaged by the Methods, which the Sex prac- 
tiſe, with ſucceſs, upon young Men. Coyneſs, 
Difficulty of Acceſs, ſtudied Quarrels, little Jealou- 
fies, and vexatious Diſappointments, will entirely de- 
feat her Hopes. The wealthy old Man, is to be 
ſecured by a modeſt, ready Compliance to his Pro- 
poſals : He makes Love, as he would make a Pur- 
chaſe: He comes with ready Money; and though 
he may like the Cargo, yet he expects, there ſhould 


not be many Words to the Bargain. "The leaſt Cold- 


neſs makes him fly off, and imagine the young La- 
dy has a Contempt for the Wiſdom of Age, and is 
ignorant of the ineſtimable Value of Money. 
'SixCE I have no Hint given me, whereby to 
gueſs at the particular Perſon, "Amalia deſires to 
make happy; I muſt here addreſs my ſelf, in gene- 
RG: Wh ' who are at their 
own Diſpoſal. a Batchelour has 
into Lite ; ia fm gt Fad apt, 
vive his Band of Intimates; and, to live like an 
Alien; in his Native Country. His Home is 2 
joyleſs Cave to him, by Night; and, the moſt po- 
pulous City a Deſart, by Day. In this comfortlefs, 
forlorn Condition, there is no Relief equal to a 
young, virtuous Wife ; who will, at all times, prove 
à pleaſing Companion, and a tender Friend. I 
ſpeak to Perſons of Reflection; and therefore, l 
need not be more particular in my Advice, I ſhall 
only add an Obſervation of Montagne's; that the 
very conv with Youth, drives off old Age; 
and prolongs the Chearfulneſs of the Mind. It 
ſeems, to me, like preſerving a tender Conſtitution, 
by removing into 2 wholeſome Air, and a warm 
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Wives full of Ten- 


ples, drawn from Perſons of great 

flattering Inducements to a liberal Mind; I 
ſhall refer my Readers, of either Sex (whom this 
Diſcourſe may concern) to Plutarch's Life of Pom- 


po; where, they may find the youthful Cornelia 


partaking the Diſtreſſes of her unfortunate Lord, 
in the moſt affectionate Manner; and, bitterly la- 
menting his Death, in the Nine and fiſtieth Lear 
of his Liſe. 
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Omnes homines, P. C. (ui de rebus dubiis conſultant, 
ab odio, amicitia, ira, atque omni miſericordia, 
vacuos efſe decet. Farid f:cile animus verum pro- 
videt, ubi illa officrint  neque quiſquam omnizem 
lubidini mul S wha tarut. SALLUST. 


morrow is the Day appointed, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Proclamation, for the Britiſb Parlia- 
ment to aſſemble: A Senate of the moſt ample Pri- 
Vileges, and of the greateſt Dignity, in the World ; 
an Aſſembly of free-born Subjects; not ſo, by any 
Ulurpations of the People; but by the ancient 
Laws and Conftitution, of the Realm. | 
I ſhall not, here, attempt to ſpeak of the Rights 
of Parliament ; nor of the whole Duty of the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes; Intending to take an Oppor- 
tunity to conſider that fundamental Branch of our 
in its proper Place, within the Com- 

C 3 pals 
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Paper: and, more eſpecially, thoſe upon 


of Truth; without which diſintereſted Principle of 


one, in a ſelect Society; who met, in the Evening, 
to commemorate the G/:ri2us, and (J hope) Immor- 
tal, Memary of King /i!licm. The Company 
conſiſted, chiefly, of Members of the Horſe of 
Commons. There were preſent two young Repre- 
7 — of promiſing Parts, engaged in oppoſite 

nteretts; each warm in his Party; and, fanguine 
alike, in their different Concluſions, as to the Re- 
folutions of the Parliament, now ready to meet. 


When theſe Gentlemen had gone on, ſome time, 


in the Heat of their Debates, and in Pelting each 
other, by Turns, with provoking Healths ; Probus 
(putting back his Wig, and thereby diſcloſing the 
Authority of his grey Hairs) gave the Signal of 


Silence with his Hand; and moderated the De- 


bate, in Words to the following effec. 
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GenTLEMEN, . 
manner, at- 
of the Com- 
of you both, 
Britain, I may be 
4 heard, Patience and 


1 Þ 


« It 


: 


1 
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the Hopes of obliging, or 
« difobliging, a Great Man; they obſerve a diſho- 
„ nourable Neutrality, having nei 
* rage to oppoſe what they judge to be 
4 nor the Honeſty to ſtand by what they think to 
* be Right. They are Soldiers, who hide 

* ſelves in the Day of Battle. 
* You are young Men: You are our 
&© tion, and our Hope. I have been 
not 


SOUTD EE 
1} 
ZE 


15 


36 Me Fr Tuinx ER. N® 67. 
: Neither do you, Sir, go thither, with a 


Ys, La- 


*+* Bitterneſs of Language, and Terms of Reproach. 
* You meet not to Revile, but, to Reaſon: You 
„ meet as Friends, and Countrymen ; Fellow-Ci- 
« tizens, and Fellow-Labourers, for 200 Own, 
and the Common, Weal. The beſt Man may 
err in his judgment: And, even a dif 
as is moſt effetually refuted, without paſ- 
« fron. Be not aſhamed to be convinced, by an 
* Ad : Adhere to Truth ; and be not too 
& confident, that there may not be a Free-Thinker 
* amongſt you. 

* REMEMBER, your Counties, and your Bo- 
% roughs, do not ſend you into Parliament, to 
give you an Opportunity to make your own 
„Fortunes; but to take care of theirs. Beware, 
therefore, how you beſtow your Voice; It is the 
Voice cf your Country. 

* REMEMBER, though you were choſen the 
« Repreſentatives of a ſingle Corporation; yet, you 
enter the Houſe of Commons, to ſerve for the 
« Intereſt of the whole Kingdom. As ſoon as the 
*« Parliament fits, you, Sir, are more than Knight 
of a Shire; and, your Friend is more than the 
Deputy of a Corporate Town: You both, im- 


% meciately, commence Patriots, and Legiſlators, F. 
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« of Great-Britain; and, are enlarged in your 
« Power, by being made equal. 
= Remember; the King calls you 
. his Royal Proclamation, to ft for 
60 22 the Be of divers weighty and important-Af- 
« fairs. Let your Doeliberations be void of Ani- 
« mokities ; __ of all Intereſts, but thoſe of the 
6s Community ; ; and, free from all Paſſion, but 
« the Love of your Country. It, there be not 
« Wiſdom in the Multitude of Counſellours, the 
« Confuſion will be great, in proportion to their 
« Number. In a word, ſuch is our Degeneracy 
« at Home; and ſuch the Situation of Affairs 
« Abroad ; that you, and your Children, may 
& have reaſon to reflect, with Satisſaction, on the 
A prudent Reſolutions of this Sehon; or, ſorcly, 
to regret the Loſs of the Opportunity, now gi- 
« yen you, to make your ſelves, and your Poite- 
« rity, a Powerful, and Flouriſhing, People; the 
* Envy, and Admiration, of the Nations round 


N 68. Friday, Nov. 14. 1719. 
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Perſonam tragicam forte Nulpes viderat : 
O guanta ſpecies, inquit, cerel mum non havet ! 
PHzDe 


HE great Affairs of the State, which ca!l 
our Scnatours together, from the different 
Parts of the Kingdom ; ; bring, likewiſe, the fine 


C5 omen, 


may be conſidered, as the Repreſentatives of the 


difperſe, with the Parliament: Publick Buſineſs, 
and Publick Diverſions, have the fame Seaſon; 
and, they ſerve to relieve each other. 

AnonG the reſt of the fair Tribe, Aurelia 
my Favourite Diſciple) is arrived. IFedneſday, in 
the Evening, I went to pay my Reſpects to her; 
and, at the fame time, inform my felf of the Pro- 

refs, ſhe had made (during the Vacation) in Free- 

hinking. I found her a very apt Scholar; per- 
fectly Miſtreſs of the Truths, I have inculcated ; 
and in great forwardneſs, to become a moſt lovely 
Philoſopher. She defired, I would take timely 
Care to prevent (if poſſible) or, at leaſt, to dif- 
countenance Maſquerades, this Winter: And when, 
J had finiſhed my Viſit, I immediately retired 
Home, to comply with her Requeſt. 


promiſed, to fate a favourable Opportunity to ad- 
moniſb the Ladies, againſt the Innovation of Maſque- 
rades ; and all E xceſſes of Gayety. I, then, thought, 
it would be philoſophizing to little purpoſe, ſhould 
I attempt to write againſt this Extravagance; when 
the Seaſon, for it, was expired. On the firſt of 
Augu/?, I took an Occation, from the Day, to ſpeak 
of publick Games or Exerciſes; and hinted, that 
I ſhould (in due time) conſider publick Shews, or 
ies: And now is the Time, when I may 
hope, my Reflections, on this Subject, may have 
ſome Influence over my Diſciples. 
As, in the Choice of publick Sports and Exerciſes, 
Care ſhould be taken, to prefer ſuch Games as 
tend to improve the People (in their different Sta- 
tions) in ſuch Feats of Activity, as may make them 
| ſerviceable 
Ns 13. 
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Women, the T:a/ts of the Nation, to Town ; who 
Rritib Beautics, The gay Aſſemblies meet, and 


My con/tant Readers, may remember, that I | 
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ferviceable to the Community; fo likewiſe, it be- 

does the Civil Magiſtrate not to authorize, nor = 

- even to ſuffer, any Shews or Spectacles, of a pub- | 

lick nature, which do not, in ſome degree, im- 

prove (at leaſt, not corrupt) the Minds of the Peo- 

ple, while they are divertcd. 

Axvor hex Maxim of common Senſe, which 
I ſhall venture to recommend, upon this Subject, 
is; that, in a free Country (more eſpecially) pub- 
lick Spectacles ſhould be exhibited at as moderate 
an Expence, as Elegance, and Decency, will per- 
mit; and ſhould be fo contrived, that the Perſons 
of an inferiour, and middle Rank, may inoffenſive- 
ly be admitted to partake of the Diverſions, toge- 
ther with thoſe of the beſt Faſhion. By this Means, 
one great Branch of Luxury is cut off; there is a 
Dignity maintained, in the Spirits of the Multi- 
tude ; and a Degree of Politeneſs diffuſes itſelf ; 
through the ſeveral Orders of the Spectatours. 

I thall be anticipated, here, by my Reader; who, 
probably, will be before-hand with me, in approv- 
ing Theatrical Repreſentations. And, indeed, if 
our Writings, for the Stage, were always circum- 
{ſcribed within the Rules of Good Manners; and 
Men of Genius were encouraged to Employ their 
Wit, wholly, in favour of Vertue, and Good Senſe ; 
and to adorn ſuch Subjects, more eſpecially, as fall 
m with the true Principles of our Conſtitution ; 
no Entertainment could be invented 1 amu- 
ſing, nor half ſo inſtructive, as a good Play, juſtly 
repreſented. 

Or ERAs are a very elegant Diverſion”; but more 
confined in Eng/and, by reaſon of the Expence 
required to ſupport them; and, becauſe the People 
are not, ſo univerſally prepared to underſtand the 
Language of Muſick, as they are to apprehend Ex- 
preſtzons of Wit and Senſe: Therefore, amongſt us, 

C 6 Operas 
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Operas cannot, yet, be ſo pr operly accounted pub- 
lic Shews, 2 for a ſelect Audience. 

THERE are publick Spectacles, that are not of 
fo refined a Nature; nor much attended to by 
Perfons of Diſtinction ; which, nevertheleſs, may 
be very proper, and have no ſmall Inf:ence upon 
the People, for their Good. Such, in particular, 
is the Lord Maysr”'s Shew, in the City: Such are 
the folemn Proceſſions of Corporations ; or of any 
trading Companies; or Artificers; on ſtated Days, 
Theſe Pageantries ferve to inſpire the Youth, with 
a Love for their Privileges, and their ſeveral Vo- 
cations ; to quicken their Induſtry ; and, to make 
them ambitivus of arriving at the Honours, and 
Dignitics, which fall within their reſpective Scenes 
of Life. 

Fr, likewiſe, becomes the Prudence of a Magi- 
ſtrate, to inſtitute publick Spectacles, of an inferiour 
kind, to be exhibited (at proper Times) to the Po- 
ue ; Amuſements, fuitable to their Capacity. 

he Art, in this point, is to divert them with ſuck 
Shews, as may let in, at their Eyes, ſome very po- 
pular, and material, Inſtruction; and diſpoſe them 
to become true Proteſtants, and 
while they rejoice. Of this kind, is the ancient 
and laudable Cuſtom, of burning the Pope, on the 
Fifth of November; and in Commemoration of 
Queen Elizabeth. I am forry to ſee this Ceremony 
is not performed, of late Years, with the uſual 
Pomp and Triumph ; fince, under proper Regula- 
tions, it always has been, and always will prove a 
ſtronger Antidote againſt Popery, to the Multitude, 
than all the Writings of our Refor mers. 

Tus far, in 
Games, and publick Shews, in two Lectures. I 
come now to conſider the Innovation of Maſque- 
reaes, introduced into this City, in our Time, by 

| 4 


good Sabjecb, 


general, concerning publick | 
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2 French Duke; whoſe chief Buſineſs was to ſeduce 
us, by ſpecious Appearances; and to undermine 
the Vertue of the Nation, by fuch Methods of 
Luxury, and fuch Maxims of Policy, as (I hope) 
none, but a Foreigner, will ever have the Confi- 
dence to approve. 

MasqQueRADEs may paſs for a very arch 
Contrivance in Countries, where Jealouſy paſſes for 
Wiſdom ; where every Maſter of a Family locks 
up his Women ; and where the two Sexes never 
have an Opportunity to converſe promiſcuouſly, 
but in Diſguiſe. In Great-Britain, the Ladies are 
as free as the Gentlemen; and we have no Diver- 
fons, nor publick Amuſements, in which the one 
may not appear, without Offence, as frankly, as the 
other, in their proper Perſons. 

Trey muit have very mean Notions of Po- 
liteneſs, who can imagine this outlandiſh E xtrava- 
gance, any Improvement in our national Diver- 
hons. The wearing of an edd Mask, or a whim- 
fical Habit, is a very poor, mechanical Way of be- 
ing witty. And, I am pleafed to find, our Maſ- 
queraders compleatly awkward, in their borrowed 
Characters. Without anſwering Queſtions, they 
expect their Dreſs ſhould ſpeak for them: They 
ſtalk about, like 2 Croud of Mutes; and the Great 
Room in the Hay-Market, upon theſe Occafions, 
reſembles (faid 2 pleaſant North Briton) the Ward- 
robe of ſome ancient Gothic King, animated by 
Goblins. 

Ir we compute the Expence of the Habits, and 
the Excefliveneſs of the Subſcriptions, to furnifh 
out theſe Scenes of Folly; the Contributors will 
juitly fall under the Cenſure of a ſevere Proverb. 
Perſons of Quality, and Faſhion, ſhould never 
debaſe their Liberality, by laviſhing away Money, 
to countenance, in 2 publick Manner, any Contri- 

| vance, 
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vance, which cap never tend to improve any kind 


of Knowledge, or Elegancy in Life. 
I forbear to mention here the ſeveral Inconveni- 
encies, in fo populous a City, of this new Stra 


to ſubvert our Good Senſe ; hoping, the ſober Part 


of my Countrymen may not be offended with it, 
this Winter. But, before I lay down my Pen; I 
beg Leave to intimate to our fine Ladies, that the 
Women of Quality, in old Name, would not have 
disburſed the ſmalleſt Piece of Coin to ſupport 2 

and yet would, in a Body, make the 
largeſt Subſcriptions to ſerve the State; even, to 
the Generoſity of parting with theit very Bracelets 
and Jewels, freely and unasked, for the Good of 
their Country. 
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Fremant omnes licet ; dicam quad ſentio : Bibliatbe- 
cas Mehercule emnium Phil:/phoarum Unus mihi 
videtur xii Tabularum Libellus, uiilitatis Uber _ 
tate, ſuperare. CICER. dc Orat 
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Te purſue my Courſe of * P/;tic#s : I have of- 


ten wondered how it comes to paſs, that a 
Knowledge of the general Principles of the com- 
mon Law of England (eſpecially as to ſuch Parts 
of it as relate, more imme iately, to the Conſtitu- 

tion) 
Ne 58, 64. b 
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© tion) ſhould not be made the principal Accompliſh- 
ment, in the Education of a Britib Gentleman, 
rere is nothing, in which the Publick is more 
| nearly concerned, than in the early Notions and 
'F Principles, which are inſtilled into thoſe Perſons, 
; | whoſe Birth and Circumſtances, place them in ſuch a 
| Rank, in this free Nation, as may juſtify their Pre- 
tentions to the higheſt Employments in the State. 
| Tus Romans had a particular Regard to this 
' | Conſideration. Great Care was taken to inſpire, 
' | betimes, the Sons of their Nobility and Gentry, 
| with a Love, and even a Fondneſs, for the Laws of 
| their Country. They were taught to repeat, by 
| heart, the moſt remarkable Articles of the famous 
Laws of the Twelve Tables; which, to them, were 
in the Nature of our common Law ; the Fountain, 
from whence all their other Laws did ſpring. In 
the Practice of Oratory, the Vouth were frequently 
put upon exerciſing their Eloquence on. a feigned 
Diſpute in their Laws. This early Impreſſion re- 
mained freſh in their Minds, to their lateſt Age; 
and was, perhaps, the true Motive of that lofty 
Commendation, which Tully gives to thoſe Laws, 
in my preſent Motto. 

Ir is a Misfortune, our Common Law is not di- 
geſted into a Method, which might render the Study 
of it eaſy to every Gentleman : If this were 
pily performed; my Readers would not be ſurpri- 
zed, when I venture to affirm, that Cicero's Rapture 
is as juſtly applicable to the Laws of Zngland, as 
to the Laws of the twelve Tables. 

I know very well, that all Perſons, who are pre- 
judiced in favour of the Civil Law, will imme- 
diatlely reflect upon the ſeeming Abſurdities, that ap- 
pear in ſeveral of our Engliſb Forms. Let me aſfure 
theſe Gentlemen, that the Forms of the Roman Law 
as it ſtood in the Time of Cicero, and when their 
ire was in its greateſt Glory) were much more 
di- 
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ridiculous, than any Form, that has ever yet been 
iſed in England. 

I am very far from imagining, that every Gentle. 

man ought to qualify himſcif to become a Barr/ter ; 
Though, I think it abſolutely neceſſary for him, to 
acquire ſome Knowledge of the £E:g/1 Hiſtory 
and a ſufficient Skill in thoſe Laws, which are re- 
quiſite to the diſcharging of any Fruit, or Em- 
ployment, he may pretend to. It he is not willing 
to undergo this Fatigue, he ſhould be ſatisfied, and 
even deſirous, to remain unemployed ; or, aſpire, 
at fartheſt, to nothing beyond a Sine- Cure. The 
Happineſs of a People, depends on the Knowledge 
and ity, as well as on the Integrity, of the 
Perſons, who have the Direction of publick Affairs: 
And, it is obvious, that a general Knowledge of the 
Law, is as neceflary, in the internal Parts of the 
Englihh Government, as Arithmetick is, in order to 
any Branch of Trade without Confuſion. As 
for the Qualifications, which are requiſite for the 
external Parts of Policy, I ſnall ſpeak of them in 
another Lecture; and, upon Enquiry, I fear, my 
Countrymen will be found to be as unduly qualified 
tor publick Buſineſs, in this reſpect, as in the other. 

I remember, Sir Jahn Forteſcue obſerves, in his 
Book of the Commendation of the Laws of England, 
That none but Noblemen, or Ge:tlemcn born, were 

learned inthem: Admitting hisObſervation to be true, 
the preſent Age of Noblemen, and Gentlemen, of the 
greateſt Eftates, is the Reverſe of the Age, in which 
he flouriſhed. In our Univerſities, there are Pra- 
feſſours of the Raman Law: and, Lectures are read 
(or, ſuppoſed to be read) in the Schools, upon ſome 
general Titles thereof. The Students requiring, by 
this Means, a ſmall ſmattering in the Civil Law, 
contract an early Prejudice againit the Laws of their 
native Country, Prepoltcrous Method of E, 

tion! 
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tion! How contrary is it, I do not fay, to the Prin- 
inles of true Politicks; but, even to common 
Senſe! Nothing can fit a Man for publick Buſineſs, 
but a Knowledge of the publick Laws of his Coun- 
try; and nothing can ſo much engage him in the 
Study of them, as his being timely poſſeſſed with a 
Lore, and Veneration, for them. 

| How can we expect Men ſhould be zealous in 
- | Defence of thoſe Laws, which they are taught to 
deſpiſe in their Youth? And I appeal to the Teſti- 
mony of the Generality of Men of Letters; whe- 
ther moſt of our young Gentlemen do not come out 
of the Univerſities, with the higheſt Veneration for 
the Civil Lato; and as great a Contempt for the 
Common Law of England: Though at the fame 
time, I muſt do them the Juſtice to own, they 
have about an equal Share of Knowledge in both 


* 


I do not charge this Fault, ſo much upon the 


Members of the Univerſities, as upon their Conſti- 
tution ; which obliges them to adminifter Juſtice in 
their Courts, according to the Rules of the Civil, 
| and not of the Common Law. Which is a Fault not 
| | to be remedied by themſclves. 

Hexce, chiefly it is, that our Youth, though. 
early vexed with Ambition, as any young Men 
in the World, never ſo much as think of the Laws 
of the Land, in their eager Purſuits after Employ- 
ments. But, as ſoon as they bave a little improved 
their conſtruing of the Clayjick Authours, into what 
they call a Ta/te of Foetry, and polite Learning ; 
they make the Tour of France, and Ita; learn 
their Exerciſes ; gaze upon fine Buildings, Paint- 
ings, and Statues ; and fo come home to ſet up for 
Miniſters of State, upon theſe gay Accomplifhments ; 
utter Strancers to the Cuſtoms, and Humour, of 
their own Country; ard, often ignorant of the 


very Geography of the I... 
Opn 
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Op » Qualifications theſe, for a Politician} 

Could I ſuppoſe theſe Tinſel Sguires had ever heard 

f the Story, I ſhould be apt to imagine, they acted, iy 

earneſt, upon the Maxim, which the great 

Swedib Minifter, Count Ozeftierne, delivered, in 

Railery, to his Son; whe was difkdent-of bis Ca- 

pacity for Buſineſs, from his Want of Knowledge 

and ience : Necis, mi fili, nam pauca mund 

regitur ſapientia ! Thou kn:yweſt nat, my Son, how 
little FFiſdom governs the world ! 

THrs Principle of. Self-Love may indeed, be 
alledged in favour of the diſqualihed Gentlemen, 
who undertake the Execution of Offices, merely, 
as they find them convenient, either to gratiiy their 
Ambition, or their Avarice ; or, to repair a ſhat- 
tered Fortune: Let me, therefore, inſtead of bla» 
ming them, accuſe the Judgment of thoſe Perſons 
who ſometimes do, as it were, clameur the Men of 
lively Imagination, and glittering Parts, (fit, perhaps, 
for every Thing, but Buſineſs) into Employ ments; 
which, otherwiſe, they could never have entertained 
the leaſt Hopes of obtaining. I have often thought, 
no People, but my Country men, were ever poſſeſ- 
fed with this Humour: When turning over Alias, 
I met with a Story, which is a juſt Parallel to what 
has been practiſed amongſt our ſelves. 

Phrynichus, a Poet of great Repute in Atheng 
once took an Opportunity to employ his Muſe in 
the Service of his Country. The Athenians hap» 
pened to be engaged in a War: Whereupon, this 
Gentleman immediately writ an excellent Copy ei 
Martial Verſes, to inſpire his Vellow-Citizens with 
Courage and Reſolution. My Readers may imagine 
his Oue to have been much of the ſame nature, with 
our Song of Britons ſtrike Home, &c. The wile 
People of Athens, were fo highly pleaſed with the 
Poet's Performance, that they choſe him Gene- 
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the ſanftify d, cenſorious Fair : 
virtuous N Iman, has a cheerful Air. 
Ingennous Minds are, ever, leaff preciſe ; 
And Prudes are, only in Appearance, Wiſe. 
Axox vu. 


T ſometimes happens, when I have treated 2 
— that I am at a leſs for a Head-Picce 

my Paper ; to ſpeak in the Printer's Language. 
In this Diltreſs I have, of late, apply'd my felt to 
my Friend Anonymus; who, immediately, furniſhes 
me with an EN Couplet, or two, for my Pur- 
pole; that the Ladies may, now and then, have a 
legible Motto ; and be able to underſtand the Half- 
Sheet, from the Beginning to the End. I think it a 
Juſtice to my Readers, to let them into this Secret ; 
to fave the Inquiſitive, the Perplexity of gueſſing at 
the Authour I cite; and the Trouble of Hunting, 
in the Miſcellany Poems, for Verſes, which are to 
be found, only in the Free-Thinker. As for the 
Lines above, the following Letter will immediately, 


few, 
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ſhew, how pertinent they are to my preſent Oecz- T. 
ſion. | anda 


Afr. Faze-Trminxrn, Oftber 23. 1716, 
* pg Aavinc obſerved, in feveral of your 
os Lectures, the tender Regard you bear to 
4 our Sex; and the Readineſs you profeſs, to re- 
« claim our little Follies, when they are not in- 
« conliftent with the Diznity of your Character; 
I thought I might implore your Affiltance, to 
« yindicate the few, inoffeniive Liberties, we en- 
joy, from the Cenſures of the Prudes. 

* ALL the Company, I received yeſterday, waz 

«© inſeſted by one of theſe Maliznants: The in- 
* nocent Mirth of the Tea- Fable was called. in 
« queſtion, the Liquor it ſelf ſtiled Luxury and 
*« Wantonneſs; and the little Sallies of Wit and 
* Satire, which ufually attend that Ceremony, and 
„ are mutually given, and received, amongſt us, 
& without Offence, were termed profane and im- 
* pious. When I read one of your diverting Pa 
* pers, it was called, Atheiſtical; and good Dr. 
„ Taylerr recommended, as a finer Amuſement. 

«© Were I to give you the fecret Hiſtory of 

* this preciſe Creature; and to inform you how 
«© often, in a Day, ſhe retires to her Citron Bottle, 
< under the pretence of Devotion, I am perſuaded, 
* you would think it very much for the Edification 
of Society, to have the whole Siſter-hood of 
« Canting Females baniſhed to ſome defart Iſland. 
ln the mean time, I beg of you, to read thema 
Leſſon, for the Sake of, SIR, 


Nur conſtant Reader, 
and Admirer, 
; Lu c182% 
* Tun 
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Tuis is a very reaſonable Requeſt : And La- 
gu may fee, that in my very third Paper, I have 
kchred my Diflike of the Perſons, for whom he 
expreſſes fo juſt an Averſion. I know them to be 
mrrow- minded; Enemies to Free- Thinking ; and, 
for the moſt part, void of ſocial Vertues. They 
we lowering Clouds, that caſt a Gloom upon the 
Cheerfulneſs of Converſation, and intercept the 
dunſth ine of Life. 

Bu r, before I go on farther, that I not 
be mifapprehended, I muſt obſerve, that the De- 
nomination of Prule, was originally apply'd to Fe- 
males, in a good Senſe; and ſerved to diſtinguiſh 
the prudent, modeſt, vertuous Women, from thoſe 
of a contrary Character. But, in the Age we live, 
throughout France, and Great-Brituin, the Word 
is become a Term of Diſhonour, and Ridicule, in 
the beſt Authors; and in the politeſt Converſa- 
tion: And, it implies a Perſon, who (under the 
Diſguiſe of a more than ordinary Vertue; a ſu- 
perlative Sanctity of Manners; and, an over-fcru- 
pulous Behaviour) conceals her Pride and Ill-na- 
ture, and ſecret Practices, which are no way con- 
itent with the Character ſhe aſſumes. I 
muſt here inform Lacinda, that there is likewiſe a 
more innocent kind of Prudes, who the 
Prejudices of 2 narrow, preciſe Education, and a 
natural Sullenneſs of Temper, miſtake Sevetity for 
Vertue, Cenforiouſneſs for Wiſdom, and Melan- 
choly for Religion. The firſt Sort of Prudery is 
founded in Hypocriſy ; the ſecond, in Ignorance : 
Therefore, the one is deſperate ; while there may 
be Hopes of reforming the other. 

Tust Female Cyricks do not a little contri- 
bute to the diſcountenancing of Modeſty, and In- 
nocence, in their own Sex, by the Diſagreeable- 
nels of their ſupercilious Looks; their ſolemn De- 
portmentg 
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portment ; and their unſeaſonable Shew of Godli. 
neſs, upon all Occaſions. Young Perſons, of 3 
rightly Temper, foon take an averſion to this 

in Vertue, and Wiſdom ; and may be 
apt, for want of Experience, to ſecure themſelves 
from this Extreme, by taking Refuge in too un- 
ed a Freedom. Thus, immediately, upon the 
Reſtoration of King Charles, the Cavaliers ran in- 
to all the Exceſſes of Riot and Debauchery, that 
they might not be ſuſpected of Puritaniſm. 

StxcE my Correſpondent has mentioned Dr, 
Taylaur; I will venture to recommend the Ser- 
mons of Archbiſhop Tillaſſan, as more proper for 
a Lady's Cloſet. From them ſhe 12 A rea- 
ſonable Religion; and a cheerful, active Vertue; 
ſuch, as is requiſite to make us at once uſeſul and 
agreeable in Society. 

To a diſcerning Eye, a finiſhed Prude is as far 
from being Diſcreet, as a finiſhed Fop is from being 
Gentcel. Senſeleſs Auſterities bring as many (and, 
perhaps, greater) Vices and Diforders into Life, as 
I Levities: And, there is more Wickel- 
neſs in one malicious Cenſure, than in twenty in- 
conſiderate Sallies of Mirth and Pleaſantry. I muſt 
here advertiſe Lucinda, that it is not Prudery in a 
Lady, to ſhew her Diſlike to Maſquerades; be- 
cauſe, there are a great many weighty Reaſons a- 
gainſt them; and hardly one plauſible Pretence for 
2 the Toleration of ſuch an Extravagance, in 

Ar the fame time, I will, allow the young 
Lady to be ſtigmatized with the Name of Prude, 
who not only ablents her felt intirely from the de- 
cent, eſtabliſhed Amuſements of the 'Town ; but, 
Hkewiſe, cenſures the Perſons, who make a mo- 
© derate Uſe of them. I cannot better explain, nor 


Point 


more effectuallj recommend, my Judgment in this | 
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Point of Caſu;/fry, than by delivering it in the 
Words of Othello, in 4 — 


To ſay my Neis farr, feeds well, loves 
I free of Sperch, Sings, Plays, and Dances well ; 
Where Vertue is, 7505 are mo/t I ertusus. 


Iſhall conclude this Female Lecture, by obſerving, 
that the Lady, who moderately uſes innocent Di- 
verſions ; who carries Smiles in her Countenance, 
0 and, is able to raiſe them in a whole Ys 
by ber Diſcourſe, ought to have an inward Seriouſ- 
e | neſs of Mind, Which ſhould be the Foundation of 
- | al her Gaiety: Otherwiſe, her Mirth is only In- 
[ 
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confideratencſs, and want of Reflection; it will be 
apt to pall, and end in Sadneſs; or, to 

- that Vanity, which is the oppoſite Extreme to 

r | Prudery. This Foundation of Seriouſneſs ſhould 

- | remain concealed ; while all our Pleaſantry grows 

|; 


out of it: Which may be illuitrated from the Na- 
ture of Trees. We are delighted to fee them, in 
the Spring, ſhoot out into Leaves, and flouriſh in 
Bloſſoms ; while the Root, from whence all this 
gay, pleaſing Appearance ariſes, lies hid under Ground. 
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D vers babet auctoritatit Furor inte, quem L 
vimum vocatis ; ut, ques Sapiens non videat, 


videat Inſanus; & is, qui humanos ſenſus 
erit, di uinos aſſecutus fit ? 
ibn CIcER. de Divi 
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Y this Time, I may ſuppoſe, my 
have had ſufficient Leifare to ele f 
upon the Nature of * Saperſtitian, fo as to be able 
to diſtinguiſh it from Religion, and to be thorough. 
1y convinced of the dreadtul Conſequences it bring 
upon Society. Therefore, I ſhail now proceed u 
the Conſideration of Enthufiaſm ; an Evil not þ 
common, nor ſo univerſal, though as perniciow 
and unreaſonable, as the former. I ſhall, like- 
wiſe, treat this Subject in the Method, in which 
I treated the other; by firſt enquiring into | 
Nature and Cauſes of it: Referring my Readen 
— Lecture for the Knowledge 2 its 
c 
I have deſcribed F ENTHUSIASM to 
an over-weening, and graundleſs Perſuaſion, of bei 
the particular Favourite of Heaven ; 7 * in- 
ſpired from thence with . wild 
happens to ſpring up in @ warm and di eee 
Brain; for no * Reaſon, but becauſe it ima 


gines fo, and feels a repturous Pleaſure in the 
Ne 54. TN“ 22. 
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ceit TI have, in the ſame Paper, conſider- 
ed 2 „ poſſeſt with this Perſuaſion, un- 
der two Diſpolitions : Firſt, as a Man, who may 
be driven by his Phrenzy, to diſturb the World; 
fancying himſelf ſent by to overturn Nations, 
and to have a Commiſſion from above, for all 
the Miſchiefs, which he perpetrates on Earth: Or, 
ſecondly, as a Perſon, who, in a more peaceable 
and i manner, is often caught into the 
third Heaven, becauſe he reads, that St. Paul was 
ſo caught. He is raviſhed with inexpreſſible Non- 
ſenſe : He imagines he feels, and intimately knows 
God; while he ſcarce feels or knows himſelf : He 
miſtakes every Flaſh of Fancy, that breaks out in 
his dark Soul, for Divine Illumination; when, in 
reality, it is no more than the Sparklings of his 
unruly Paſſion; a Paſſion much reſembling the 
Raptures of Love; only with this difference, that 
a Lover very well knows the Object of his Deſires ; 
whereas the Enthuſiaſt rifes into Extaſy and Ad- 
miration, he knows not wherefore, and is ſmitten 
with he knows not what. 

As Enthuſiaſm therefore is a kind of irregular, 
and almoſt unaccountable Madneſs, it is not al- 
ways eaſy to fix preciſely upon its Cauſes, in the 
diſlerent Perſons it affects. In ſome Men, it may 
have no other Cauſe, but That, which produces 
every other ſort of Madneſs: In this cafe, it comes 
more properly under the Care of the Phyſician, 
than the Conſideration of the Philoſopher ; and re- 
quires Preſcriptions for the Body, rather than Ap- 
plications to the Mind : The Machine is out of or- 
der; the Animal is (for the time) no longer a Man ; 
and it is in vain to offer at Reaſoning, while the 
intellectual Faculty is _—_ 
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Tugxron k, the only Attempt, I ſhall pre- 
tend to make, in handling this Subject, hall be 
to examine, whether there are not ſome Cauſes, 
which work Men up into Enthuſiaſm, diſtinch 


from the violent Concuffions of the Animal Struc- 
ture; and whi ith due Care, may either he 
ented, by Force of Reafon, from taking 
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y be removed, fo as to cure the 
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profound Ignorance 
mediately 


his Inftigations came 
. He takes his own blind and firm Per- 
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5 equently prevent 
iſchief, and ſtop him in his firſt Ca- 


to out-ballance the Lodo. = wn "which lies a- 
ozinft them; unleſs he can bring himſelf to allow, 
that particular and accidental Revelations, may 
overthrow the univerſal and conftant Revelation 
of God's Will, which is diffuſed through Mankind, 
by that Portion of Reafon, and Underſtanding 
they have received from the Supreme Being ; and, 


which we muſt have recourſe to, before we can 
even — or judge of, particular Revela- 
tions. 

Tae * great Errour, in this Caſe, conſiſts 
in receiving any Thing for Divine Inſpiration, 
without ſufficient Evidence. This, likewiſe, ariſes 
from Ignorance of the Nature of God. He can 
neither enjoin, nor reveal, any Thing — 
to us, without giving us, at the fame time, a ſuf- 

Proof, that it comes from him. Otherwiſe, 
how ſhall we be able to 3 che Command, 
2 or 
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or the Revelation r rer 
ſequently, how are we obliged to t 

or to believe the other ? Suppoſe, the Matter of 
the pretended Revelation, to be a moſt certain 
Truth; yet, that is no Proof of its being reveal- 
ed to us from Heaven: It only makes the Decep- 
tion of leſs dangerous Conſequence. If we em- 
brace, even, a 'I ruth, fo as to receive it for a par- 
ticular Inſpiration from God, without juſt Grounds; 
we ſhall oftener be led into Falſhood by the fame 
extravagant Perſuaſion : It being by mere chance 
that we light upon Truth, when it is placed up- 
on the ſame Foundation with Falſhood; and when 
they riſe and fall in our Judgment, as they hap» 
pen to have the imagined Inſpiration on their 


THEREFORE, if we defire to ſecure our 
ſelves from falling into Miſtakes of the moſt dan- 
ow Conſequence, fuch as over-bear all the 

rinciples of Vertue and Honeſty; we muſt be- 
ware of every Deception in this kind: We muſt 
never believe our ſelves inſpired, but from a bet- 
ter Reaſon, than is CC; namely, 
that we feel it: Which, in Reality, amounts to 
2 more, than Believing it, becauſe we ſtrongly le- 
b1eVE . 


Bu r, in order to produce Enthuſiaſm in any 


Degree of Vigour, this Ignorance, with relation 


to God, muſt be accompany'd with an equal I 

rance, and falſe Conceit, of our ſelves. This laf 
kind of Ignorance expoſes the Enthuſiaſt to the 
Effects of the former : This falfe Conceit of him- 
felf, makes him imagine, he is placed in a Rank, 


far above the reſt of Mankind; alone worthy u 


be the Favourite of Heaven, and to be employed 
in all its Deſigns and Reſolutions. At the ſame 
time, perhaps, he practiſes a voluntary, affected 
Humility; 
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| from the Country. When I come to 
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; but, it is of ſo fingular a Sort, that it 
ly diſcovers the moſt exalted inward Pride : 
an Humility as makes him, in his Heart, 
plain Man, who diſdains to put on the 
y Appearance. In few words; this Igno- 
wes him the higheſt Conceit of himſelf ; it 
im think, that the ſupreme Being cannot 
juſt to his Worth and Merit, as to deny 
he Privilege of being entruſted with all bis 
and of being his Prime Miniſter with 


N theſe two Cauſes meet, Ignorance of 
a blind Conceit of our felves, the En- 
1 is compleat ; and, it operates accordi 

different Tempers, and Diſpoſitions, ® 
ns, whom it poſſeſſes. If the Temper 
to be Fierce, Active, and Ambitious ; the 
proves Turbulent and Seditious: If In- 
Lazy ; he reſts contented with Pro- 
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| Memoria certe nom modo Philoſophiam, ſed amnis 


vitæ uſum, omneſque artes, Una maxime continet. 
 Cices. 


»„»„êũẽ 


RETURN my Thanks to the Gentleman, 
who addreſſes the following Letter to 


phize upon the ſeveral Faculties of the Mind; I 
hope, I ſhall be able to purſue his Thought, i 
ns, bs Ges: the mean time, 

3 


72. 


Mr. FREE-TuIxEkER, Octeber 29. 1718, 
= your Deſign being to inſtru, and en- 
* tertain, the Mind; give me Leave to pro- 
« poſe a Subject to you, which, under your Ma» 
nagement, may be of General Uſe. The Sub- 
« ject, I mean, is the aſtoniſhing Faculty of Me 
* mory; the Repoſitory of all our Knowledge. 

« WiTHouT this wonderful Faculty, all In- 
„ terccurſe between Men would ceaſe ; no Bufi- 
4 nefs could be carried on; nor ſhould we retain 
„Words, fo as to be able to ſpeak. How miſe- 
% rable muſt the Condition of Man be, if we 
« ſuppoſe him deprived of this Power of recalling 
Things paſt; or, of treaſuring up new Occur- 
4 rences? How fhall ſuch a one make known his 
„Wants, when ke is in the ſame Condition (with 
reſpect to the Names of Things) as the Infant, 
© that has not learnt them? How fhall he give 
„ Orders to his Servants ? How ſhall he know them; 
„ or, his Friends; or, his Children; if he cannot 
* rxecollect their Faces, and their Voices? If all Men 
« were without Memory, all Language would be 
« confounded, and in a little time ceaſe z and we 
„ ſhould not differ from the moſt inadvertent and 
4 ſtupid Part of the mute Creation, with all our 
« Organs of Speech in perfection. 

« TRR Mind, with this Defect, would reap little 
«© or no Advantage from our Senſes; but, like 
« the Eye, would only paſſively receive the Im- 


«« preflions, from outward Objects, which it could 


« not 
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« not retain, The Eye itſelf would be but a mere 
« Looking-Glaſs, in which the Subſtances, that 
&« paſſed before it, would appear, and diſappear, 
e without leaving the leaſt Trace behind them, in 
the Soul. Whereas, by the Help of Memory, 
« paſt Occurrences are preſent to us; and we may 
reflect, with Satisfaction, on Happineſſes, we have 
« enjoyed; or, on Difficulties, we have furmount- 
«© ed: it we can entertain our ſelves with the 
«© Converſation of an abſent Friend; and even raiſe 
«* adeceaſed Relation from the Grave: This teaches 
« us the Art of fixing the ſwift Current of Time, of 
« recalling, YEſterday ; of viewing our Youth di- 
« ſtinctly, at the diſtance of Old Age; and of en- 
© tertaining our Imagination with the Pleaſures - 
of the Spring, in the Depth of Winter. 

« Ourx Memory is of more conftant Uſe, and 
“ greater Extent, than we are aware, What an 
«© infinite Number of Names are there in every 
% Language; to which, nevertheleſs, every ordi- 
„ nary Memory is ſufficient? There are as many 
« ſeveral Faces, and Voices, as Men; and yet, 
the Mind remarks ſomething in every one of 
them; which, being laid up in the Memory, 
does, upon a fecond View, fingle out this, or 
* that, particular Perſon to us, and diſtinguiſh 
© him from every body elſe. 

Tux Readineſs and Faithfulneſs of the Memo- 
* ry is, likewiſe, very wonderful. What can be 
* quicker than Thought? The Images paſs in the 
Mind, in a Train of thinking, ſwifter than Light- 
* ning. Our Memory ſupplies us with many things 
* fo readily, that we hardly perceive it: It ſcarce 
takes me up a Thought, at this very time, to 
determine what the ſeveral Letters muſt be, which 
* compoſe the Words, I am now writing ; they 
* drop from my Pen, WU 
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« firſt Art; 

<« lity of Memory, it is become almoſt mechani- 
4 cal: It ires little more Attention of the 


: requires 

„Mind, than walking, or fitting ſtill; and, is no 
„ more a Hindrance to our Application of any fort, 
« than the Winking of an Eye is an Interruption 


«© ve all make of Memory, no Man knows wherein 
« it conſiſts; nor, by what Means it retains that 
« Nultiplicity of Ideas, wit“ which it is ſtored 

«© the five Senſes, and the Reflections of the Mi 

* We know, it is by the Magick of the Memory, 
that a particular, articulate Sound ſhall raiſe in 
our Minds the Colour, Smell, and Taſte, of an 
Orange: That we came by the Idea of this 
«« Fruit by our Senſes, at firſt, we underftand ; but, 
*© how it is retained in the Memory; and, how we 
«« recolle&t it at pleafure; we comprehend not. 
And, not knowing what this Faculty depends up- 
on, we cannot be fure before-hand, that it will 
*< ferve us upon a particular Occaſion. No one 
« can explain the myſterious Chain of Reminiſ- 
* cence, whereby he is able to r a Train of 
« Words (conſiſting, perhaps, of many thoufands) 
in their Order, as they ſtand in a Poem, which he 
„ has by heart: We are not able to ſay, what the 


getting a thing by heart is; and, the Connection 


« of Words, and Things, in the Memory, is as in- 
« explicable a Secret, as the Coheſion of Matter in 
« Natural Philoſophy. | 
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« SxxcE the Invention of Letters, and much 
« more, ſince the Art of Printing, is grown fo 
« common; it has been thought convenient to 
6 disburthen the Memory of many Things, it 
« uſed to be charged with. We are now taught 


e to commit our Mind to Paper; and, by the La- 


« hour of the Hand, to fave the Fatigue of the Brain. 
« This Contrivance is, doubtleſs, an admirable Ex- 
t pedient for tranſmitting the Hiſtory of paſt, or 
« preſent Ages, to Poſterity : But, for ous own 
« immediate Occaſions, it may be doubted, whe- 
te ther it be not prejudicial to miſtruſt our Memo- 
« ry ſo much; left, in time, we bring it, through 
« Diſuſe, to be of no ſervice to us. 

« Pythagoras, and ſeveral other ancient Philoſo- 
© phers, delivered all their Precepts in ſhort Sen- 
© tences, to be repeated, and remembered by their 
« Diſciples; and committed none of their Doc- 
© trines to Writing. How much this Method mutt 
contribute to the Improvement of the Memory, 
« is eaſy to judge: And, if this Habit of remem- 
« bering were more cultivated, than it now is; it 
© would more than anſwer the Pains. The Coun- 
© try-Labourer, who was never bred to write, or 


read, keeps as faithful a Debt- Book in his Memo- 


« ry, as his Landlord carries in his Pocket. How 
far the Memory is capable gf extending itſelf, no 
«* Perſon can tell, for want of trying it to the ut- 
* moſt : It has reached to a ſurprizing degree in 
«© ſome. Ce/ar uſed to falute all the Freemen in 
* Rome, by Name: And, we read of a General, 
* who knew every Soldier in his Army, at fight. 
We have it aſfirmed, that Monſieur Paſchal could 
* remember all he had read, thought, or done, 
* from his Childhood. A great many other re- 
„ markable In.tances, in this kind, might be col - 
* katcd; And, I hoe, wou will, when you think 

= a it 


62 NFA T III EE. Nu 
« jt proper, take this Sobiect into your Conſide- 
I « ration (amongſt others) for the UC. of of the Pub 


8 _— 


AC. —_ 


N® 73. Monday, Decemb. 1. 1718: 


Omnibus dormio. 


Pre | — 


rng —y i 


cc 
«6c 
«c 
« 
* 
44 
66 
cc 
60 
46 
cc 
40 
60 
66 
44 
66 


HERE is nothing more common, than © 
nod over a Standiſh, and to write out fevenl 
Sheets of Paper (as it were) in one's Sleep; while the 
Authour imagines himſelf broad awake. On the 
contrary, the real Slumbers of a found Mind are of 
ten inſtructive, through the Juſtneſs of the Imagy 
— 2 2 be employed to very 
Fight — - 
2 me by my goalie: Chccaliilh | 


W To the FREE-THINKER. 
| $ 7 R, November 16, 1716. 
cc HE following Dream is at your Diſpoſal; 


either to burn, or to print it, as you ſhall 
242 Iam, SIR, 


. Your Humble Servant, . 
A. 
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4 LasT Night, I went to Bed (as uſual) with 
« a calm, unruffled Mind, after the Buſineſs of the 
« Day; the natural Conſequence of Health and 
r the two folid Bleflings of Life. In 
* my Sleep, 1 fancy'd myſelf in the midſt of a lone- 

« Jy delightful Country-Landskip, in the Spring of 
« the Year: The Freſhneſs of the Greens; the 
« Luxuriancy of the Flowers; and the Melody of 
the Birds; all, conſpired to pleaſe me. While 
« ] entertained my ſelf with the Prospect; a Per- 
« fon, like a Bride, approached me: She was dreſ- 
e ſed in a yellow Silk, with a Coronet of Myrtle, 
inter woven with Flowers, on her Head. N 


at the 
« Approach of ſo fair a Creature, I ſeiaed her Hand; 
which the ſeemed not to diſapprove. I led her 


| "# fe tor Mane ewe Wien, diem Þ 


* uncommon DN = 8 
* THe gay Appearance of the firſt was as agree- 
able to me, as the awful Preſence of the laſt was 


Lo 


% ſmiled upon me with Approbation. They both 
* now conteſted, who ſhould accoſt me firſt 
« Whereupon, the airy Perſon thus beſpoke the 
„ Matron-like Female. 

4 og you break in upon the Solitude, 
« and i he Happines, of this youthful 
« Pair; b ie not fuſficient, that you have your Ve 
© taries Perſons of maturer Years ; andare 
„ adored by hoary Heads? Be happy (continued 
8 if Love can make you ſo: 
« You are in the Prime of Life ; and, the preſent 
« Seafon is indulgent to your Wildes 
Juni the ſpoke, 3 
«ed to : My Heart was fired into 


. and Ionned on her with Serifaiion. The other, | 


* cbſlerving my — her, caſt on me 

«© Look of Compaſſion, and diſappeared. 

« ALL Reſtraint removed, I was now happy 
in my Imagination, beyond Expreffion: I re 

<< proached my own Folly, for waſting ſo many ir- 
« retrievable Days in Labour, in Application of 
* Thought, and in ſtudying the romantick Viſiom 
** of Philoſophy : I reflected on the ſhort remain- 
* ing Space of my Youth, and the exquiſite 
« Charms of the lovely Obje&, that lay belade me; 
bo ſeemed to court my z and, with 


* longing Eyes, to chide my Delays. . 

*© ABANDONED to my preſent attempt- 
„ ed the moſt endearing rower, — in- 
< ftantly I heard a violent Noiſe, as if the Elements 
« were all at variance. The Sky was darkened; 
Lightning flaſhed from the Clouds; the Flower 
« withered ; the Verdure of the Fields was blaſted; 
and the Raven and the Owl, pearched over me 
« with their boading Notes. Struck with Horrour 
at the fudden Change, I fought for the Perſon 
„ whoſe Speech hs animated me, before : * 
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the Phantome was vaniſhed. This added to my 
« Dread ; and I felt an immediate Averſion for the 


„ Beauty, I purpoſed to take into my Arms: At 
© the fame time, I had the mortification to per- 


« ceive her Heart as averſe to me. 

« WHEN our common Terrour was now grown 
«© to the height; the Uproar, and the Darkneſs, 
« increafing upon us: A gentle Gleam of Light broke 
« faintly through the Gloom; and I could perceive 
* the Perſon coming towards us, whom (in the 
6 Security of our Joys) we had rejected. Here- 
upon I recollected the compaſſionate Look, with 
« which ſhe left us; and entertained fome 
« of Succour, of which we then ſtood in the utmoſt 
« Need: For the Scene of Horrour that furround- 


' & ed us, had reduced us not only to deſpiſe each 


« the other; but, to abhor even our ſelves. 

« As ſhedrew near, ſhe threw up her Veil, and diſ- 
tc cloſed a Countenance full of Sweetneſs and Com- 
« poſure ; ſuch a Mixture, as ariſes from Prudence 
“ and Innocence united. The violent Convulfions 
« of Nature did not diſcompoſe her Looks. We 
« immediately proſt rated our ſelves at her Feet; 
«© when ſhe reached out her Hand, and raiſed us 
« with an Indulgence, we little expected. The 
4 Thunder ceaſed, and the Violence of the Storm 
& abated ; when I would have excuſed the rude 
4 Treatment, ſhe had received from me: But ſhe, 
© touched with my Gricf and Confuſion, preven- 
ted me in the following Words, 

I was my tender Concern for you, that brought 
* me hither, before; and the fame Compaſſion pre- 
© vailed upon me to return. [ can caſily pardon your 
* firſt Fault; and am not ſurpriſed at the powerful 
& Influence, which the Preſence of Vice had over 
* you. Your Youth; your Incxpericnce;; the Weak- 
* nels of your Reaſon; and Violence => 

(e 
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* Paſſions; all, plead ſtrongly for you. But if 
« after this ſevere Warning, you deaf to 


. reflect coolly on your paſt Conduct; learn the 
« Habit of reaſoning without Paſſion ; and your 
Actions then, will be conformable to the Digni- 
of your Nature: Sudden Refolves are only 
« the Litken ightning of a dark Mind : Deliberate Coun- 
« es ye» cominue Light, and will conduct] = 
a fafely through Life. 
% As ſhe ſpoke, my Fears vaniſhed, my Diſor- 
ceaſed, and I felt my whole Anxiety reliev- 
I viewed my lovely Bride with 


equal Compla- 
hen the Divine Form continu- 


— I come not to diſunite, 
to cement, your Loves; and make them 
Improve your Courtſhip i into Wedlock. 
Inclinations, and your Intereſts, be al- 
ways Go hand in hand, in all Under- 
* 5: Make your Of forive, by your Exam 
* ples, an Ornament, and a Bleffing to Soci 
and count your Children the Children of the 
&* Publick.” At theſe Words, ſhe ſmiled on us, 
with a ſuperiour Grace; and, rifing from the 
«© Earth, marked her ſwift Paſſage, through the 
Air, with a Tract of Light. 

«© By this Time the few remaining Clouds were 
all diſperſed ; 2 revived ; the Birds re- 
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« the glorious Form of Virtue; raviſhed with her 
„ Counſels ; ard infpired with freſh Reſolutions, to 
practice what appeared fo amiable in a Dream, 
« and what I find fo reaſonable, now Lam awake.“ 
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Mr. FxEE-THIXkKER, 
E have long connived at the Freedom, 
have taken in publiſhing your TI 


* 
formed a Project, to debaſe the Value of the moſt 


66 ; 
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important Truths, by circulating them 12 
„ the Vulgar, and 83 them down to comma « ov: 
« Uſe; our tender Concern for the publick G 
« will not, any longer, permit us to forbear taking 
« notice of a Deſign, ſo prejudicial to ozr priv 
« Intereſts. 
« You ſeem to think yourſelf ſufficiently ju 
<« fied in this licentious Practice, by fondly pleading 
< your impartial Love of Truth, and the Candou 
and Ingenuity; with which you endeavour to pra 
© pacate it among} your unwary Readers. But 
<& this Excuſe is no more available for you, than# 
© one, who breaks in upon the Privileges of any & 
<« ther Company (who had appropriated to them» 
<« ſelves any Branch of Trade) fſkould alledge in his 
« Vindication, the Goodneſs of his Merchandizes 
and his juſt and upriglit Dealings with his Cop 
& reſpondents ; ſince theſe Qualifications (like thoſe 
you pretend to) would very much tend to enlarge 
<& his unlawful Commerce, and render it more in 
jurious to thoſe, whoſe Rights he invades. 
© Tus, Sir, the Caſe ftands between us: | 
* to us, not to you, to plant this barren 
6s with Knowledge; and the Growth of it 
is left, wholly, under our Care and Influence. It 
is our Task to reduce this wild Plantation inte 
Form and Order, as well as to prune it, when it 
grows too lIuxuriant : And we, alone, have the 
* indiſputable Right to determine, which Branch 
< ſhall be fuffered to thrive, and which ſhall be lo- 
e ped off, as unfruitful, or irregular, 

We muſt farther acquaint you, that we have 
© exactly calculated the due Quantity of Knowledge, 
* which will ſupply theſe our | erritories; and have 
* obſerved the ſeveral Kinds thereof, which are 
s molt coveted by the Inhabiiaats. We perfecthy 
© know the Demand there is for Truth; and are” 

| & ſenſible 


. Fxzn-Tuinxznx 89 
, that a very ſmall Exceſs is ſufficient to 
« everftock the Market. It is for this Reafon, 
« we are forced to imitate the invidious Conduct of 
« thoſe Þdian Colonies, that farm the rich Fields 
« of Spices; who when they have gathered enough 
© to furniſh the Luxury of Europe, give the uſe- 
4 eſs Remainder to the Flames; left too I 
n Harveſt ould yield leſs Gains to the Mono- 
Arab 


Ir, too plainly, appears from hence, how great 
Damage our Affairs are like to ſuſtain from the 
Number of contraband Truths, i in your 
« Paper. And it is with Grief, and Shame, we are 
forced to repreſent to you, that your Proceedi 
© are ſo unreaſonable, and extra that we 
© ready begin to be alarmed with Apprehentions, 
* that you, alone, may be found to have brought 
© in more new Bullion to the Mint, in a few 
* Months, than all our Company have thought 
proper to coin in many Years. 

heh; obſerve (not without ſome ſecret Tri- 
© umph) that have been guilty of one 
© ſpiteful, bs wp na Tow of Mit. 
© management, by endeavouring to introduce fuch 
© an unwelcome Novelty as pure, unmixt, Truth. 
* We moſt folemnly affure you, that we have al- 
* ways found it neceſſary to work Truth up with 
* fome Alloy, to make it paſs with the ignorant 
People; who have been fo long unaccuſtomed to 
* its genuine Luſtre, that it is not unpleaſant to ſee 
* them frequently reje& your over-refined Notions, 
* only becauſe they are not ſpurious. | 

* SINCE the Merchandize of Truth is the richeſt 
and nobleſt kind of Traffick ; it is, conſequently, 
* the higheſt Injuftice to intrude into the private 
* Claims, which others have to it : And it is, more- 
over, of great conſequence to the Publick, 2 
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ac this Commerce be carried on, and i 
4c the fly Pretenſions of ; be ſeverely dif. | 
2 The new f dan. 
4 gerous Diſcoveries, daily made by the over-ſur- 
ac ward Search aſter Truth, furniſh Mankind wich 
« ſubtle and refined Luxury, which inſenſibly cop- 
« rupts their Manners, and infects their Minds with 
« a certain untractable Stiffneſs ; an Obſtinacy, that 
«© renders them troubleſome to their Superioun, 
<« Tt is, therefore, highly neceſſary to reſtrain the 
People from an immoderate Uſe of theſe enchant 
ing Pleaſures of the Underſtanding: And to ap 
« point proper Perſons to judge, for them, what 
« Kinds of this luſcious Food of the Mind are leaf 
«© unwholeſome, and what Portions of it may be 
« faſely allowed them; fince they cannot be pr» 
* — upon, wholly to abſtain from it. 
Ir obſervable, that Truth varics from it (elf 
* according to the Diverſity of Climates, which 
« is the Growth of: And it requires the niceſ 
& Skill to diſtinguiſh theſe changeable Colours, and 
* different Forms of it, which frem to bave bay 
originally ſuited to the peculiar Genius of every 
People, and wrought into their political Conſt 
« tution; and, therefore, ought never to be cot» 
« founded. Thus, the ſame Syſtem of Know 
which ſeems rigt.tly calculated for theLatituded 
* Great-Britain, ſhould it as univerſally prevailin 
Ala, or Africa, or, even in ſome of the mon 
Southern Countries of Europe, would probably 
«© occaſhon great Revolutions in the ancient Mo- 
* narchies eſtabliſhed there: And, were any d 
* the ſeveral Species of Orthodoxy, that flouriſh 
* Wh ger ag Ay, wage. - 
s might no leſs endanger that Liberty, we are 
& vainly fond of, To 
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s For this Reaſon, it has been always agree- 


« able to the Wiſdom of Nations, to watch over 
« the 


of all exetick Science, and to prevent 
* the ſpreading of Opinions, to which they had not 
een long accuſtomed. And we may fafely boaſt, 
© that the Care and Vigilance of us in 
« this Particular, far exceed the hi Prudence of 
« Antiquity : Since, by a refined Scheme of Poli- 
© ticks, unknown to thoſe barbarous Times, the 
© moſt innocent Innovations in Speculation are 
© treated, by us, with greater Rigour and Severity, 

flagitious Actions. 


© than the moſt 
gn you affect to be thought fo 

Lover of impartial Reaſoning, we have Fankly 

hid open to you, the true State of our Affairs, 


and the ſecret Arts of conducting them; in or- 
* der to convince you (in own Way) of the 
Vn en ee of your Encroacheents upon ws 


« by the ſimple Force of Argument : T we 

can promiſe our ſelves but little Succeſs frum a 
« Mechod, we do not approve. We hope you 
« will not make fo ungenerous, and indifcreet an 
* Uſe ee as to ex- 
t poſe it to ew; on, deſcant 
eee 
* to forbear doing, upon. pain of incurring our 
* navy Dilpleature, Groen of our Beard ; Nov. 17. 
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Ne 75. 2 Dec. 8. 1718. 


— 


Honefy is the be Policy. 


dy 
Time; 1 
the wiſeſt Men; and is, ſingly, a more 
Syſtem of Prudence, than the Sayings of the 
Sages, put together. 

Havixc earneſtly recommended * Sincerity 
ins Opinions, to my Diſciples ; J hope it will not 
difficult to perſuade thoſe, who approve of that Dos 
trine, to manifeſt the fame Ingenuity of Mind is 
their Words and Actions: That having learnt In» 
tegrity towards themſclves, they may practice it with 
regard to others. The firſt is the beſt Preparate 
for the latter: The Man, who is accuſtomed to im 
poſe upon his own Underftanding, will think it as 
Crime to deceive another. For which Reaſon, | 
wilh my Readers would be fo juſt to themſelves 
and to me, as to connect theſe two Lectures in theit 
Thoughts. 

OF all the ſocial Virtues, Sincerity in our Words 
and Actions is not only the leaſt painful to Pe 
tice, but the moſt neceſſary and beneficial to S- 
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85 
72 


muni.y, than the beſt Laws imaginable 
without this Integrity of Heart. And, 
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portunity of betraying and ruining 

while the Poor muſt inevitably become a 
bl the Wealthy, and the honeſt Man fall into the 
of the Crafty. So that the Perſon, w 
his Words, or in his Actions, reſerves a ſecret 
tion to himſelf, contrary to what he proſeſſes, 
s in Reality different from what he appears to 
des (as much as lies in his power) ſubvert 
Foundations of the Community, in which he 
and merits the Indignation of kind : Since 
who diſſembles with, or betrays, one Man, would 
1 if he could, with advantage to 
Bur what is all this (will Count Clinguant fay) 
to the ? Is this [Free-Thinking? Is this 
Reaſoning like a Man of ion ? What Be- 
nefit ſhould I, or any other Perſon, reap in par- 
ticular, could you ſuppoſe us ſo ſimple, as to give 
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him no ſervice: And all the Reſerves, and Fu 
cautions, of a Knave, are not fuſkcient to cany 


him, reputably and quietly, through Life. 


Ne 76. Friday, Decemb. 12. 1718. 


nnn. 


Periculaſum eft credere, & non credere : 
Utriuſque exemplum breviter exponam rei. 
Hippelytus obiit, quia noverce creditum eft ; 
Caſſandre quia non creditum, ruit Ilium. 
Ergo explarenda eft veritas multum prius, 
uam ftulta prave judicet ſententia. 


Pa Abt. 


Mr. Farte-Trinkes, Nov. 15. 171k 


y obſerved, i 
and the Number of Lys, 
«© which are daily told out of Families, inſtead 
gathering, would dwindle into utter Diſcredit, a 
they paſs from hand to hand. 


No 48, 30. 


| 
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| entirely owing to a Facility of 
Conviction. * 


« his Wife, is falſe; is it not better for 
« doubt a while, than raſbly to believe 
« torment him; When Mrs. Betty tells 
« dy, that my Lord Feignwell is dyingly in 
« with her, would it rants iced eo jo 
« Ladyſhip to ſuſpect her Woman, 
Charms, than deliver her ſelf up, 
* dulity, to the Vexation of a Diſappointment ? 


a Week Aſpaſia happened to ſmile upon a 
© pert Coxcomb in a Side-Box ; and now (though 


1 


»Lar this ſatisfy you, Mr. Free-Thinker, that 


© you have one Diſciple thoroughly convinced, 
that we ſhould be ready to doubt, and flow to 
© believe.” 
I am, SIR, 7 
Vour AfeRimate, and 
Unfortunate Humble Servant, 
ARIMANT. 
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4 P. g. I would not have it theugh 
J am tender of the Ladies, that I 


: 


t, 


at 
5 


ic make my Court t6 them in general; and I here 
« declare, that there is but one of the whole Sex, 
e whoſe Favour I would purchaſe, at the Expence 
«* of a Maſquerade-Ticket ; and ſhe has Virtue & 
enough to reſent fo faſhionable a Compliment.” 
Tuis Gentleman has very happily ſhewn the 
Doctrine of Philoſophical Doubting to be of gene 


to the dai 
ight, in which 


anding 
inations are generally too powerfu 

| Reaſon. The Extremes of Credulity, and 

4 lity, are equally pernicious: Though mor 


his on z engages in Friendſhips, 

in Enmities, very Cavalierly ; is confident of $ 
Cees in the moſt unpromiſing Enterprizes : 

all the while, blames his Stars ſor his per 


Difppointments. Cbremes believes no Man; f 


W 76. MW Fart Trinxtn. 99 
to truſt a Piece of Gold out of his right Hand 
E Les, doubts whether the Sun will riſe to- 
een 
r Tine: xt 7 : 
ls dove all, he admires the 
That a 
an all 


think they cannot be taught to doubt 
dt the Proteſtations of a Fine Gentle- 
allants of the Age are, for the moſt 
of Prey, in queſt of a beauti- 
a great Fortune; and feel no Re- 
gratifying their prevailing Paſſion at any 
er the Anecdotes of an Ancient 
„ I have met with a very inftructive 
„which I ſhall recommend to theſe unguard- 
Innocents, and deſire them to repeat it always 
by way of Anſwer, to a Man, who begins to fay 


„ at Noonday, in- 
they may find Shelter from 
* the Violence of the Sun. There was 4 Flock, 
* accordingly, ſecure within their Fold : The Dogs 
* ſlept; and the Shepherd was amuſing himſelf 
* with his Pipe, in Concert with ſome neighbour; 
* Iwains, under the Shade of a ſpreading Beech. 
A hungry Wolf came to prie into the Condi- 
den of the Flock, through the Openings of 
the Fence : When an unexperienced Lamb, 
E 2 + whe 
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'F N* 77. Monday, Dec. 15. 1718. : 
— Tantænue Animis Celeftibus Ire ? 
| VII G. 


n / Ct is dd 


inds of Madne's require a very different 
Complexion of Mind, and naturally produce very 
; Which it will be proper to treat 
of ſeparately. 
Tus acti nthuſiaſm being the moſt per - 
ici begin with enquiring into the uſual 
ge ; and reſerve the 7 ſecond 
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Thing a Martyr for the Cauſe of God ; and. he” 
to receive him. 


* 


be 
ed 


1 


pi 


tles of 


j 


„ as if it were undeniably true. 5 
FO athofaſte animates him, the fierce (and ſome- 
times horrid) Aſpect, and Intrepidity, of jour, 
which that Fury gives him, does, in proportion, 
dihearten and terrify his Adverfaries. His 
Deſperateneſs, i i i 
them weak, and timid, in their own Defence. Up- 
322 ſo powerful often is the Influence of 
rr that 


Bur, the worlt Et of Enthuſiaſm . 1 * 
diſpoſes Men to be cruel in 
- 
when obtain it. 

, - aur — ſoars above all the Rules 
ice and ty, his Schemes, 
D 
lebende believe, that he will dr to tho Re 


E 4 gulations 


6 * 
204 TeFnrr-Tuinxzx % 
ns Deſigns. 
He has one ſhort Argument to juſtify all his Crimes: 
are Divine Injunctions; the Will of God is 
g to him; That Will is not to be circum- 
ſcribed within the narrow Limits of Human Laws, 
and Human Reaſon ; he has a poſitive Commiſſion 
to ſee it executed to a tittle: Whoever, therefore, 
| gs * withſtand him, oppoſes the Almighty, 
conſequence of this Prepoſſeſſion, he denouncey 
the worſt of Woes upon his Enemies; and the Ter. 
tours, he ſcatters round him, are the Terrours of 
the Lord. But what renders the Infolence of this 
.Enthufiaft more inſupportable is, that while he deals 
out Miſchie's without meaſure, he is only ſecuring 
the Happineſs of Mankind, and ſhowering down in- 
conceivable Bleffings upon his Fellow- Creatures 
Mercy with him, is indulging Men in Miſeries of 
of the Lord deceitfully. 
LasTLy ; If the Heroick Enthuſiaſt happens to 
beat down all Oppoſition ; if he ſucceſsfully accom- 
ies his Projects, and becomes fully poſſeſſed of 
and Dominion ; he never fails to rule his 
— 4 of Iron. He — him- 
imaginary, infignificant Point, on which 
he will have the Honour of God, and the Happineſs 
of Mankind to depend. This all Men muſt ac» 
knowledge to be authentick, and ſubmit to it with- 
out Reſerve, or undergo his ſevereſt Diſpleaſure. 
The Wretches, whoſe Conſciences are ſcrupulous, 
and their Underſtandings untractable through the 
Force of Reaſon, muſt be convinced by Fines, and F © ” 
Impriſonments; by Racks, and Gibbets, and 
Flames; in order to mollify the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts for the Reception of Opinions, they cannot 


W 78. The Fxer-THINKER 10G 


Tuts are the general Eſfects of the Ferment 
of Enthuſiaſm, in a turbulent ambitious Spirit: 
And they maniſeſt themſelves with more or leſs 
Violence, according to the of the Mad- 
xe; the complexional Activity of the Enthuſiaſt; 
md the Proportion of Power, or Authority, he 
lappens to obtain amongſt Men. In a word, it 
bids defiance to Reaſon ; and conſequently can have 
0 Fellowſhip with the mild, benevolent Influences 
of true Religion. | 


N* 78. Friday, Decemb. 19. 1718. 


Tulle gu une Bergere, an plus beau jour de Fite, 

De ſeperbes Rubis ne charge point fa tite : 

Et ſans meler d Por Piclat des Diamans, 

Cueille en un champ v3i/m ſes plus beaux ornemens : 

Telle, aimable en fon air, mais humble dans ſon flile, 

Dit iclater, ſans pompe, une tl:rante Idylle. 
BolLEAu. 


Thurſday, November 20. 1718. 

Dear Mr. FREE-Tulxk ER, 
« THERE is no doubt, but Lovers of every 
* kind, the happy and the unhappy, are your 
* moſt frequent Correſpondents : And were you to 
* publiſh but every tenth Epiſtle, you receive from 


dur importunate Tribe, it is probable, two 
* Half-Shcets a Week would not contain them. 


| 106 The Fnen-Turnxtn. N 7 
©: However, ſince I find the Cafes of ſome Lovers 
3 r 


(for my preſent Eaſe) to try my Fortune in the 
LCroud: Though I am not fo ſelſiſh as to ima- 


ought to comply with any private 


« Town, to make a Stay, very 
on Inelinations ; nw  _———— 


„Months. Oh, Six, what WS 
* the Impatience of a fond Heart, ſeparated from 
* the lovely Object of its Deſires? Or is there in 
++ Philoſophy, a Conſolation capable to give me 
« Eaſe? I know no F can receive 
* equal to the Pleaſure of being aſſured, that you 
„ approve my Paſſion; for which reaſon I would 
« fain conjure you to ſay fomething to it. 
._ CT not acquaint a Perſon fo. well skilled 
« in the Workings of the Soul, as you are, that 
it is impoſſible for a Man in my Circumſtances, 
to conceal his Love; beſides, I am too young to 
« diſguiſe any thing, that concerns me nearly. My 
who have all found me out, laugh 
at me for Conſtancy to a Country 
« Miſtreſs, in a Town where there is ſuch a Choice 
of Women. "Theſe Sparks are fo infipidly polite, 
<* as not to be ſenſible, that an honourable Paſſion 
6 has ten thouſand Charms, of which vulgar Minds, 
« hackney'd in the Ways of London, have no Ne- 
« liſh; — EE. 


« FEE Sage ED, 


K FIZ Ta IIK ER. 07 
'F * that I am more raviſhed with one kind Look, 
* or Word, from my Lavinia, than 2 
being, what they call, happy, with the 
© their Creatures. | 
„ NEVERTHELESS, Mr. Free-Thinker, I con- , * 
® tinue obſtinately unfaſhionable, a meer Clown ia | 
« Gallantry ; and am firmly reſolved to conduct 
© my ſelf by the ſtricteſt Rules of Honour with re- 
* pard to the Lady, I love; convinced of the Hu- 
© manity of your Aſſertion, *® That it is more baſe 
n wrong @ Woman, than a Man. 
As to the Perfections of the Idol of my Soul, 
I cannot forbear informing you, that ſhe has all 
F © the Beauty, the Modeſty, and Sweetneſs of her 
® Sex, ennobled with that exquiſite Senſe, which 
* is almoſt peculiar to the moſt accompliſhed Men; 
dy the Influence of which — Charms, I 
am entirely her Captive; at the ſame time that 
* Tam, SIR, | | 


Tour ddmrer, 
A——. 


Tux refined and virtuous Paſſion of this young 
Gentleman deſerves Applauſe: It is a primitive 
oe; a manly Tenderneſs; an Affection, natural 
w an honeft Mind; and was in eſteem amongſt 
u, before the Briti/h Gallantry loſt its genuine 
Luftre and Innocence, in the diſſolute Manners of 
a neighbouring Nation, which (ſome Years paſt) 
ſucceeded 122 the Fleatures and Politicks 
Europe. It is very rare to find, amongſt the 
People of Faſhion, a Pair, who have any true Reliſh 
bor the elegant Delights of a chaſte, mutual Love. 
Ever fince the Generality of the Men are turned 
Rovers, and the fine Women Coquettes, domeſtick M 
Happineſs is in a manner baniſhed out of Life; and 
- E 6 Mar- 
Ne 13. a 
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ng 

alone, I would adviſe my Correſpondent == 
recourſe, By this means, he will have an Oppor- 
tunity of whiſpering, in the ſofteſt Manner, a great 
many tender 'T hings, and of making the moſt en- 
eaging Vows ; which, were hepreſent, it would, per- 
haps, be dilicult for him to utter, and not fo proper 
for the Fair- One to hear; at leaſt, without a feem- 
ing Diſlike. 

2 Traverſes in Life, which a 
prudent may not turn to his advantage : And 
my Lover has a fair Occafion, during his Abſence, 
to convince the Lady of his unalterable Fidelity, 
and to give her repeated Affurances, that ſhe has 
never-been, one moment, a Stranger to his warm- 
eſt Withes, in the midſt of a Croud of Beauties, 
Laftly, let him comfort himſelf with the pleaſing 

ion of ſeeing his Shepherdeſs again, in the 
Seaſon, of the Year, the moſt favourable to his De- 
fires ; when the 
and the Country (with the Society of a fair loving 
Companion) a perfect Paradiſe. 


In the mean time, to ſooth his Anxiety, I ſhall | 


preſent him with a little Piece of Poetry, for which 
we hgve not, yet, a Name in our Language. It 
the impatient Enquiry of a Shepherd af- 
ter a ſtray Nymph; and is writ in the rural Sim- 
plicity, without the leaſt Attempt towards Wit; 
after the Manner of ſome of the Greet Poets. 


A 
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Spring ſhall be in its full Glory, 


5 
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_ Mufich, gentle Swains : 
Saw you Delia croſs the Plains ? 
Boery Thicket, every Grade, 
Have I rang'd, to find my Love. 
# Kid, a Lamb, my Fleck I give; 
Tell me only, does foe live. 


IWhite her Skin, as Monntain Susto; 

hk ber Cheeks, the Roſes blew : 

thd, ber Eye is brighter far, 

Than the beamy Marning-Stur. k. 
When her ruddy Lip you wie, 

Tis @ Berry, moift with Dew. 
Sweet ſbe breathes, as Evening Gales 
Paſſing &er the fragrant Jales: 
ide her Boſom opens, gay 

& the flow'ry Field in May. 

Low, ber gloſſy Treſſes twine, 

Like the Tendrels, on the Vine. 

Lite the Hind before the Hounds, 
Through the ſilent Latun ſbe bounds : 
fad with lightſome Foot ſhe treads, 
Ius the winding Dance foe leads, 


w 


* TY WY 


Tell me, Shepherds; have jou ſeen, 
My Delight ; my little Qucen ? 
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Nec Religionis eft cagere Ræligianem. 
TERTU r. 


— _— — — — 


VERY Attempt towards Perſecution, which 
falls ſhort of the Ixguiſitian, is Folly ; ſince it 


fruſtrates the End, for which it is exerciſed. We 


are apt to favour the Diſtreſt; and the 
— hy Gans to imagine, there muſt be 
ſomething more than ordinary in thoſe Opinions 
for which Men ſuffer Hardſhips with patience, 
This is llowed to have been one great Caue of th 
Progreſs of Chriſlianity. The World was 
— to ſee the Chriſtians aſpire to Martyr- 


dom : And ther Rebgen yoorated, apparently, 


h Perſecution. 
T # 1s Obſervation is not peculiar to Truth; ; ſince 
' Falſhood, if not overcharged with Abſurdities, can 
hardly fail of thriving under the like Difficulties. 
 WuegTHER the Orthodox, or the Arians, firlt 
began to perſecute, after the Roman E mperours 
became Chriſtians, is a queſtion not worth de- 
termining : Certain it is, hat Curing the Reigns 
of ſuch Emperours, as were of either Party, the 
eſtabliſhed 908 always deſtroyed themſelves by 
their own Extravagancies. They perſecuted the 
World, by Turns, into an Opinion of theis Adv 
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the Height of Folly, it became the 


he of Wickedneſs. Religion was transfigu- 


till the Reformation. 'The new 


with an Uniformity, under which Mul- 
lg, whe then broke out, was the Source of 


The Orthodox, however, triumphed 
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applicable to any Set of them: 


inions. The Principle, upon which 
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Poſſeſfion of the Kingdom; and I doubt not, ba 
they will keep it, fo long as the Civil Govern 
— — them in a Power »_ 
its full Vigour, that Zeal, which they are an- 
—_— * for the Glory of GoJ, and the Good 
of = Souls of their Neighbours. 
x England, likewiſe, the Church has always 


Coins moſt, when leaſt inclined to perſecute, ' 


In Queen Elizabeth”s Reign, a brotherly Corre- 
was maintained with all the Foreign 
Churches ; notwithſtanding their differ- 
ing in Rites and Ceremonies. Severe AQs were, 
indeed, made againſt Reciſancy; but, they (as u 
juſt) were chiefly levelled againſt the Papiſts; the 
declared Enemies to her Government. mult be 
owned, there happened an Exccution or two, 
which blemiſh her Reign; and which, probably, 
were owing to ſome Popiſh Prejudice; not, as yet, 
entirely laid afide. 
We find, the Puritans were much talked of: 
But, that was rather a Diſpute in the Church, 
than a Separation from it. They deſired a farther 


—— — King Charles the Firſt : When, the 
Headineſs of the Clergy in Power, and the Vio- 
lence of the "Times, cauſed a Separation. The 
| noted for their Affection to the Pro- 
— a good 
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belt, brought to be a Term of Hatred and 
— ; and then (as Sir Benjamin Rudyard 
in his Speech to that Parliament, which 
Clarendon commends with all his Pomp 
of Eloquence). every Man, who would be 

Laws, and was not an nian, 
— Inſtead of being — 
a moderate Compliance; Etcetera Oaths, 
Forms, new Canons, were impoſed : And 
yed, to ſupply. 


, that it was all, that fifteen hundred 
. 


e the 
Nation grows exaſperated; the Confuſions in- 
ceaſe; and the eftabliſhed Church is, at laſt, de- 
froped. Their Adverfaries, one would imagine, 
ould have taken more prudent Meafures: On 
the contrary ; all the various Sects, who were able 
F get into Power during the Confuſion, did (in a 

very ſwift Succeſſion) mutually perſecute each 

ather, and deſtroy themſelves. The Nation be- 


Defire of Revenge, does again poſſeſs very 
ame Part of its Clergy. Thouſands of Miniſters 
_ King Charles II. had himſelf declared to 
ſtate) are 


affected to the Peace of the Church and 

are ejected ; and, thereby, the Difſenters 

8 with Deſign) formed into a rad». / 
The Animoſity extends even to Foreign Prote- 
ante, who in the leaſt reſemble our PI 
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fat cupimns ? quid tam dextra pede concifis, ut te 
Cmatus non pœniteat, votigue peracti? 
Joven. 
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AVING, from the Beginning, ſtiled my 
ef a Fairy-Philsſopher, my Readers Ne 
magine, (I ſhall at my leiſure) conſult the Re- 
winds of the inviſible, powerful People, with whom 
L hold a Correſpondence. When I meet with 
uy remarkable Tranſactions of theirs, which more 
mmediately relate to Mankind, I ſhall make them 
Wick; more eſpecially, ſuch particular Pieces of 
wir Eiftory, as are not only delightful, but in- 
active. As the firſt Specimen of this kind, I 
mommend the following Narration to my Female 
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Turn was a Country Woman, who, well 
her Intimacy with a Fairy, deſired her to com 
delivered a Daughter : airy (t Ein 
the Infant in her Arms) faid wc Mobo? make 


pag wr The Child (if you have a mind) 
quifitely Handſome ; excel in Wit, e 


more than 


E 


A 


Rural Laſſes, that the oldeſt People hat 
ſeen. Her Turn of Wit was gentle, polite, 
inũnuating; She was of a ready Apprehenſian; 
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eis continued deaf to the Inſtances of his Mo- 
ther: But, one Morning, Þrvideſſa got a Billet into 
he bonds, which Flrella had writ to the King: 
This, the gave to a young Courtier, who, by her 
ructions, ſhewed it to the King; pretending to 
e received a Letter from his Queen, with fuch 
Sarks of Affection, as were due only to his Ma- 
. Florio (blinded by his „and the ma- 
. Inſinuations of his Mother) immediately 
miered Flore//a to be impriſoned, for Life, in a 
Tower, built upon the Point of a Rock, that 
Tod" in the Sca. There, ſhe wept, Night ard 
Thy ; not knowing, for what ſuppoſed Crime the 
was ſo ſeverely treated by the King, who had fo 
y loved her. She was permitted to fee no - 
but an old Woman, to whom Irvideſſa had 
truſted her; and whoſe Buſineſs it was to infult 
ter upon all Occaſions. | 
Now, Fhrella called to mind the Village, the 
Cattage, the ſweet Privacy, and the rural Pleaſures, 
fit had quirted. One Day, as the fate in a penſive 
overwhelmed with Grief, and to her ſelf 
zcuſed the Folly of her Mother, who choſe ra- 
Verto have her a beautiful unfortunate than 
w ugly contented Shepherdeſs; the old Woman, 
nber Tormentour, came to acquaint her, 
Mute King had ſent an Executioner to take off 
wr Head ; and that, ſhe muſt prepare to die. F- 
Ml replied ; that ſhe was ready to receive the 
oke. Accordingly, the Executioner (ſent by the 
King's Order, at the Perſuaſions of Inrvideſſa) ap- 
Fared with a drawn Sabre in his Hand, ready to 
Eifoem his Commiſion ; when, a Woman ftept in; 
Who faid, fhe came from the Queen-Mother, to 
„ or two, in private, to Florella, be- 
de was put to death. The old Woman, ima- 
Sung her to be one of the Ladies of the Court, 
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ſuffered her to deliver her Meſſage: But, it wasthe 
Fairy, who had foretold the Misfortunes of Flarells & 
at her Birth; and had now aſſumed the Likeneke 
one of Irvideſſa's Attendants. 
Su deſired the Company to retire a while; and 
then, ſpoke thus to Florella, in ſecret: Are you 
willing to renounce that Beauty, which has proved 
fo fatal to you? Are you willing to quit the Tun 
of Queen ; to put on your Comer r auth 
return to Village ? Flarella was tranſported x 
the Offer. Thereupon, the hag applied an en 
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A ed Sheep. She frequently heard P relate, and 
lament over, her Adventures: Songs were made u 
on them; w 


her Companions ; and would often 

reft : But ſtill, ſhe thought her ſelf happy, with 
her little Flock; and was never, once, tempted u 
diſcover her ſelf to any of her Acquaintance, 
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- HOEVER has recourſe to my * three firſt 

Political Lectures, will find, that I have in 

by, | them expreſſed my Thoughts in general, with refe- 

=. { nce to the. moſt confiderable Branches of that 

* which is neceſſary to be acquired by 

his Perſon, who ſhall undertake to direct, or pre- 

Vis even to judge of, the Internal Parts of Govern- 

ade ment. 

mw | Ir Princes, and Sovereign Powers, had no Re- 


Bion to each other, no Intercourſe with their 
rs, and conſequently no Affairs to tranſact 
| but with their own Subjects; the ableſt Lawyer, in 
il Countries w ere Law is not occaſional, and vecr- 
| ag with the Will of the Magiſtrate, wo ld be 

lify*d to prove the greateſt Stateſman. But, the 

perience of all Ages teac des us, that there is an- 
other Compaſs of Knowledge, of a very different 
Nature from the former, abſolutely requiſite in a 
compleat Miniſter ; and, without fore degree of 
which, 4 private Man is not enabled to form, to 
kimſelf, a tolcrable Judgment upon publick Affairs. 
D:iry: RENT States may be conſidered, with 
reſpedt to one another, as Individuals; and are (like 

Vor. II. 3 Men 
Ne 58, 64, 69. 
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WE. +. leaving the rs of the varigus po- 
litical Schemes, which — — 
— 7 their own Diſputes: It will be 
purpoſe, to obſerve (be the State of Nature, 
ny Any or + that in Fact, ever ſince ſeparate 
ments have been eſtabliſhed in the World, 
Seates (of which any Hiflories are extant) have, 
— 4 — acted upon no other Principle with 
than the View of promoting their 
And, as they all, in their Turns, en- 


ſufficiently enlightened | 
of Government, to take their Meaſures ac» 


ly : Since the Safety, Wealth and Greatneſs 
of a People do as much on a dexterous M 
nagement of Foreign irs, as the Quiet -aud 
Happineſs of a Society, within themſelves, depend 
2 regular and juſt n at home 
In order to this, a more extenſive Knowledge is it 

than a certain Prime-Minifter, I have read 
of, in a Foreign Court, was bleſt with: When Let 
ters, of fome were preſented to him 
from a Duke of Hulſtein, br ns th: 


12 and, very circumſpectly, ſem 
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ay ſuch Princc in Europe, or in any other Quar- 
Tua main Branches of in a com- 
ghar Stateſman, relating to External Pelicy, may 
reduced under three general Heads: Firſt; An 
e into all the Treaties, which have, at any 
time, deen concluded between his Maſters and Fo- 
Powers, in general: Secondly; A more di- 
of the Treaties and Tranſactions, 
negotiated between his Matters and 
or have been, in Alliance with 


pe 

ntry : Thirdly ; A perfect 
Knowledge of the different Intereſts of his Neigh-" 
urs, and what relation they bear to the true Inte- 
x of his own Nation; together with a thorough 
- | Compretenfion of the fundamental Principles, up- 
F @ which the Grandeur, Glory, and Happineſs, of 
F te Community, he ferves, do really turn. 

Iam in doubt, whether I ſhould not add (efpe- 
My in the pretent Age) by way of a fecret Inttruc- 
don to a Stateſman ; a Penetration into the Weak- 
els and Corruptions, of all his Neighbours ; and 
the Reſolution to make a judicious Advan of 
this Knowledge, on Occaſions, for the 
the Publick. But, all theſe Qualifications are of 
3 narrower, or more ample, Extent, in proportion 
many State has a larger, or more confined, Com- 
_— or Influence over, the reit of 


As to the firſt of theſe general Heads; the 

comprifed under it will appear very ne- 
ihry by obſerving ; that it is in occaſional Tas. 
wand Tragſactions, Princes are moſt apt to de- 
Die, and moſt liable to be deceived. The great 
Fuliticians of the World ſeem to have taken up an 


F 2 Opinion, 


* 
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Opinion, (almoſt unanimouſly) that ſuch Tread 
ue to be obſerved no longer than Intereſt oblig, 


Tus famous Duke of Filler (whoſe Grady] 
ſufficiently by the Letters, — 


appears 
tween him, the — and others) fn. 
_ ns; That the Intentions of Princes, and of their 
ft Miniſters, ought not to be ſubjefed to their 
Signing any Treaty, &c. ; but their Signing to be 
to their Intentions. And Amelet de la 
relates of Ferdinand the Fitth, King of Caffile, 
(who firſt aſſumed the Title of Cathelich) that when 
ana acquainted him, that Lewis the Twelfth 
France complained of having been twice cheated 
by him; his Majeſty 2 anſ 


wered, That 
the Drunkard ld; ' for be had cheated him above 
ten times. | 
To ſpeak freely to my Diſciples ; Experience has 
made it evident, that moſt Treaties of Peace are 
conſidered by the Generality of Sovereign Power, 
only as a breathing Space, in which they may ſe 
curely wait for a more convenient Opportunity of 
| better Succeſs. as Opportunities 
(which they expect 2 2 — do not preſent 
themſelves, the Rulers of the Earth continue in 
Peace; not by virtue of their Promiſes, their Oaths, | 
and their Leagues; but, becauſe it does not happen 
to be their Intereſt to break through their Engage- 
ments. So that, a true and ſolid Amity among de- 
vereign Powers, is never to be expected ; eſpecially, 
by the weaker Party. It is, at beſt, boos 
Appearance of Security ; on which the People, wha 
> 
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- To the Aut bour of the Faze-Truixxzs. 
FIR, December 2, 1718. 


$8 ſort Preface to the Dream, you 


gave us veſterday, has flattered me in a very 
age Notion concerning my Countrymen, 
which I have indulged in my Thos tor fans 
* Years: rere to 
you ; that I may know, from udgment, 
1 3, for the fore 
Tou gem to be of that Authours 
* may write n their Sleep: But, my favourite Ob- 
— ſervation is more general ; for, Lowry & late the 
Sey midſt of Bufines, and even through moſt 


of the Diverſions of Life. In a word, I am 


* ſomewhat poſitive, we have but very few Perſons 
© of either Sex, in this Iſland, who are righth 


© ExpERIENCE ſhews us, that Men and Wo- 


3 * 
F 3 


„ lick Places of Rendezvous, where tit $ 
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and the Buſineſs of the Day; which are, hkewiſe, 
« the Springs of thoſe various 
«* the Vulgar call our 


as > my Hy ſeems to account 
„ for moſt of the Actions, and the general Con- 
„ duct of Men, more rationally than the pre 
Opinion of conſidering them, as Awake 
« any un Perſon go into the 


% fort in Crouds; and he will ſcarce 
« who knows what he ſays or does. For 
« 7 C1tom enter a Coffec-Houſe, but I find 
talking their Dreams to one another. Iz 
Dany thing more uſual in the Play 


rr 


nnen 127” 
C obſerve | hem, as profoundly unaſſacted, 
A when a Sentence of fine 
„ Senſe is decently ue. How fhall we be able 
6 $8 account for this Abfurdity, if we ſuppoſe the 
6 Speftatours awake? I have, likewiſe, often heard 
s an Oratour, in a more folemn Aſſembly, hold 
« forth a long Hour, without once diſcovering by 
* one manifeſt Token, that he was not aflcep : 

At the fame time, I have obſerved above half 
s of his Hearers funk into Slumbers; and have 
© heard ſeveral of them ſore. | 

80 that, upon the Whole, Mr. Free- Thinker 

® cannot eaſily be to thiak otherwiſe, 
* than that moſt Men and Women are oftener 
* afſeep, than is imagined, both abroad and at 
4 | 


* 
e 


Tam, SIX, 
| Dur vigilant Reader, and 
© | mejt aj ectionate Diſciple, 
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Tun Notion, advanced in this Letter, appears 
+} # firſt fight very ſingular ; and yet, upon 

hon, 2 Philoſopher may be apt to favour it fo far, 
= aot wholly to reject it: Since if it is not true, it 
un leaſt plauſible and ingenious. However, as 


| Life 
this 


e lower End of a Council- Board; and 
immediately, fall faſt aſleep. There are 
indeed others (more eſpecially in Courts) who act, 
as if they were nct awake; when, all the while, 
very well know what they are about: Of this 


did his own Buſineſs (to the detriment of the Pub- 
lick) by fleeping a Dog-fleep. 


BzyrorE I enter farther into this now Mode 


the Activity (whether of Mind or Body) of a fleep- 
ing Man, there is always ſome Incoherence or Ab- 


furdity, which ſhows the Soul is not attentive to all 


her own Performances. Therefore, the never-fail- 
ing Token of a Perſon's being thorougly awake, 
| 15 
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ce we have a fignal Inflance in Fafer, who. 
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kis thinking and his acting, not only uniſormly, 


„ found Reaſon. Ys 
one ſuffers an Intermiffion in the Exer- 


in the Streets talking in Cam- 
, Ck in Parhament, or writing a Book : 
Whether the Drouſineſs proceeds from a Weari- 
fomeneſs in the Animal Spirits, or from a Heavineſs 
in the Underſtanding, he is (for the time) more 
or leſs aſleep, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 
Faom what has been faid, it is natural to con- 
dude, that the Lives of moit Men are but diſtem- 
gered Dreams, which will not bear even to be re- 
hted : The whole Courſe of their Conduct is in- 
conſiſtent ; their Actions tend to no direct, com- 
mendable Purpoſe; and they vaniſh out of the 
like Shadows, which leave no Trace be- 
mark the Place of their Exiftence, 
can we form of a Doctor, 
by bis Oce aſional Productions, has acquired 
Surname of Incon/i/?ent ? The kindeſt oe. — y 
be made for him, is to ſay, he wrote in 
On the otter hand; it is a Happineſs 
the Sleepers (or they would not long be 
in Quiet) that we can ſingle out a 
s, who are very wakeful, and unwearied 
Endeavours to prevent us from Ruin. 
ſcanty Number is Euphronius : Whether 
res, or commits his Thoughts to Wri- 
he is perpetually awake ; and what is moſt 
bis honour, not one of his numerous Adver- 
ies has ever been able to take him napping. 
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AS > the Eleits of a Contemplatrve E 

which flatters the Mind with Vifzons, and Pro- 
and new Revelations ; they are not indeed 
ſo immediately deſtructive, as the Influences of ® the 


_ —_— ſpecified in a preceding Ler- 
| dar: ty Zen cudicta to the Inte- 
reſts of Society. The Active Enthuſiaſm urges on 
its Votaries, with vehemence, to every Miſchief; 
The incapacitates Men to do any 
Good : The former diſcharges its outwardly; 
the latter i conſumes the Breaſt, in which 
it is kindled: The Activity of the one is a Curſe, 
the Supineneſs of the other a Clog, upon Society. 

Tas bad Effects of this quiet Enthuſiaſm may 
be reduced under three General Heads : A confum- 
mate Ignorance; a Total Neglect of Vertue ; and 
an unfociable Pride and 


Tre peaceable Enthuſiaſt has a more expedi- 


tious Method of coming at Knowledge and Wik 
dom, than by Study, and Reflection, and Ee 
rience. In vain recommend to him the Uſe 
of Books, the Advantage of Languages, and the Im- 
provements of Converſation, to perfect his Un- 
derſtanding: 

Ne 77. 
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unprejudiced Reaſon is Pride and Blind- 
Thus, his Soul is at laſt delivered 
up to Deluſion; he is abandoned ro Nonſenſe ; he 
rejoices in Abſurdities; and is (in all appearance) 


6 —— wY' 2 * _ 


imparted to him from above; he would be theres 
by enlightened (one would think) in a extra- 
ordinary Manner, in all the Ideas of Virtue. It might 
then be concluded, that he had immediately re- 
ceived from the Divine Hand that Knowledge, 
which other Mortals are left to diſcover by the 
Uſe of that Reaſon, which the Supreme Being has 
beſtowed upon them, * on purpoſe. But, — 
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the contrary ; the Enthufiaft is 
celled by meer Men in Vertue, as in 
His Inſpiration leads him out of the plain 
Trat of Social Vertues, into the Wilds of 
ation, that are of no uſe to Mankind: And, he 
ſeems to have taken up a Notion that Human Ver- 
tue, as well as Human Knowledge, is inconſiſtent 
with what is Divine. He is all Rapture and Extaſy 
with the warm Conceits of his own Brain ; which, 
with him, is loving God: But, he bas no 
no Care of, no Benevolence for, Men: Or, if he 
remembers any of his former Notions of Vertue, he 
looks —_— 8 82 rly Elements of 
grovelin thin may ſuffice the 
DE dinns of the Ronde Ber, on for dnt 
1 4 — of Human Society, but 
a Partaker of Heavenly Privileges; and, therefore 
he has ſhaken off the Clog of Morals, which em- 
barraſs the Soul in its Divine Aſpirings. 
this Mad- 


as far en 
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confirms 
more, Diſregard of Vertue, is the unſociable 
Pride and Arrogance, natural to a Perſon of his 
Complexion. 

As an uncommon Degree of Self-Conceit and 
Contempt of others muſt prevail in the Mind of 
Man, before Euthuſiaſm can find Admittance; fo, 
when it has ature bobs. 


* 


Ls 
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Humility, he giv 
and diveſts himſelf of every 
thour of all Beings did 
and not deſtroyed. 
 # tion to know his own Heat, he would foon diſcern 
this Farce of humbling bimſelf into Nonſenſe, to be 
the Height of Spiritual Pride : For, he preſumes, 
all the while, that he bas gained the Almighty to 
himſelf ; and that the Extravagance of his vain 
Wines ſhall be anſwered. He has fulfilled all ir- 
te, as he calls it, and merits every Reward. 
duc are the principal Failings of the Indolent, 
: Viſonary Enthuſ:aft. Upon the whole, it may be 
75 | obſerved ; that both the active, and the contempla- 
tive, Enthuſiaſm, proceed from the utmoſt Extra- 
t |} vagance of a diſtempered Imagination: The one 
e | turns Men into Drones and Ideots; and the other 
s {F makes them daring in the greateſt Crimes. 
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volatile Diſpoſition ; an- 
Cunning and Artful; a third, 


— 
* 


a fourth, Capricious; almoſt all, Faithleſs, Vain, 
and full of Idolatry to their own Charms. 


of Liſe. Whereupon, at lait he found the Daugh- 
ter of a poor Labourer, fair as the brighteſt Morn- 
ing; but ſimple and ingenuous in all her Beauty; 


1 


to 

he found a 

Woman Qua- 

lities, ſhould 

love him, „ Long 
did he fear _, 
muy hidg 

-Wiles and ted all the 

Courts; where he found the Ladies unſincere, fond 


which the diſregarded, and which, in * 


22 
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her in Marriage : None doubting 
happy with ſuch a Wife. 
Kinc Al/arute beheld her; and he loved her. 


Clarinda (fo was ſhe called) 


went from her Father's Hut into a magnificent 


Palace ; where ſhe was received by a numerous 
Court. She was not dazzled, nor diſconcerted, at 

ſudden Change : She preſerved her Simplicity, 

Modeſty, her Virtue, and forgot not the Place 
| , when ſhe was in the Height of her 
The King's Affections for her encreaſed 
daily ; and he believed, he ſhould at laſt arrive at 
belt Happineſs : Neitker was he already far from 
t; ſo much did he begin to confide in the Good- 


neſs of his Queen. He often rendered himſelf in- 


not worthy of his Admiration. So that now, there 


was but a very ſmall Remainder of Jealouſy and 
Diſtruſt blended with his Love. 

Tas Fairy, who had foretold the fatal Conſe- 
quences of his laſt Requeſt, came ſo often to 
warn him, that he thought her Im ity trouble- 
bme. Therefore, he gave Orders, that ſhe ſhould 
0 longer be admitted into the Palace; and en- 
pined the Queen not to receive her Viſits, for 
the future. The Queen promiſed to obey his 
Commands ; but, not without much Unwilling- 
becauſe ſhe loved this good Fairy. ; 

| T 
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that the Fairy, deſirous to inftruth 
Queen in Futurity, entered her Apartment in the 


ho was then inviſible, perceived it, 


| | fired 18 Jeatouty. He drew 
is Sword, and pierced the Queen ; who fell ex- 
iring into his Arms. In that Moment the Fain 
her true ; whereupon, the Ki 
knew her; and was convinced of the 
Innocence. Then, would be have killed hemfelf: 


I die wholly yours, _ 
Too late, now, Alfarute curſed his Folly, that 
put him upon wreſting a Boon from the Fairy, 


which proved his Miſery. He returned the Ring; | 


and defired his IP | might be taken from bim. 
The remaining Day his Life, he paſſed in Bit- 
terneſs and Grief; a 

but to weep perpetually over Claringa's Tomb, 


os eo 


wing no other Conſolation, 


— — 


one day, when the King williagay © 1 
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13 1 
. — Ingenuas didic iſſe ter artes 

Emollit mores, nec efſe feros. | 
| 2 
5 E, now, given my Scholars = Reſpite 
: y, for above three Months ; that 
, they might have ſufficient Leiſure to examine in- 
: Reaſonableneſs of my Preliminary Lectures, 
| diperſed through the firſt Half- Year's Papers. To 
ett of Lefſons, I may now venture to fub- 
' pi other Diſcourſes, by way of Supplement 
| farther 
„ 


Knowledge : The one conſiſts in repreſenting it as 
Gngerous; the other, as an unprofitable and con- . 
iempt ible A Cqui ſition 


THERE 


25 S well 


Tarn have been ſome artful, and 
on. ho have looked =| 
25 


upon 
with an evil Eye; 

bo, ge ogg People portende 
Danger to the State; by enabling - Subjects to fee 
too far into the s of their Governours, and 
empowering them more effectually to obſtruſt 
or countermine, the Meaſures of their Superioum 
as often as they ſuſpect or diſllike their Proceeds 


THrnese Refiners in Politicks, imagine, the 
World would be more peaceable, and tEat Revs 
Jutions in all Governments would be lefs frequent, 
it private Perſons were let into no K:.owledge be 
yond the Tillage of the Farth, and other manual 
immediately ſabſervient to the Nei 
fities of Life; and conſequently, that the bef 
Diſpoſition, the Bulk of a Nation can be in, is w 
have their Underſtandings humbled to an almoſt} 
brutiſh Stupidity; and duly qualified to receive 
what their Superiours ſhall, at any time, recum 
mend to them, as proper to be known, believed; 
and obeyed, with e blind implicit Aﬀent, and u 
limited paſſive Submiſſion. 

Tris happy State of Ignorance in the People 
is, indeed, very advantageous to thoſe Rulery 
who do not proceed upon the unalterable Prins? 
ciples of Juſtice and Equity; but, by the foves 
reign Arbitrarineſs of their own Will, as the Extras 
vagance of their Paſſions, or the „ and ii 
Advice of others, may diſpoſe them to This 


muſt likewiſe be allowed to be a very orthodas | 
Scheme, where they, who are termed ſpiritual do- 
periours and Guides, have a Set of Notions, G 
impoſe on the Community, that will not bear the 
Teſt of an impartial Examination. But, in a Couts 
try, 0 


Irrer — Arft YT ITT | 


rennen 
141 A488 an Fos ii 


12771 
HHH TH; BAHIA HBP 


. iff : $3 þ.g 4 

Tinh Rik: ig l 13 1100 
1211 Hi b 121 11115 
i 111 e Ute 
TE NAT IOHRR 1 
* ** THERE THREE Ho 1! | 


neren ST ERanr ol 


Tais. uh 


rity of their Study; but among the ſprightly 


$ Contemners of Arts and Sciences, who love to ap- 


Fours — but from the Readers 
Men, who ſtudy Buſineſs by practiſing it. Give 
the former but Leiſure, and a moderate Income to 
able them to purſue their favourite Enquiries, 
md you may govern ſmoothly for them : But, the 

grow impatient to make a Figure ; and will 


5 
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| 
; 
| 


rance ; that, the moſt Commotions are hy 
n, by & 

Fellow. 

Subjects with ſome ipecious Pretence of the Tu 
of certain Notions, of Ignorang 
udgment, 


«7; 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 


SIX, Fan. 8. 7. 
2 HE incloſed is the Copy of a Letter 0 
* a Friend of mine, who had lately the 
«© Misfortune to become a Bankrupt. You maj} 
perhaps think it proper to be inſerted in one &F 
* your Papers, to inſpire the Ladies with Genes 
« fity, by a Female Example; which is all, that#F 
intended by this Preſent, from one of your Ad; 
„ mixers, ; 2 

D244 
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"Dear Borna, Lad, Och. 29. 1718. 
* | Believe, you will not be more furpriſed with 
Letter from me, than I was by never bear- 
ing from or ſeeing you, fince we parted at Tu- 
4 On that Occaſion, I cannot but accuſe 
« of a Breach of Friendſhip, though not of 
® Troft : For, 1 doubt not, but you can give me 
« z ſatisfactory Reaſon for the one, though not 
« for the other. | 
« BesiDEs ; you promiſed, Never te forſake 
* me, whilſt J was worth @a Great And you 
* know, I am worth four thouſand Pounds, ſtill; 
* which is more, than yuu had to begin with at 
« firſt. 
| | © Ip you will come over ſoon, you ſhall have 
i all, to try your Fortune once again: And 1 
G iſe you, to live within fifty Pounds a Year 
| © till you have doubled it. And, to ſatisfy you, f 
do not propoſe this, with a View to make any 
Advantage of what is paſt ; I aſſure you, I thall 
* with pleaſure quit all Pretenſions to any Thing, 
* you may acquire, for the Time to come. 
tk; © Bur, I cannot bear to think of your living 
out of England, in a Country, where it is im- 
* poſſible you thould find fo many Friends, as here. 
* 'This is your time to try them: And, by what 
J can learn, every one is more concerned for 
pour Loſs, than for their own; and I do not 
* doubt, but they would all ſerve you, when you 
* think it convenient to return. But, if you 
Dean give any good Reaſon, why you will not 
come; I deſire, you will let me how I 


” ws nd 


” ww TT I" Ou ET 


B. g. d s 


246 The Fzre Tumx zx. 


*- ſelf with Fancies of what the World may EH 


cc 
«6 
46 
* moſt ſerviceable to you. I had Word ſent mg, 
« hft Night, of a certain Perſon's Death; and 
that many were about taking her Houfe : But, 
«© I ſhall let that and other Deſigns alone, unleß 
you will promiſe to be with me ſometimes ; and 
<< then, I would rent a Houſe at a convenient Db 
<< ſtance for to retire to on Saturday- Nighu 
« Bur, if nothing, I have faid, wiil prevail with 
you, I have one thing more to offer; which (1 
<< hope) will make you hugh at leaſt : I will mary 
<< againſt Conſent, on purpoſe to give you half mp 
are 


« Fortune, The 


« am got to my ald Friend Mrs. D's, where we 


<< drink your Health, at Night, in warm Ale; and 


-<c 


. -< fay, I am beginning to cant; fo, it is time to 
* conclude ; which I ſhall do, wiſhing you all 
<< Health and Happineſs ; con che batis li mani.” 


How beautiful and engaging are the Sentiments 
of a fine Mind, expreſſed in an a: *.:fs, fimple Man» 
ner! And bow flat and inſipid are the laboured 
Writings of ſome Men of Skill, who ſcarce ever ſed 
" che Language of the Heart And win, 


order my Affairs accordingly, in the manner 
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&; no Perſons of any Merit or 


reduced to unſurmountable Difficulties, by the ſmall 
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_— bob cot into Stu- 
ty, or the moſt fordid Avarice, would be 


Life; yet, it will be difficult to calculate what 
garticular Profit accrues from any one, or more, 
of them to the Poſſefſour. In ds manner, 
Enowledge may be a valua 
—— aſſign the exat 
portion of the Advantage, it may bring to the 
; Man of Learning, | 
Fr muſt, indeed, be conſeſſed, that in all Ages 
hes, who have made the moſt uſeful Diſcoveries 
of hidden "Truths, were animated by a nobler Paſ- 
fon, than the Love of Gain. They were fo ena- 
Wired with the Cha:ms of Knowledge, that 
en- not wichſtamling their narrow Circumſtances) 
debe bal no Allurem' nts to ſlacken their 
nes; thinking themf-!e; more glorio! fly rewarded 
by the #:blin.e Spec latione they brought to light, 
Mam if theo ha! ficcee le! in the m- ot EXtravagant 
Purfuits of Ava ice or Amin. 

Ir is to the Nen, who have N the Ad- 


eee 


*mantaves of an active Lie, that ww 1 hn in (ebred 
for the diſcovering, and 8 Ae the creat 
Truths in Philofophy, MC-. E av other 


Parts of Learning, from which Mankind reap i 
much Benefit. And if others, after the Examy!e of 
their renowned Predeceſſours, can be pleaſed with a 
moderate Fortune, that they may be more at leif.:re 
fore their Minds with Knowledge; or, to com- 
municate their Treaſure to Mankind by their Wri- 


; they may hope for a Pardon from thoſe, who 
4 G 3 2 
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rt might expect to be io. ght after, and called upon, 
two quit its Retirement. Nevertheleſs, it muſt be 
acknowledged, that the Man of Merit would have 
Iitte cauſe to complain, if Fe was when 
my offered himſelf. Neither can it be 

Perfons in Power ſhould, in the Multi- 
Hurry of Buſineſs, have either the In- 
the Leifure, to hunt after concealed 
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tempt, 
| Vards himſelf; and Mankind juſtly combine to neg- 
e lect 


Fa, illi limina Diuum 3 
Tangere, ait. Simul alta jubet diſcedere late 
na, qua juvents greſſus inferret: At illum_ 
Curvata in montis faciem circumftetit unda, 


— 
- 


Vine. 


* — 


if 


T from with greater difficulty, than the Dem 
of communicating forbidden Knowledge ; which 
when they dare not openly propagate, they will 
find a thouſand nr 
it imperceptibly through the con- 
cealed InftruQtions (like the clandeſtine Meflags 
of ſecluded Lovers) are mutually — 
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HERE is no Crime, Men are reſtrained. 
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I am led into this Strain of Romantic Reflec- 
lietle Piece, written in the Ca/ftifian 
Juan de Velaſco (a Knight of the 
Onder of Calatrava, deſcended from u Noble Fa- 
:aftil:) who was a concealed-Lover of | 
diſguiſed this libertine :Iinclination 
have been eſteemed a greater Blemiſa 
Character, than the moſt criminal Intrigue) 


T 


he careleſs Air of a Novel. The Original 

yſterious, and- needs more Explanation, 

ſafely given, in its native 
: But, when I have taken it out of this 
rity, it will furniſh a very inſtructive Enter- 
my Diſciples ; who will (doubtleſs) be 
with fuch an uncommon Curiofity, as a - 
Thinker. | 
Philoſophy of this little Tale turns upon 
Incident, it will not be neceffary to relate - 


i 


1 


ths 


0 
? 


4 


is the Hero of the Piece, attempts to 
rejudices, Liſarda had conceived 
; and to determine her Opinion in his 


F © 


Ca 
F 


ick Skill it takes the Title of, EI Gobrer- 
uyzios : The 3 of Opinions, 
5 


2 
E. 
1 
1 


Train of Adventures, contained in it. 


Power of an Enchantreſs: From 
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the Attention of as many of my Readers as are d 
deu to enter into the true of his Alle 


able, whenever any new Weights were laid in the 
Killance, by its nodding to and fro, with flow and 
_— Vibrations; fo as to continue wavering 
ad unſettled, till every Weight had acquired its 
pt degree of Gravitation; which it retained, with - 
at the leaſt Variation, on — | 
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and the imaginary Dangers of a fair Examination, 
vanith ; that all Argumentation, if it 
„ leads only to Truth; and 

of Errour is betrayed by ever 
ment, which is produced in ſupport of i 
as foon as the true Tendency of that Argument 
comes to be rightly 


| is conducted, by the fair Magician, through | 
confuſed Labyrinth of intellectual Machines; and, F 
is agreeably amuſed with a Variety of pleaſant E 


Periments, and ſurpriſing Changes. As be 
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form one Pillar to another, his buſy Hand alters 
the Opinions of Men: . A_ Love of Novelty prevaik, 


falſe Religion, tremble . his Approach: Every 
Touch of his defiroys a or advances a new 


Science ; cancels the Decrees of 2 modern Council, 
or revives an Truth. Methinks, I fee 
him (not without Envy) reQtifying the heedlefs Mi- 
flakes of Youth, or removing the ſettled Prejudices 
42 changing the Deſtiny of Lovers, or fixing 
the of the Fair; and playing, wi 
Succeſs, all the unlucky Pranks, which the-moſt am- 
bitious Free- Thinker would attempt, cculd he obtain, 
for a Day, the like Power over the Judgments of 
Men, or the Inclinations of Women. | 

Taz various Adventures, Allele met with, 
of this kind, make the moſt diverting Part of the 
2. J Novel; and may, perhaps, furniſh out far 


ther Entertainment to my 


e eee 
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of what was faid, on Manda 
laſt; I come now to conſider, how far Learne 


diſqualifies Men for Bufinefs. 

T is generally thought, the Student is fo deeply 
immers'd in tions on the Philoſophy and 
Tranſactions of former Ages, that he can give ns 
Attention to the Affairs of the preſent; or that, he 
is ſo intent upon general and ſublime Truths, that 
his Obſervation ſtoops not to the minute and trifling 
Occurrences of Life: And that, notwithſtanding 


the comprehenſive Rules of Wiſdom, he may have || 


formed in Theory ; he has not the Skill and Dex- 
terity to apply thoſe Maxims to the particular Cir- 
cumftances of Action, in which be may ba 


Trover this Object ĩon ſt ould be allowed in 
many Inftances, yet it redounds only to the Da- 
mage of the Student, not of others, who may my 
fome Benefit from his Labours. 

Tre knowing Divine is equally able to folve 
a Caſe of Conſcience; the Counſellour en; 
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N' go. Friday, Jan. 30. 1718. 


Omnia mala Erempla bonis Initiis orta ſunt. 
Salrusr. 


** 


r * 
. 


N popular and in mixt Governments, Men have 
always been more watchful and ſollicitous for 
the Publick-Weal, than in abſolute and unlimited 
| Monarchies. Their Intereſt engazes their Anea- 


on their 


a well or il|-grounded Jealoufy) to be in- 


; the Intemperateneſs of their Zeal, with the 


( 
Rigated to take up Arms in Defence of their Li- 
2 Uzanimicy in their Counſels, 


them to become the Property of their de- 


want 

ex 

figning Leaders; Who, to carry on fome private 
Scheme of their own, fr Matti 
tude beyond 


thought were invaded : And when, upon their Suc- 
ces, they might eaſily have obliged the King to 
grant them a full Security, againſt any future At- 


Dr 
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wages to their prejudice ; then, did the Dexterity 
| is Chiefs tru making the Bulk of 
Mon a in dine Cootradifion to their own 
Pact, only, is the Intereſt of the People; 


War, the of a Few: And, though it 
max ſometimes be neceſſary to have recourſe to 


fear. 


to have even projected. Such was 


dere 
ele of our Civil Wars: And, ſuch does Hiſtory 


ſew us to have been the Fate of every People, 
vo have, needlefsly, entruſted their Liberties to 
tte Diſcretion of a military Power. 

ALL my Readers will readily aſſent to the 
Truth of what I bave obſerved, in reſpect to the 
Multitude ; fince every one will be apt to except 
mnſelf out of the Number. I ſhall, therefore, 
kther obſerve, that even the Heads of Parties, and 
ie Men, who pretend to a ſupetiour Knowlege in 
75 Politicks, 


1 


164 The FurZ-Tu in II. Ne 
Politicks, are as liable to the ſore mentioned F; 
as the meaneſt of the People. And, indeed; alf the 
Errours of the People are juſtly charged upon their 
Leaders; whoſe Authority carries the Vulgar foften 
deſignedly) into Mi takes, which they woull other. 
wiſe avoid: And, to fuch rafh, aſpiring Patriots, 
did our 3 Grandfathers owe all the Misfor- 
tunes Miferies of their Times. 
Me: naturally paſs from one Deſire to another: 
At firſt, they only wiſh to be fecare ; that effected, 
they enJeavour to grow powerful: And the Means 
generally choſen for their Defence, are fuch as 
render them formidable. This Point gained, they 
are zealous to retort upon the Aggreſſour the Injury, 
which they parry from themſclves. Thus, after the 
Liberties of the People were, by a Series of Viets 
ries reſcued from the Danger, which was 
to threaten them; the LezCers. :E vated by Res 
venge (with an Apprehenfion of their own Ruin, 
if a Peace was conclude:!) fil} proſecuted the War, 
utterly to extirpate that Regal Power, which at 
firit endeavoured to cruſh their Authority ; and 
which, if ever reſtore+, would be as able, as it was 
deſirous, to extinguith all their Hopes. The 8 
ceſs is well known: The Leaders of the People, 
who were only verſed in the Arts of a Civil Life, F'74 
are diſpoſſefied of their Power by treir Servants: Bf 
And a new Set of Men, who were made uſe of a I 
Inftruments to fight their Battles, and to deſtroy F 
the Royal Party, employ the Sword, they were 
entruſted with, to make themſelves Maſters of tie 
two contending Powers. 
Tun is nothing fo to be ſtudy's Þ* 
by the Leaders of Parties, as the Genius and Tem- 
per of the People they have to deal with: But, JF 
there is one Failing common to the Multitude, in all . © 
Hations; 66 r r, 1 
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bent upon, without the leaſt Regard to Conſe- 
e whether good or bad. I ſhall compliment 
wy Reader, with truſting him to verify this Remark 
yaw the Enit, by Examples of his own chooſing : 


well underitood by the Aar eſchal de Baſſe 
who, ſeeing how clofely the Siege of Roc (the 
Retreat of the Proteſtants, who were the only 
kiknce of Power againſt the approaching T yran- 
ay of the Court) was preſſed by Lewis the XIII. 
wrote to a Friend; That the Zeal of the Catholicks 
wainſt Fugonoti/m was fo warm, that he believed, 
they would be Fools enough to take the Teton. 

Bur, if wc examine more particularly the Con- 
of the Men of Power in the late Times, we 
Ball perceive, their Zeal carried them contrary to 

mon Senſe. A very little Reflection will con- 
mace a Man, that the Bulk of any People are al- 


mays fond of the Form of Government, to which 


ey have been long accuſtomed. It avails nothing, 
tat a projected Change is, in on, for the 
iter: For, it is evident from Hiſtorical Facts, that 
en a Nation has been, through many Years, in- 
A tothe very worſt Form (an abſolute R ) 
accident they acquire Liberty, itis very di 


Fnot almoſt impoſſible, for them to preſerve it. A 


Prog enſlaved, are wholly unacquainted with 
— for their Defence and Preſerva- 
on; like a Tyger bred up in Confinement : If, at 
, be breaks looſe by accident from his Chains 
hat knowing where to find his Food, and unac- 
wainted with the proper Haunts, and Places of 
Mage] he becomes an eaſy Captive to the firſt 
ion, who ſhall endeavour to re-inchain him. 


nnr, an univerſal Corruption be added; it 
+ lick 
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I obſerve, that this lar Diſpoſition was 


Bur if, to a People's being long accuſtomed to 
S altogether impracticable to eſlabliſh a pub- 
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» lick Liberty. Rome, upon the Expulſion of the 

Targuins, as yetentire ip its Vertue, was able not on- 
ly to affert, but to maintain, its Liberty: But aſter- 
wards, enervated by Luxury, and habituated to 
Tyranny, i in vain were the Caligula's, and the Nes 
0 : | The Spirit of Liberty was ext inguiſhed; 
and, not a Patriot left, who even entertained a 
Thought of reſtoring the Common-we:lh : Theix 
Wiſhes aſpired only to the Change of Maſters; and 
their Ambition ws confined to a poor, privac Re 
ona T When a Nation once comes 
to this State acv, it isincapable of Liber- 
x 41 and can only from one Tyranny to ano- 
: And, ſhould a 1. Genius be able to 
Freedom on his Fcllow-Citizens, it would, 
SU Deke wail Kke 6 Dr. ? Thus Syra- 
cuſe, which bad groaned under the Yoke of the 
Dienyſii, was compelled into Liberty, during the 
Lives of Dion and Timoleon ; 8 De- 
ceaſe, it precipitated to its wonted Slavery. 

Bur, to come nearer to the Troubles of this 
— The Experience of all Ages ſhews, that, 
to new-model the Governmentof 
* . — State (eſpecially, where the Conſtitution 
the Subjects great Proportion of Liberty 
ought, in prudence, to preſerve as many 
Ancient Forms of Adminiſtration, as poſſible; 


Body of the People ; who are more go- 
by the Appearance, than by the Reality, 
of Things. Thus, when the Romans created two 
5, inſtead of a King, they would not ſuffer them 
to — the ie cf Lifors, which ufually 
preceded their Kings ; leſt the ſhould de 
ſhocked with an unuſual Mark of Terrour : By the 
fame Prudence they continued an Officer, dignt- 
fy's with the Title of King; 3 Gar Ge FREY 
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mn 2 Perſon with that Character to afliſt in 
in Sacrifices, inſtituted during their Monarchy. 
Tuts Conſiderations (to omit many others, 
which might be added) make me wonder, how it 
enter into the Thought of any Eng/ifmen, 
waſt fo contrary to the univerſal Diſpoſition of his 
Country men, as to attempt to convert this King- 
bm into a Common wealth; and, which is yet more 
„a Common-wealth (as it was projected) in 
which the Members of the ſupreme Council were to 
v elected from Countries of different and diſtant Si- 
wations, and oppoſite Intereſts. A Cummon- wealth 
a great City may be comprehended; but, a 
mmon-wealth of a large extenſive Country, is 
A, and impradicable : And vet, this was the 
which the Heads of the Parliament-Party 
The People were amuſed with fo many 
| and extravagant Forms of Govern» 
nent, that being wearied with and not 
to upon another, they reſtored the an- 
eat Form: which was done with ſuch precipita- 
an, that they did not ſo much as think of capitu- 
ing for that Security of their Liberties, to obtain 
dic they at firſt began the War; and which 
ing the Proſecution of the War) they had, in 
Heat of their Jealouſy rej 
Fcannot conclude this Diſcourſe without obſer- 
bag, T hat fince every Expedient propoſed to remedy 
growing Miſchief in a State is more excellent, the 
ler, or rather the more imperceptible, Changes it 
a; on this account, the Late Revalution may be 
Kt eſteemed, not only the happieft, but alſo the 
wiſely conducted Affair, that was ever executed 
Man. By the Succeſs of fo gjorious and 
Enterpriſe, the immortal King Milliam reſcued 
Kingdoms from Slavery; and effectually re- 
ied all thoſe Evils, which the Tyranny of his 
Predeceſſour 
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Predeceffour had introduced; and this, withoue 
the leaſt Alteration in the ancient Conſtitu- 

tion of the Kingdom. 


Ne gt. Monday, Feb. 2. 1718. 


Plato tum denique fore beatas Reſpublicas putavit, þ 
ent dofti & ſapientes homines eas regere cep 
fent;, aut qui regerent, omne ſuum ſtudium in Dec- 

trina & Sapientia cellacaſſent. 
Cre. ad Q Fratr. 


OR the farther Satisfaction of my Readers, who 
may have given their Attention to“ my Three 
Lectures; I hall, this Day, cloſe the 
Aft of thoſe Diſcourſes (which as yet remains imper- 
ſect) by the following Reflections. 
Tnouen the Acquiſitions of K of 
what kind ſoever, through Study and Contempla- 
tion, will not alone enable any one to become a 
Stateſman, who is not endowed with a proper Ge- 
nius ; as neither can the Force of Practice and Ex- 
perience, where there is not a Foundation in the 
natural Abilities of the Perſon : Yet, I have ſhewn, 


that a Courſe of ſerious Studies cannot fail | 4: 
of improving a Man's Parts. So that, he, who lined 
without Literature approves himſelf capable of pub» bons 
lick Buſincſs and weighty Affairs, would acquit him- — 
ſelf yet more like a Maſter, with tbe Addition of J* 
ſuitable Learning. His Studies would give him js. 
w 


- 


N“ 85, 87, 8g. 
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faithful 22 y'd — 6 
& Thought. Nature being thus improv 
ke would be more able to dive into the Depths of 
ned, to unravel the Intricacy, and to metho- 
fe the Multiplicity, of Affairs; a» likewiſe to ſore- 
ke, and to prevent, Difficultics; and to fore-arm 
timfelf againft fuch Occurrences, as are not to be 
avoided. 
MorxzoveRr ; the Man, who afpires to 
ments, and has previouſly ſtored his Mind 
henſive Knowledge of the true Foun- 
ight and Wrong, of Property, of Li- 
„and of „ in general; of the Nature, and 
- | the of Government, with the ſeveral Forms 
of it, and their reſpective Advantages and Diſadvan- 
tages; the Maxims of found Politicks, acknowledg- 
ed, and ſucceſsfully practiſed, by the Wiſe Men of 
former Ages; the Conſtitution of his own Coun- 
try, and the prevailing Temper of the People: 
The Man, I fay, who comes thus greatly qualified in- 
w publick Affairs, will be capable of more cxtenfive 
Views and nobler Deſigns, than one, who brings 
with him, to a publick Station, no farther Skill, 
than is jounded on his private Obſervations upon 
the or particular Occurrences of the Times ; 
n the Converſation, that happens concerning them 
in his own hearing; or, on the Peruſal of fome 
mdigeſted Pamphlets, which his Bookſeller, or 
bme prejudiced Perſon, may put into his Hands. 
As to Experience; the Learned Man is not con- 
lined to the Narrow Compaſs of his own Obferva- 
tons, nor yet to the additional Store of his Ac- 
. but launches out, by the help of Hi- 
„ into the Experience of all Ages and Coun- 


* 
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and Common-Wealths, 


— they have 
upon themſelves, and their Families. 

Ax p, as Human Nature is perpetually the ſame, 
ever ſubject to the ſame Paſſions and Corruption, 
and ftill equal to the fame Abilities and Vertues; 
there is no good Hiſtory of any Age, or People, but 
may furniſh an underſtanding Reader with very 
uſeful Inſtructions, as to his own Nation, and the 
Times, in which he lives. So ſenſible was Alexan- 
der (one of the beſt of the Roman Emperours) of 
this, that indifficult Affairs, he was not ſatisfied bare- 
ly with Advice from the experienced Stateſmen, he 
had about him ; but, before he took his final Re- 
ſolutions, he would know from Men of Letters 
(whom he retained in his Court) what they remem- 
bered in Hiſtory, parallel to the Caſe betore him; 
what had been done in former Times on the like 
Occaſions, and with what Succeſs. 

Tuus, the Perſon who has N 
judicious Choice, and knows the right Uſe, of Books, 
Lan (to his own limited Experience) add ghe Wi- 


dom, 
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Tus many and bloody Wars Mithridates the 
Great had been engaged in, againſt the Romans, as 
well as againft ſeveral barbarous Nations; and with 
iety of Succeſs; is known to every one, 


om Name; yet, on his Journey, and 
while he wintered in Greece, he fo far improved 
hunſelf in the Art of War, by ing the Hi- 


ſtories he had formerly read; that after ſeveral 
Battles 
the 


and Sieges, Mithridates pronounced him to 
moſt expert and able Commander, next to 
the Great, that he had ever known, or 
mad of in Hiſtory, | 


= 
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Da ſpatium vite, multos da, Jupiter, ams: 

= recto vultu, ſelum hoc, & pallidus optas. 
d quam continuis & — longa ſenectus 

Plena matis ! = 
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entice young Ladies to in Reading, 

and to lead them inſenſibly into the Paths of 

Philoſophy, I have lately given them * two Win- 

ter-Evening Tales; to which I ſhall add a third of 

- fo general an Inſtruction, that it may ſerve for a 

Leſſon to the whole Sex, from the Princeſs con 
to the Country-Nymph. 

THERE was, upon a Time, an old Queen; fo 
very far ſtricken in Years, that her Majeſty was 
toothleſs and bald. Her Head ſhook and trembled 
y, like the Leaves of an Aſpin; and her 
Sight was ſo dim, that Spectacles were of no longer 
.'Uſe to her. Her Mouth was almoſt hid by the 
near Approach of the Noſe to the Chin : Her Sta- 
jpoe was fs hainited, that fhe was fhounk as 
z and her Back fo bowed, that you 


A Fain, " who had affiſted at the Birth cf this 
2 and ſaid; Do yeu deſire to 


grow 
Ns 80, 84. 
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: I would part with all my Jewels, to be but 


ed to fpare you her Youth and Health. To whom, 
therefore, ſhall we give your hundred Years ? 

Here uro, the Queen gave Orders to make 
diligent Enquiry, through the Ki for 2 
Perſon, who might be willing to barter Youth for 
Age, upon a valuable Conſideration. When theſe 
Orders were publickly known, a many poor 
Feople, from all Parts, flocked to the Court ; all of 
them defirous to be made old and rich : But, when 
had feen the at dinner, hideous in her 
ities, trembling and coughing over a Meſs of 
Water-Gruel, and doating ever and anon, as ſhe 
hoke ; not one was inclinable to take up the Bur- 
en of her Years. They choſe rather to live by 
Begging, and to enjoy Youth and Health, in Rags. 
There came, likewiſc, a Croud of ambitious Per- 
ns; to whom ſkc promiſed great Dignities, and the 
tigheft Honours : But, when they had ſeen her; 
wat will all our Grandeur avail (faid they) when 
we ſhall appear fo frightful, as to be aſhamed to 
few our ſelves in publick ? 

Ar laſt, there came a young Country-Girl (whoſe 
Name was Mp/y) in full Bloom; who demanded 
0 leſs than the Crown, as an Equivalent for her 
Youth and Beauty. The Queen immediately grew 
angry: But, to what purpoſe? She was bent upon 
renewing her V igour at any Rate; and ſaid to Mep- 
Let us divide my Kingdom, and fhare alike : 
You ſhall reign over the one half; and I will con- 
ent my ſelf with the other: This will be Power 
mough in conſcience for you, who are but a lit- 
it mean Peaſant. No, _ I am not 

| 3 ſo 


Wren the two Parties ſeemed now diſpoſed 
to an Agreement, and were ready to ſtrike the Bar- 
gain, in comes the Fairy ; and, addrefling her ſelf 
to Mopfy, faid: Are you willing to make Trial of 
the Condition of an old Queen; and fce firſt how 
you like it, before you reſolve upon the Change, in 
os earneſt? With all my heart; replies the Girl. 


- 


er Forehead is inſtantly furrowed with W rinkles; 
her cheſnut Hair turns white; ſhe grows peeviſh 
and moroſe ; her Head ſhakes ; her Teeth are looſe; 


and ſhe is, already, an hundred Years old. The 


Fairy then opens a little Box, and lets out a Multi- 
tude of Officers and Courtiers of both Sexes, rich- 
ly apparelled : who foon ſhot up into the full Sta- 
ture of Men and Women, and paid their Homage 
to the new Queen. She is conducted to her Chair 
of State; and a coſtly Banquet is, immediately, ſet 
before her: But, alas, ſhe has no Appetite, and can- 
not bear the Fumes of the Table: Her Limbs fail 


her, — to walk: She is aukward, 2. 
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bled to find her ſelf but meanly apparelled ; 
y ; and her Waiſtcoat of a 


more weary of yours: Take your Crown again; 

and give me back my Ruffet Garment. The Ex- 

change was foon made: As foon, the Queen wie 
thered ; and the Virgin-Peafant bloomed afreſh. 

The Reititution was hardly compleated, on both 

dars; when, each began to repent : But, it was too 

hte ; for, the Fa:ry had now condemned them both 
tw remain in their proper Condition. 

I Tas Queen bewailed herſelf daily, upon the 
malleſt Indiſpoſition: Alas, (would the fay) if I 
was Aopſy at this Time, I ſhould fleep, indeed, in 

Cottage, and feed upon Cheſnuts ; but then, by 

Day, I ſhould dance in the Shade with the Shep- 

terds, to the ſweet Muſick of the Pipe. What am 


I the happier for lying 
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Es variis ingeniis excellentiſſima queque libavindds : 
ex its enim, qui nomine & memoria dignt ſunt, nec 
nibil optime, nec omnia præclariſſime, qui/quam di- 


cere nobis videbatur. 
Ci c ER. de Invent. I. 2. 


12 run deeply in Arrears to my Correſpon- 
& dents, (a Debt I have been, and ſhall be ſome- 
times liable to) partly, through my Inability to 
Think Freely oftner than twice in a Week; partly, 
through their Letters and Papers not falling in with 
my preſent Views, though moſt of their Expec- 
tations will be anſwered by degrees; and, partly, 
through the Subjects I am neceſſarily engaged in, 
as particular Occafions, or the Proſecution of my 
main Purpoſe, may require. I deſire, thereiore, 
1 
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Friends and Well-Wiſhers will not ſuſpect me 
of any Neglect towards them, through the Con- 
a | am obliged to obſerve, with regard to the 
Publick. 

Tre following Letter (out of thoſe I have ſet 
more immediately for the Prefs) comes firſt, 
I not by reaſon of the Honour it does to theſe Dif- 
I courſes; fince Imputations of this kind, have been 
obviated in the twenty-ſeventh Paper : But, becauſe 
it is of the oldeſt Date, and exprefles the earneſt 
Defire of a young Gentleman, to be informed in 
a Matter of great Importance, not only to himleif, 

but to the whole Nation. 


A 


Mr. Fxee-TrinkER, Jan g. 1718. 


* THE firſt Lecture, you were pleaſed to oblige 

1 the World with, I had the Honour of rea- 

ding with a Perſon of diſtinguiſhed Senſe and 

& Quality, At that time, I took up your Paper 

more out of Good Manners, and the Reſpect I 

* owed to the Company, than out of any Efteem 

* had for the Character it bore. To ſpeak the 

truth; I was then afraid of you: Not that I 

* wanted to be convinced, that to Think Freely, 

in its genuine and proper Senſe, is innocent; 

for, I always keld it to be the moſt rational, and 

the moſt neceſſary, of all human Li erties: 

* But, becauſe I was ſenſible, the Title of the Pa- 

' | © per had been often abuſed to countenance every 

| © Novelty, that even unthinking Men have broach- 
 F<cd to the World. 

Tu Iſſue of all my Apprehenſions is, that 

Im Prejudices have only ſerved to render me 

* pleaſed, almoit againſt my Will Ever fince, 

I have conitantly peruſed (from time to time) 

your excellent Reflections; not only by Choice, 

| II 5 but 


« it, now, amongſt none of my ſmalleſt Debts to 
« that noble Lord, that I was firſt made acquaint- 
« ed with you, by his Introduction. You, Sir, 
% have redeemed an honeſt Expreſſion, proſtituted 
« to wrong Purpoſes; you have reſcued it out of 
« the hands of the Sons of Violence, — 
6 jt to its original Luſtre, and native 
« teaching us at once to Speak Properly, . 
4 Think Frech. 

«< Bur, it is not my Intention to enlarge 


upon 
« your Commendation. I have Buſineſs with you, 


more acceptable to ſuch Spirits, as I take yours 
« tobe: In a word, I have a Favour to requeſt, of 
% no ſmall conſequence. 

_« You muit know then, Mr. Free-Thinker, I 
« am a young man, ordained the very laſt 
« Ember-IVck. I am deeply ſenſible of the Weight 
«< of my Office; and would fain diſcharge my 
Duty, in my Function, as compleatly, as my poor 
« Ahbilitics will allow me to execute it. But; what 
4 I more immediately labour to acquire, at pre- 
* ſent, is the Art of Preaching ; ſuch a Manner, I 
„ mean, of expreſſing my Thoughts, as may moſt 
<< effectually promote the Intereſts of pure Reli- 
gion, and the Welfare of my Fellow-Creatures. 
* In my Endeavours after this Perfection, I ſet 
<« before me the Examples of all the great Men, 
„ who have been eſteemed eminent Preachers; 
ce whoſe Style and Sentiments have had the Appro- 
<< bation of the eres Age, in which they flou- 
* riſhed ; not the living Examples, we 
* now enjoy. And, indeed, I think a Student is 
far from wanting very excellent Patterns, amongſt 


dur Erglih Divines: I find it rather an Incon- 


« venience, that the Variety confounds my _ 


« and Giitradts my Judgment, Were there but 
© one 
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one Inſtance of Excellency, I flatter my (-If, 
that I could tread (tolerably at leaft) in the Steps 
« of my Guide: But, while the Models, I ſtudy 
« after, appear fo different, and yet fo beautiful, 
« all in their kind; I am at a loſs, which to pre- 
« fer, 

« UxDER this Perplexity, I know no Man fo 
« jikely to relieve me, as your ſelf : The judicious 
Remarks you have publiſhed on all Occaſions, 


« which have fallen in your Way, ſatisfy me, you 


« are able; and, your noted Humanity will not 
et me ſuſpect you of Backwardneſs to aſſiſt 
any one, in his laudable Purſuits. Do then, | 
« Mr. Free-Thinker, in fome of your kind Lec- 

« tures be pleaſed to touch upon this needful Qua- 
« lification, at your Leiſure. So ſhall you tri- 
« ymph in the Glory of conduQting, even, Guides 
« themſelves; a Glory, not attained to by any of 
© your Pre leceſſours: You will, likewife, enjoy 
© the comprehenſive Pleaſure of obliging all Man- 
* kind, at the fame time that you oblige your Ad- 


| © mirer, 


ACADEMICUS. 


SIX, Feb. 7, 1718. 
HERE is nothing I covet more, than the 
Approbation of Gentlemen of your Profeſſion; . 

becauſe, nothing can more contribute towards re- 

brming the groſs Prejudices, and the diſſolute 

Manners, of the People, than the Clergy's reſolv- 

ng to Think Freely, and to preach up the diſinte- 
d Love of Truth to their Hearers. 

You have very generouſly (though too early) 
preſſed me to enter upon a Task, which has, from 
ve Bezinping, lain Jormant in my Scheme of fu- 
we Lecture; wad which, I hope, in a proper 

II 5 Time, 
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Time, I may be able to acquit my ſelf of, to the 


Satisfaction of theſe honeſt and ingenious St: 
who are defirous to make a right Uſe of the Elo- 
quence of the Pulpit. In the mean time, that I 
may not leave you wholly unrefolved in your pre- 
ſent Difficulties; ; I ſhall give you a general Obſer- 
vation or two upon S:z/e and Sentiments; both 
which you are pleaſcd to mention in your Letter, 
UPox ſecond Thoughts, you will not imagi 
the Variety of 
you, while you are ſtudying to form a Style to your 
ſelf. No fingle Mafter can teach the whole Com- 
paſs of the Art he profeſſes: Neither is any growing 
Genius to confine his Ingenuity to one of 
Imitation. No Authour is compleat in all the 
Graces and Perfections of Compoſitions ; ſo as to 


may have occaſion to handle. One (for Inſtance) 


is the Didactick, and Explanative Language; another, 
is the Perſuaſive: And, even every Paſſion has its 
peculiar Utterance. One Preacher may be emi 


nent for his great Propriety and Purity; another, 


n this, for a con- 
ciſe, that, for a flowing ; one, for the exath 
neſs of Method, ey IN. ; and another, 
for the Copiouſneſs of 12 Tberefore, 


are to tranſplant into your own 
Er 


impartially of them. Thus, the j 
accompliſhes himſelf (beyond a — who is en- 
tirely Home-brcd) in Gracefulneſs of Behaviour, 
and Politeneſs of Manners, as well as in many Rules 
of Prudence and Politicks, by the — - 


good Writers any diſadvantage to 
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has an Opportunity to make in the ſeveral great 
Cities and Courts, he viſits. 

Tus fame general Remarks will hold equally 
true with regard to Sentiments. One may excel 
in the Sublimity of his Thoughts; another, in fa- 
miliar and happy Illuſtrations of Notions, not clear- 
ly apprehenced by the Vulgar: A third may be 
nice in diſtinguiſhing and circumſcribing Verthes 
and Vices; and a fourth, in anatomizing the Pas- 
fions of the Soul. Bur the principal Care of a young 
Clergyman (who would not pervert Mankind by 
Preaching) ſhould be, to ſtore his Mind with man- 
ly and practical Notions of the great Truths in Re- 
ligion and Morality ; to convince himfelf fo tho- 
roughly of them, as not to be afraid to inculcate 
them, notwithſtanding the Corruption of the Age; 
or, at leaft, to be fo far confirmed in his Integrity, 


' 3s not ſolemnly to deliver, from the Pulpit, popular 
| Errours, for ſacred Truths. This (though the moſt 


material) is a Perfection not hard to be acquired: 
And I wiſh it could be faid, the Praiſe of it is too 
common to make it a diſtinguiſhing Character. 

I ſhall be very proud of your future Correſpon- 
dence ; and deſire you to believe, I am very fin- 
cerely, 


SIR, 
Your moft Faithful and 
moſt humble Servant, 


The FazE-Tzixk MR. 


Ne 94. Friday, Feb. 12. 1718. 
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* 


eras Ni] Jn/cins off bene quam munita tenere 
Edita Doerina ſapientum Templa ſerena, 
Deſpicere unde queas alias, paſſumque videre 
Errare, atque Viam palantes guerere lite. 
Luczer. 


— * * 


THE following Part of the Hiſtory of * A/tolfo 

may, not improperly, be ſtyled, an Account 
of his Travels through the numerous Ranges of 
Pillars, peopled with Genies; who ſeemed a little 
Fairy World, as they were diſtributed into various 
Climates, and diſtinguiſhed by the different Mien 
and Habit of the Nations affizned to their Care. 
The Pleaſure of paſſing through theſe mazy Walks, 
and ſurvey ing, as it were, the habitable Earth con- 


tracted within ſo narrow a Compaſs, would have 


proved a fruitleſs Toil to the wandering Lover, 
had he not been inſtructed by his Fairy Guide in 
the Geography of the Building, and aflifted by her 
in his Search after thoſe ſympathetick Scales, which 
ſwayed the Heart of his Liſurda, and turned the 
Fortune of his Love. | 
Having now left the Grotto, and paſſe] the 
Plain that lay before them; the Knight-Errant and 
the Enchantrefs entred the marble Grove of Pile 
Urs, on the Eajt-fide: Where they tound them- 


ſelves 
N88. 
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yes furrounded with a ſwarm of groteſque Ge- 
nies, of a ſweet Aſpect, and a gentle, ceremonious 
Behaviour. They appeared extreamly civilized, 
and full of curioſity to fee and entertain Strangers; 
though they refuſed any Correſpondence with the 
neighbouring Genies, whom they were jealous of 
admitting within the Columns that bounded their 
Territories. Theſe ſubtile Genies ſhewed great Ap- 
jon and Dexterity in the Management of their 
Scales, though they were very ill furniſhed with 
Weights ; thoſe, their Country afforded, being of 
2 rude antique Mold, and ſpurious Alloy, and 
ſtamped with ſuch a prodigious Variety of obſcure 
Characters, as coſt them inhnite time and pains to 
T is made them pathonately fond of the 
new Weights, which had been lately introduced 
amongſt them by a certain fraudulent Race of Ge- 
mes, from a remote quarter of the Building. 

 Afilfo much pitycd theſe good-natured Genies, 
who wanted thoſe neceſſary Inſtruments of Know- 
ledge, which others, who were more plentifully 
flored with them, often deſpiſed. But he was in- 
formed, that large Magazines of proper Weights 
were prepared, to ſupply every Part of this magni- 
ficent Temple, when the deſtined Period ſhould be 


Faom theſe Realms of native Wit, and Inge- 
nuity, the beauteous Sybil conducted her Charge 
through a large Plantation of Columns, allotted to 
2 Race of Inhabitants very different from the for- 
mer. The Genies here were ſoft and effeminate 
in their Manners ; but, of a fierce and favage Dif- _ 
polition. . They wore Turbans on their Heads, 
and their Habits were rich and majeſtick. There 
were, amongſt them, a great Number of Nymph- 
like Genies, tripping up and down in gay, wanton 
Dreſſes; Crouds of whom were frequently ſeen 
con- 


184 TheFzxrr-Tu INxz*r. NU 
contending for the Dominion of the ſame | 

and palling it (each of them) different ways, 
great 
was unknown, 


kept them more ſteadily poized. 
This mighty Monarchy, which conſiſted of ac- 


cumulated Empires, and had ſpread it ſelf over al- 


moſt half the wide extended Colonnade, afforded 
little Variety to our Traveller; who paſſed on, re- 
: When, on a ſudden, his Ear was allured 
by a foft Harmony, reſounding from a beauti* 
Range of Pillars, ftai with the richeſt Veins of 
Marble, and adorned with the moſt finiſhed Sculp- 
ture. The Roof was fretted with Gold ; the Pave- 
ment inlai-* with Jaſper, and wrought in curious 


Figures by the Skill of the Genies; who had forſaken | 


the Task affigned them, ard were more e 

amuſing themſelves with a thouſand idle Arts and 

.hventions. Some employed the Pencil, or the 

Chizel ; others touched the Lute, or ſung to variety 

of Inſtruments. The neglected Scales hung empty; 

and the Heaps of Weights were ſwept away from 
the ſhining Floor, as uſeleſs Lumber. 

Tu Elder of the two Genies, who waited on 
the Ruler of this delicious Place, was ſupinely laid 
on 2 Bed of Poppies ; on which he had flept above 
a thouſand Years. The ſtricteſt Orders were given, 
that none ſhould difturb his Repoſe: And the moſt 


powerful Enchantments were perpetually renewed, | 


to confirm his Slumbers. In the mean while, his 


& and Violence. The Uſe of Weights 
this barbarous Region: * 
But, the want of them was amply ſupplyed by lietle + 
brazen Scymeters, laid in the Ballances; which 


wicked Fellow-Genie aſſumed an imaginary Em- 
pire; and tyrannized, with a triple Crown on his 


Ta: pious Afolfo killed the Feet of this Purple | 
Emperour, and received his Bletiog : This * 
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ng of Bulk idity. 
Vows, the Smiles of 

, the Truth of Komances, 
or the Schemes of modern Orthodoxy, were hour- 
ly weighed in them, with a Exactneſs. 
ohe, obſerving the Ballance of a late gloriou. 
Monarch, to be loaded with ſeveral exquiſite Cu- 
noſities of this kind, would have taken the liberty 
o play ſome more ſubſlantial Weights againſt them: 
But, he was oppoſed in his Deſign by the Guardian 
Genes, who watch over the Fate of Kingdoms, 
and are very folicitous to hinder the Scales of 
Princes from being overburthened. 

Tu impatient Lover, at length, drew towards 
the end of his Travels; and, was pleaſed to find 
Aimſelf encompaſſed with a Circle of Gallant E/- 
ſtrutting up and down in fhort Cloaks and 
baltla's, who flocked about him with Admiration, 
gand faluted him in his native Language. The Spa- 
Writer paſſes a great Compliment on this 
reer of the Temple; which he feigns to be in- 
iel only by gad Genies: But, his 3 
* O 


= 


ken Cords, ſo as to — 
by Conſent. "Theſe flender 
the Defciency of Weights; 
a great Number of empty Scales ing on the 
Weight in ſome ſingle Scale, by which they were 
jointly ſwayed. Theſe Aſſemblages of Scales, thus 
cloſely combined together, formed, in effect, ſe- 
parate Clans; the leading Genies of which were 
iſtinguiſhed by the Title of F/eight- Bearers. In 
each of theſe Clans, the Genies paid a blind Ho- 
mage to the Manager of the loaded Scale, to which 
their own Scales were linked; nor could they free 
themſelves from his Tyranny, but by cutting aſun- 
der thoſe ſilken Snares. The Leaders, jealous of 
their Power, took all imaginable Precautions to 
prevent this Miſchief: But, in ſpite of all their 
Care, ſome Rebel Genie, ſeduced by the Love of 
Liberty, from time to time, unſetteted the Cluſters 
of Ballances, and gave them to fwiag at large. 
Upon every ſucceſsful Attempt of this kind, the 
Clattering of the Scales, and the Contention of the 
Genies, filled this Region of Pillars with inexpreſ- 
fible Tumult. 

THERE was, moreover, in this odd Corner of 
the Temple, a peculiar kind of Weights, which 
alternately transferred their Vertue from one Scale 

4 to. 
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the other, with a reciprocal Motion, reſembling 


_— 

happened to be governed by theſe ſhifting Weights, 
every Page of his would be with In- 
confiftencies and Contradictions : And the ſuddain 
Return of the Ballance would, ſometimes, nick a 


of his Adventures led him that way) as will now 
remain for ever concealed, I ſhould be tempted 
v ſupply this Defect in my Authour, by a little 
innocent Fiftion ; was I not apprehenſive, I might 
be agt to turn the Obſervations of this Stranger, 
wo much to the Honour of this fickle People, 
which is (I confeſs) very dear to me. 


N* 953. Monday, Feb. 16. 1718. 


Mala mens, malus animmns. 


111 
—— 


HE following Letter came loaded with a 

. Bullet ; which upon breaking open the Seal, 
ell into my Hand, to my no ſmall Surprize. 

S1, 


3X, 
* HE Half-ſheets, you oblige us with, 
« Trident clentarnd — 
I take the to your f| Animad- 
<< verſions on a Method of breaking Wi 
* now much in vogue; the Practice, not of 


** 2-rafcally Mob, but of Men of Equipage and Fi- 


*© gure ; not only out of Hackney, but ſometimes 
< out of their own, Coaches and Chariots. 

< From this faſhionable Amuſement, I and 
s ſeveral of my Neighbours have ſuſtained great 
„Damages, for three Nights ſucceſſively. A poor 
*© Barber who fhaves for T wo-pence, had above 
* fifty Shillings worth of Crown-Glaſs demoliſhed : 


„A Seamſtreſs has been ſerenaded much to the 


* fame Tune, beſides keing fadly wounded by the 
ſplinteted Glaſs: And a China-Shop, in the 
Strand, has ſuffered to the Value of feveral 
* Pounds Sterling. | 

Ir would be endleſs to enumerate the parti- 
<<. cular Miſchiefs, the Frights, the Mifcarriages, &c, 
© occahoned by theſe Tetun-Gablins; eſpecially, 
<« ſince they have found out a cheaper, and more 
5 effectual, Sort of Small-Shot, of which I encloſe 
S* a Sample to you: From their former Extrava- 
gance in Half-pence, they are come to the I hrift 
* of Lead-Bullets ; ufing the Metal of their Brains, 
“ inſtead of that of their Countenances. By this 
Improvement, they boaſt, that with five Penny- 
„ worth of Ammunition, and five Shillings in 
Coach Hire, they can deftroy fifty Pounds-worth 
of Brittle- Ware. One would imagine, they 


« were retained by the Company of Glaſters, did. 


„ not their Rank ſeem above little Neceflities, 


* ile their Practices level them with the meaneſt 
of the People. 


« TRE 
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ru good-natured Free-Thinker cannot but 
® cenſure ſuch unprovoked Outrages: And, ſhould 
* the Publiſhing of this Letter (aſſiſted your 
* Reflections) make theſe Handy-Craft Wits a- 
& ſhamed of their malicious Folly, you will juſtly 
© merit a hearty Addreſs of Thanks from all the 
* Safh- Window Shop-keepers in London and - 
* minfter, and particularly oblige, 


"Generous SIX, 
your conſtant Reader, 
great Admirer, and 
moſt humble Servant, 


— 


* 


T. C 


4 p. S. When a Coach has been ſtopped, and 
„ the Perſons therein accuſed of the Fact; t 
have evaded the Charge, and atoned for t 
„ Guilt, by Vollies of Oaths, and violent Threats.“ 


{| Tat fprightly Gentlemen, who ſignalize them- 
ſelves in theſe unmanly Atchievements, ſhould con- 
fider, that a poor, induftrious Shop-keeper may, b 
their Frolicks, be at as great an Expence in a 
to repair his Saſhes, as would maintain his Famil 
for a Month. From this obvious Confideration, 
would fain carry the Reflection a little further, 
and have them know, that the Delight they take 
in aggrieving their Inferiors out of meer Wan- 
tonneſs, ſhews fo great a Degeneracy in their Na- 
ture, ſuch a genuine III- will towards Mankind, as 
renders them even more contemptible than petty 
Criminals, who lic under a Temptation to Wicked. 
neſs 
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them Wiſer; f otherwiſe, it would be Labour 
loſt, even to bray them in a Mertar. g 


I ſhall, now, anſwer the of one of 
my Female Pupils, whoſe — will not bear 
Delays; and, to whom the Loſs of Time might 


prove an irreparable Injury. 


Dear Fxtr-TrixKER, London, Feb 2, 1918, 
274828 who made his Addreſſes to 
cc 


« Fortune: My Perſon is not di 
* can pronounce thoſe irrevocable Words, for Bet 
64 ter, for M irſe, to any Man, I like; having no 
< body to controul me. 

« THEREFORE, I arning 
© Batchelours (for a Widower is my Averf on) that 
< if I could meet with a young Man about twenty- 
<< four, of — Principles, and a 
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<< and Places of Abode to 
* Intimation in your 
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® choice of that Candidate for a Husband, whoſe 
& Vertues come neareſt to my Wiſhes. I am fin- 


E cerely, SIR, 
Dur conſtant Monday 
and Friday Reader, 
MinanDa, 


« P. F. I once more bar all Widowers; and 
a every Batchelour, turned of twenty-ſix,” 


I heartily with 3/irande good Succeks : But, I 
am afraid, ſhe is ſomewhat roo ſcrupulous, if not 


z little chimerical in her Choice. She ſeems to 


require a Young, Diſcreet, Facetious, Induſtrious, 
Orthodox, Maiden, Husband ; a Rarity, in _ 


arapce, not to be met with, throughout this po- 


City. 
— "_ in the firſt place, adviſe my 


bir Reader, to make a larger Allowance in Years; 
and not to reject a Candidate of Thirty, who has 
not lived too haſtily. It is likewiſe my Opinion, 
fie ſhould infiſt more upon the Perſon's good Senſe, 
and leſs upon his Wit: Facetious Men are, 8 
moſt part, not greatly addicted to Induſtry; 


ther are the Induſtrious, re 
Joking. 


I am much at a loſs, how to fignify, to 
the Candidates, the preciſe Meaning of my kind 

as to Orthodox Principles: I wiſh 
he had particularized the Articles, ſhe would have 
dem ſubſcribe, before they enter into Matrimony. 
I will ſuppoſe for the preſent, that Miranda means 
w more, than that her Husband ſhould think, in 
ll Points, as ſhe thinks; and whether, that be a 
raſonable 1 7 21 1 muſt lcave to her Deter- 
mnation ; Only, I * 
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nity, it is not only of a very delicate Nature; but 


a molt ſingular Merit, in the preſent Age: But, 
as the Natzrali/?s have not yet been able to aſcer- 
tain the Proofs of it; I adviſe the Lady (that ſhe 
may not for ever live a Maid) to take this Vertue 
upon Truft, 
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Ile fn; ffrer fron, Hic dextrorſum abit ; unus — 
Errer; ſed variis inludit purtibus. * 
OR. 


12 compleat my Diſquſitions into the Na- 

ture of * Super/tition, and Enthufraſm, I ſhall 
cloſe my Reflections, with a parallel between theſe 
too groſs Impoſitions upon Mankind, commonly 
miſtaken for Religion. This will give me an Op- 
portunity of contraſting them in their ſeveral re- 
markable ; by which means, my Rea- 
ders will have a more diſtinct View of theſe fatal 
Delufions ; and be able to diſcern, wherein they 


differ, and wherein they agree. 5 


Sur ERSTIT ION diſcovers the ſurprizing Folly 
Enthuſiaſm the increcible Madneſo, which the Mind 
of Man is capable of: And, in this Light, the 
former ſcems to be of the baſer a 
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ragancies ; the Superſtitious trembles under Abſur- 
dities: The latter ſubmits to any Thing impoſed 
with a folemn Aſpect; the former diſdains every 
Thing, which ſprings not from himſelf : The one 
is Abjet ; the other Arrogant : The one a meer 
Shve in his "Temper, the Captive of imaginary Ter- 
rours ; the other either a compleat Tyrant, or Su. 
peridur to all Men in his own Conceit. 

As to the juſt Notions, which we ought to en- 
tertain of the Supreme Being ; Superſtition and En- 
thufiaſm equally corrupt -them : "They both repre- 
ſent him a cruel, fantaſtical, arbitrary Maſter ; 
and, make his Government of the World to be 
conducted, not by rhe Rules of Reaſon, but by the 
uncertain Determinations of his meer poſitive Will. 
Thus, Religion is overthrown, where either of the 
Evils prevails : Since the Ideas of the Divine Juſtice, 
Wifdom, and Goodnefs, are loſt in that fingle one 
of his Sovereignty. In this only, they differ ; that 
Superſtition leads Men to believe themſelves the 
Objects, while Enthuſiaſm carries them to efteem 
themſelves the Inſtruments, of his Partiality or his 
Vengeance. 

SuPERSTITION and Enthuſiaſm, likewiſe, 
equally darken the Underſtanding ; though not after 
the fame Manner: I he one extinguiſhes the Light 
e Reaſon ; the other dazles the Mind with a falſe 
Glare: The firſt produces Ignorance, through a 
Dread of Knowledge ; the latter, through a Diſdain 
o all Information. Superſtition wears out the 
lmprefions of common Senſe, by degrees; 
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ſome Suſpicion of their 


mot fag and deſtructive, in Society: 
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— cavet quad mox mutare laboret. 


. Hoa. 
To the Authour of the Fann-Tumxzn. 
SI R, | Jan. 22. 1718. 


ERE TI in an ill ſtate of Health, I ſhould 
* apply my ſelf to an able Phyſician; and, 
« 23 my xlind is under ſome Diſorder, I addreſs 
© m/ ſelf to you for Advice, without Ceremony ; 
& rot doubting of your Directions, and your Pity. 
Lam a voung Fellow, newly entered upon 
* the Stage of Buſineſs; and have nothing to re- 
© commend me to the World, but a common 
* Share of Underſtanding, improved with a Hop. 
Learning. I know not whether it | 
 ® pineſs, or my Misfortune, to have al U. Ms. Mo- 
dfeſty imaginable, without being Sheepiſh : But 
I hope, an oblizing, honeſt Diſpoſition towards 
all Men, can be no prejudice to me. I think 
I may boaſt of Gooud-Nature and Integrity, in 
* the moſt extenſive Senſe; ſince, after a Kick 
Examination of my Heart, I am not conſcious 
* of being in the leaſt inclinable to injure my 
* Neighbour ; or, to deal treacherouſly by my 
Friend. I am not of a Temper to write Injuries 
* in Marble, and Benefits in the Duſt. It is no 
* ſmall Pain to me, 2 acquit my felf 
3 « of 


11 TeFnrn ruin. N*® gy.” a 
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4 

* come acquainted with a Lady, inferiour to none 
* of her Sex in Vertue and fine Senſe. « 
be 

= 

4 

\ | ad 
Se flrong, Jo ſure, | | 

« Ms neither Time can change, nor Art can cure, a 


nion for Life; I am reſolved, 
* Conditioa not above the * * of the 
6 Wealthy, to continue ſingly iſerat ; rather 


- 


9 1 


; 
* * 


Faults, or I no Faults can foy ; 
is all Beauty, or all Blindneſs J. 


« Your Advice to my felf, and my 
Fund, mall be thankfully acknowiedged by, 


5 


of Induſtry and Frugality, tempered with ſuch an 
ö er 
Good | 


rit, and conciliate to him an univerſal 
-will, as well as procure him the Favour of 


his Superiours. 

As to the 8 of Feveriſhneſs, which 
appear in the violent and irregular Pulſes of my 
Patient's Heart; the moſt approved Julep, I can 
recommend to him, is to come to a ſpeedy and 
plain Declaration with the Lady ; and, 

to obtain full Aſſurances of her Fidelity, and of 
her Reſolution to give his honeſt Endeavours fair 
play, and cheerfully to wait the Event. If he can- 
not obtain this Satisfaction, and the Fair ſhould 
reckon the Want of Equipage n Wars: of Fug 
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competent 
him, when a Husband, as an Equal; and much 
less will ſhe regard him as her Super iour and Di- 


Ne 98. Friday, Feb. 27. 1718. 


| Paſtores hedera creſcentem ornate poetam 
Arcade; invidia rumpantur ut ilia „ 
IRS. 


vn. 


— — 


FF is an inexpreſſible Satisfaction to a candid 
Temper, to be employed in revealing the latent 
Merit of any Man: And, I am ſorry, that I have 
not frequent Opportunities of indulging my Heart 
in this Pleaſure. This makes me lay etl on ts 
firſt Occaſion of this kind, with Impatience ; eſpe- 
cially, ſince I hope to pleaſe all the Lovers of 
Poetry, at the fame time that I gratify my ſelf. 
From this Motive, I take the liberty to mention 
Mr. Nelſted for the Authour of the following Pocm ; 
young Gentleman, not yet greatly known by his 
Writings ; though he will not long remain with- 
out his Share of ES, . 
5 


* 


mera rz. Ng. 
T muſt acquaint my Readers, that this Poerh 
came to my Hands, without 2 Title prefixed to it; 
ſhall recommend it under the general 
Name of # Love Tale. There appears in it the 
Luxuriancy of a youthful Imagination ; a Luxu- 
ich is fo remarkable in Ovid: 
1 iti 
Poet in the 
Satisfaction of ſeeing, here 
made him the Delight : 
IEA 
revive in own 
be i r 
in 


Gee 
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the Nymphs, who random s beaſt, 
Lavinia ſpreads the careleſs Tri moſt > 
Fluff d with immortal Blum, where er ſhe moves, 

All Eyes attend her, and the Publick Loves. 

Free from Concern fhe ſeems, while Cronds admire, 

And, with unconſcious Beauty, wakes Deſire: © 
UnrivaPd in the heedleſs Art to pleaſe, 

Pain to all Hearts fhe gives, her own at Eaſe. 


The Craud of Females ſhine in gay Bracades, 
e 
Hid in the rich Embarraſſments of Art, 

A Nymph tis, of ber 25 the ſmalleft Part. 
Lavinia, zor with Stars is dreſt, 

Ner Rubies bleed in Croflets an her Breaff ; 
The Perſian Laam, aud glittering Tiſſue, ſcarn'd, 
She beaſts more enuy d Graces, 4: 

Neo Aid, from Caſt, ſhe needs ; for Nature's Care, 
With a free Hand, induly'd her to be Fair. ; 


2 by *9 fr 9 Needed 


Her 
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Opening ot large the Fre of Dely 
finiſh'd Figure, not retouch'd by Art, 
Imprints a laſting Image on the Heart. 


The matchleſs Nymph, &er Nature's genial Fire 
Warm'd her 'd Boſom to Deſire, 
By Virgin- Legends to in betray d, 
R uighr nr Foo + a Maid: 
From Man and Hy men's dreaded Rites ſbe flew, 
A Rebel is the Foys, ſhe never knew, - 
Nee d her Sex's Fartune not to ſhare, 
| find ſhun, alike, the Fally and the Care. 
1 Naiſe remov d, 
The ſhady Weed and limyid Stream fhe d. 
| e 
2 
Now, 2 2 ed the — 
Through the gr & 2 Loco ly Lawns 
IN, 2 plea d ale to fHray, 
ut Shades ſhe marks her pathlefs l ay. 
* —— ough Nature's IWirks ſbe joys to rove, 
She never thinks of Nature's Parent, Love. 


The Scene, that be Lavinia's Leifure, ſmil'd 
Vith Hills, and alc, and Waeds, a blooming Wilde. 
She ſhun'd the fultry Ray in Faſimin Bow'rs , 

She trod on Carpets of ſweet. fmelling Flaw'rs : 
Where er ſhe turns, luxuriant Landskips riſe, 
And fill ſhe breathes in Aromatick Skies : 
For, with the Day ſpontaneous Sweets are born, 


Aud ſhed the ant Fr the Morn. 
* 
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Ecchoes and rude Caſcades are heard around, 
IWhile with foft Murmurs, through th* enchanted 

 Gramund, * 
A winding Rivulet ſhapes 
And ſhews a ſhining Bed of Sands below : 
WWide-branching Trees are rang d on either Side; 
The branching Shadows tremble in the Tide. 


This chaſte Receſs, this unfrequented Shade, 
By Day for s, by Night for Fairics made, 
Lavinia's Hours, devoid of Care, empleys; 
And fooths her Soul with fond, ramantick Foys. 
Off, in the ſiluer Stream, her ſelf ſbe views ; 
And, often pleas'd, ber Likeneſs oft” renews - 
There, Grace in Dreſs ſbe learnt, in Motiin Eaſe ; 
And praiſed, though ſhe knew nat why, to pleaſe. 
New, ſome Paetick Tale her Mind relieves ; 
Aud now ſhe bathes, and now ſhe Garlands weaves : 
A tl-2fand Follies, to amuſe, ſbe tries; 
A thouſand different Ways, from Love, ſbe flies; 
But, all her thouſand Follies fruitleſs prove; 
And all the Arts, fhe tries, are Snares of Love. 


A youthful Suiter, ( Acon was his Name) 
Though hopeleſs to approve his faithful Flame, = 
fd her Beauties naked to explore ; 

And fill, the more he ſaw, he languiſb d more. 
Within a fecret Grot, clandeſtine laid, 
Of”, when ſbe bath'd, he view'd the heav'nly Maid: 
His piercing Eye ran quick &er every Part; 

And took in all Lavinia, but her Heart. 

As Painters Mafter-works, he ſcans her Cer, 

And dwells an Beauties d before ; 

Aud fpies out Graces, through her faultleſs Frame, 
Sa caft in Shades, fo nice, they want a Name. 


„ 
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Ne 99. Monday, March 2. 1718. 
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The Continuation of Mr. WiisrE o' Poem. 
N = 


0 F all, who fireve Lavinia's Heart to gain, 

She heard, with len Reluftance, Acon's Pain : 
Met proud to ſcorn, nar kind te eaſe his Fate, 

oe to love, but wanting Power to hate; 

His growing Vertue, laviſh to commend, 

| She w 2 10 theſe Jertues in a Female Friend 

All fhe could give, fe gave; and ſtrove to ſhow, 

She was not Acon's, but his Paſſian 8, Foc. 


Once, on a Day (a moſt auſpicious Day !) 

While in his Grat the longing lay, 

She came (her wanted Hour) to bathe, undre/t. 

Miſdeeming naug ht, ſbe loas'd her flowing Jeu 

=” by wanton IFinds, was wav d aſide; 
And only fanu'd the Limbs, it us'd to hide. 

The needleſs C „ now, apart ſbe threw ; 

And gave her ſpotleſs Form, entire to View : 

A Blaze of Charms, unveil d, the Fefal ous, 

4nd Beauties in a bright Aſſemblage =* 

A while, her watry Pidture ſhe ſurvey 5 

made; 


Pleas'd with the Fair Creation, * 
Then, ſtepping in, defac d the Rival $424k. 
ding to the Stream, around her throng 


The liquid Waves, and bear the Nymph - 


Her 


206 WTK Ex N*gg. 


Her pliant Limbs the liguid Waves divide; 
And ſhine, like — rble, through he Tide; 
_ #s Lilkes, — cear? the Sight * e 


And now, her fportive Exerciſe is „er, 


Cool, from the Tail, fhe ſeeks the fte ry Shore: 
Stretch'd on the tender Herb, with C fps ſpread, 


thr Jon Arm fue bor bowling 2h 


Her gentler Thoughts, — ; er the Maid. 
| Half naked, cover'd half, ſupine ſbe lay, 
| In Sight of Acon, and the Face of Day. 
How ſhould th* impatient Youth an Objef bear 
(4 49. gn, Fe ) —_ Fair / 
orth from ngs, rejolv'd to prove 
Th bbs Hears if fa — 7 
Neſalv d, howe er, bis certain Fate to try, 
To live below'd, or by ber Scorn to die. 


Her nearer Beauties give him new Surf iſe : 
He view) her all at large, except ber Eyes; 
Her Eyes alone the Power of Sleeb withdrew. 
He view'd her Lips; but, could nat only view : 
He gently Joys: and fearful of the Bliſs, 
Ræuiſ d, with doubtful Foy, a haſty Kiſs. 
The Virgin flarted ; and back ſprung the Swain, 
With Fear half dying ; but, his Fear was vain: 
Far, tas not the hind Kiſs, that made her ; 
*Twas not the Kiſs, that trembled from her Heart. 
The flighted God of Love, who long addreft 
His Shafts, in vain, againſt Lavinia s Breaſt, 
Had ſent a pannick Viſion to alarm - 
Her Soul, faſt-fetter'd in the fleepy Charm. 
Before her, flands the Image of Rape; 
Aud ſhews the Raviſher in Acon's Shape : 


ts 9 * *2 tb. vs te © Ph Woh AS KIFI44-F 
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The frong Deluſion paints 
Eager to ſeize, and ruſhing to his Foy. 

She udders at the Crime, and fain would fly ; 
Her Feet ſeem fa ww Id mw ay rag 
New, his . aſp ſhe ftrnggles to elude ; 
New breathleſs ies, —＋ Love ſubdu'd : 
The Phantom, with fuch E deceiv d, 

Her Colour vary d, and her heav'd, 

And broken Sighs, and troubled Murmurs ro/e 3 
M dubious Tokens of her fancied Mes. 


Acon perceiv'd the Tumult of her Mind, 
And, what the Bream ſuggeſted, - : 
What could he do to fir bo 


engthen the 
And to her waking Heart her Fears repeat 
Led by bis happy Gueſs, _—_ Deir 
Grown cunning to coantrive, and apt to 
2 eben, . 
And his pure Limbs aut - bine the 
Panting and freſh from fluſhing Foys, be pow; 
And with diſſe 3 * 
Th' Event may happy 
Precipitate her Harte, or 


or feed be „ Les 
Then boldly het him give Fancy 
Hi meds not fear, whe u d of He 


Now, from the Fog in' Eyes the Slumber fell; 
And Love, _— diſſolves the drouſy Spell. 
| Her Lover ſeen, pr pee, — 3 

S e wil 
She ſhuns his Look, her Eyes in doubt 
Her Eyes ſee only to confirm ber Fears : 
Her Poſture, and her Dreſs, the Place, the Youth, 
A the Fraud, and give it Force like Truth. 
Sunk in Confuſion, and oppreft with Shame, 

She now uo longer doubts ber injured Fame : 


. 


- 


A 
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On Rage, at ft, 272 Theaghes are bent 5 
But ſoon, 44 Rage i; /þ 
She pines, ſhe droops, a Reef) 

And 2 ber P rief. 

Speechleſs, a while, with dituncaſt Loot, He lies, 
The Anguiſh — from her Eyes : 

At length her Head th* a — Nymph uprears, 
And adds * moving Accents to her Tears, 


6 ten. oe xs, for Crimes unknown ta 


& Yet, how 7 I deſerve thoſe routes from Thee? 

Ga, baſe Pretender ta a Lzver's Name, 

« Falſe to thy Vows, and Tratour to thy Flame ! 

„ Inhaman Youth, my raviſh'd Fame reſtore ; 

«< But raviſh'd Fame, alas ! returns no more. 

« Ie Heavens, if Innccence can be your Care, 
i have 2 made it fatal to the Fuir? 

« Baſe Man, the Ruin of our Scx is born ; 

«© The beauteous are bis Prey, the ret his Scorn: 

** Alike unfortunate, aur Fate is ſuco, 

e pleaſe tas little, or we pleaſe tas much. 


The Cyprian Queen, who gives in Love Succeſi, 
And add gray the lucky Seaſons of Addreſs, 
Bebel with pitying Eyes Lavinia's Grief, 
And, by a Power Divine, apply'd Relief : 
bn that bleft Hour, ſbe taught her faucurite Swain 2 


The frightful Viſion kindly to explain; 
And give him Skill to. plead a Lover's Pain, 

The — perplex'd Deluſion fir he clear'd, 
Aud freed her Mind half the Its ſhe fear'd; 
Then, ſpoke his Pat ws ith ſuch tender Art, 
The melting Inſpiration touch'd her Heart : 

The — that did, before, ber Terrour move, 
Are now become hiducements ai! is Love. 


Naw 


* 
— 
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Neu Acon, the coy Nymph is. wholly thine - 
| any way uae oy Ay" 


the Suit, who ſow her, with familiar, Eyes, 
757 E 
ber kindling Flame 


The ſiucet C e he 'd, 
1 Ee Ll, al fot — 


With welcome Force he met ber yiclding Charms, - 
Aud preſs'd the faint Refifter in his Arms. 


The vanquiſh'd4 Maid ſoon roſe a Jpartling Wie; 
s Love, 


Roſe to new [9 oys, and nnexperienc” 
1 7 with Pleafures — 
its the limpid Stream, and ſhady ie ; 
24 wild 772 7 afte of J irgin-Bliſi refines, 
bad in the bright Amb brighteſt ſhines. 


"Pax licet interdum eft, Pacis i fc nunguam. 
Ov1D, 


e 


— — 


J SHALL now ſpeak to the Second 
Head of my Eighty-Firſt Lecture; wherein I 
have obſerved, That a Miniſter of State ſhould have 
« more diſtintt Knowledge of the Treaties and * 2 
actions, which baue been negotiated betiucen his 
fters, and ſuch States as are, or have been, in Al. 
ance with him; and more eſpecially theſe, _— 


Tv 
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redu- 
Cible to two Denominatione: Either they are Trea- 
ties of Peace; or, Treaties of Alliance. A Treaty 
of Peace is no more, than a mutual Promiſe not to 
hurt each other; 2 to perſorm 


Treaty of Alliance is a Covenant, which obliges to 
do, or not to do, Something; which (without ſack 
an Alliance) Men would not think themſelves 
bound either to do, or to avoid. 

Is both theſe Inſtances, the difficulty is; "That, 
——_— S 

Alliance, the 

s the Fruits of a Peace concluded, as well a 
particular Benedir, covenanted as the Conditioa 
: And this, without any Apprehenſion of be- 
diſturbed by EG LP 

never expect to enjoy Security, 
virtue of the fame Treaty: For, — 
the Name and A of Peace, it behoves the 
weakeſt to be as diffident and circumſpect, as if no 
Peace had been concluded. 

And, if this be the Caſe in pure Treaties of 
Peace, by which the contracting Powers only re- 
ſtrain each other from all Acts of Hoſtility ; what 
A 

are y ments, on 
. 7 on, Kean, or. Macy? 
of obtai what is covenanted is, 
I. Wn renter. Ties Minter, cheraligs, tes 
but ſmall Skill in Politicks, who trufts much to 
the bare Treaties of the Generality of Princes. 

THe whole Ad 
conſiſting in the Priority of Performance, a dexte- 
antes. — dr. + 


when 
nants 
enjoys 


the 
_ 


what Nature both teaches and obliges. Whereas, 2 


of Treaties of Alliance . 


STPSTRASHEEEOLPSETYOARPEHE SSEUTEESSESTEND 


ad. * 
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from his Maſter, and endeavour to draw the other 
to perform, firſt, what is covenanted for him 


. 
11 


11 
} 


FITE 


Ir 


AE 
729 
f 


Motives: Either from 
a mutual Diſtruſt of one or more, formidable Neigh- 
bours, and 3 common Deſire to be able to defend 
themſelves : Or, from a Joint - Purpoſe to obtain the 
ame Thing, appertaining to a third Power, as like- 


or, a common Intereſt to purſue: For, where-ever 
theſe Ties are all Contracks are made only 


for the Benefit of the ftrongeft, and to the certain 


Prejudice (if not Ruin) of the weakeft, Party. $6 
that, if any Prince cannot ſingly defend himſelf 
— — who is much more powerful, with- 


into an Alliance or Capitulation with 


him; be wall, by ſuch Alliance, be fooner over- 


thrown; more eſpecially if, in conſequence of the 
Alliance, he becomes obliged to make War upon 


a Neigfſibour, who is likewiſe ttronger than himſelf: 
Since it is much fafer to have many powerful Neigh- 
bours, tnan one. How many Princes and States 
are there in » who owe their Safety, entirely, 
to their being ſurrounded by powerful Neighbours; 
whoſe Jealouſy of each other protects the ſmaller 
717 becoming a Prey to any one 

the 
_ inferiour Rank, by being too intimately allied with 


the late French \Tonarch, have experignced this to 


de as true a Maxim in Politicks as in private Liſe; 
That a Man of a. ſmall Fortune is ſcon rumed by 
aſſociating with Companions, much ſu;cricur ta hin- 


From theſe. Reflections it may be concluded, 
That no wiſe Miniſter, who ferves a Prince of any 
conſiderable Power, will adviſe his Maſter (unleſs 
the Neceflity of Afﬀairs obliges him) to enter into 
Alliances with Princes, or States, {tronger than him- 
ſelf; but will, rather, chooie to make Leagues with 
ſuch Powers, as are inferiour in Strength: Becauſe, 
in this Caſe, he will generally have it in his power to 
covenant, that the weaker ſhall firſt make good his 
Part of the Engagement. And beſides, in all doubt- 
ful Points . (the moſt powerful of the Parties con- 
cerned being always the Expoſitours of all Treaties) 
where mention is made of injoining him to * 
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? And ſome Princes, at leaſt of an 
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m Article capable of being diſputed ; he will be 
ible to interpret it to his own Advantage ; ,not 
fay, that after the Performance on the other 
he will be or Vherey l 
ſhall judge convenient. 

Li r us, inthe laſt Place, conſider the Prudence 
of a Miniſter, who ſerves a Prince, or State, of an 
inferiour Degree of Power. If the Neceſſity of 
Aﬀairs obliges him to treat an Alliance with a 
Prince of ſuperiour Force; he will highly injure his 
Mafter, if he docs not contract, that the 
Party ſhall fir ſt execute what he engages to perform. 
For, if the Alliance be grounded upon a common 
Intereſt, the Superiour has little or no Reaſon to 
ear, when he has fulfilled his Engagements, that 
he ſhall be deceived by his weaker Ally. And, if 
the ſtrongeſt of the two Powers be un- 
willing to comply with this reaſonable Condition; 
he gives the weaker a juſt Suſpicion of his Since- 
rity ; r him not to enter into an 
Alliance, which (in all Probability) will turn very 


much to his Prejudice. 
GRATITUDE is entirely foreign to Politicks: 


And, States have no Rule of Action, but their In- 
tereſt, It is, I fear, paſt my Skill to reconcile the 
Integrity of private Life, with the Adminiſtration 
of publick Affairs. Between one Independent 
Power, therefore, and another, the only way never 
to be deceived, is never to confide. 
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aner- Tuns a 
at 2 cloſe Tranſlation of the Remainder of the 


FO Novel) on that ths, © win 0s Be. 
culties of Reaſon are more delicate. 

Tr1s Imputation might, perhaps, be very juſt 
in the Original; though it will appear, in the 
Tranſlation, very foreign to our Manners, and Sen- 


Tr... to his native 
Karration, in this florid and lofty Strain. | 


« Search after Wiſdom, from the 

- e * 

alier. No ſooner is he wages "age +, fu 

* kindred Genies, than he feels — Hh, BY — 


* riour Force of Gallantry, peculiar to 


I. 
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& try, The Crouds of Vulgar Ballances no longs 
8 his Attention; — a” 


Sport of 
* he 


tempes | 

guides him to the Seat of Grandeur ; the Scene 
« of the School of Honour; the 
« Mirrour of noble Paſfon ; the Court of Beauty; 
* the Paradiſe of Love and Conſtancy; or (to ſum 
« all earthly Glories) the ſtately Range of Co- 
4 Jumns, that compoſe MADRID. : 

„ AMoNG theſe, he ſingles out a beautiful Pf- 
« lar, on the Baſe of which was inſcribed, The 
« Prado. The poliſhed Ballances, ranged about it 
« in bright Order, were conſecrated to the lovely - 
« Paragons of Perfection, who frequent that happy 
« Place; and regulated the refined Paſſions and 
e exalted Sentiments of this charming Afﬀembly, 
<< by exact and ing Motions. 

Tu adventurous Youth would have com- 
« mitted great Diſorders among the fluttering 
« Machines, which already trembled beneath his 
&« Graſp, hid he not been prevented by the Diſ- 
& cretion of the Fairy-Prude; who thus inter- 
„ poſed, with a Frown, Let me firſt acquaint 
% you (ſaid ſhe) with the different Laws, by which 
* Female Ballances are governed, belore you pre- 
« fume, with a rude Hand, to diſcompoſe their 
« regular and harmonious Motions. Know then, 
© that Love and Honour are weighed againſt each 
« other, in theſe nicer Scales, in the fame Manner 
as Truth and Falikood employ the dull reaſon- 
ing Engines, which before took up your Atten- 
tion. And, as the folid Judzmenrs of your earthy 
«© Race are, meanly, determined by the deſcending 
„Weight; the aſpiring Thoughts of our Etherial 
Sex always mount upwards, and follow. the — 

66 
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be imputed to the falſe Ballances of Men. The 


1 It is, now, no longer unaccountable to 
humble Admirer anſwered the ſubmiffive 


* js the Errour of your inverted } 
6 rected ; ſince they move contrary to the Rule 
« of ours ? The ill Conduct we are under, in this 
« Reſpect, gives you ſmall Cauſe of Triumph, 
& (replied the Enchantreſs, ſmiling ;) and is rather 
& 2 Diſgrace to the deceitful to whom our 
« Undc: ſtandings are reſigned. 

« Tyr Source of Paſſion (continues ſhe) is 
originally implanted in our Sex ; as that of Reaſon 
“ is in yours: The former is derived to from 
6 us; the latter we receive in return you. 
© This Communication is performed by a mutual 
«© Attraction between the Scales of the two Sexes, 
* imparted by the Touch, as they hang promiſcu- 
«© ouſly together. The attracted Ballances are, by 
this ſecret Sympathy, engaged in a Commerce, 
by which the Inclinations of the one are ex- 
changed for the Opinions of the other. Hence, 
© the nobleſt Deſires, that raiſe the Hearts of Men, 


© are excited in them by the elevated.Scales of 


„Women: And, the Errours of Women are to 


* Love of the faithful Swain does Honour to the 
© vertuous N ymph,who inſpired fo bright a Flame: 
And the good Underſtanding of the Nymph 
© ſhews the found Senſe of the Swain, by whom 
© ſhe is beloved; while every Miſtake of the Fair- 


| © one betrays fome favourite Coxcomb, lurking in 


w ks. 4 . 


r Heart. 


the diſcreet Damſel, whoſe 
© Opinion is ruled by the enamoured Ballance of 
2 1 26 alone, is truly 


Vol. II os ins 
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* - 
formed ; while the reſt of her miſguided Sex 
= 6 curkd wich the Follies of Erring Lovers, in- 
are 


* Ks of 85 

2 Fus antemive Jug (thus 22 
þ « zkilfut Futoreſs) again turned 4 
« Circle of gli ing Machines 


Hero, of great Honour, 
- = "= diſcover” 
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for which the Caſtilian Lan 
.66 but, in its own native 
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Dodd Weights, with the fantaſtick Ima- 


* or the Malice of the Genie that directed it) the 
« Scale remained not long in the ſame favourable 


Fus important Affair diſpatched, he had 
* now Leiſure to examine the Ballances of Poets, 
and other tanciful Writers, who deal in Works 


* of Wit and G To the Regulations, he 
made amongſt our Genies, we owe 
* ſeveral of the moſt finiſhed Pieces his Age pro- 


* duced. This handy Critick obſerving a Set of 


102 
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„ roes of his Lineage, ho gave them a Tos into 
© the Scale of Miguel de Cervantes ; from whence 
<« there inſtantly | out the Figure of an armed 
„ Knight, whoſe odd Appearance {hook the Genies 
« with unextinguiſhable Laughter, and made the 
« whole Temple ring with Applauſe. . 


« Wulle Ale was thus employed, his 
« Guide — him, that the Time limited 
« for his ſtay in the Temple was expired. He re- 


« tired with much Regret ; having ſpent all the 
« precious Moments in obſerving and ſetting right 
the Ballances of others, and neglected the Op- 
<< portunity of A his own.” 
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Ividus, iracundus, iners, vinofres, amator, 
Nemo ade ferus eſt, ut non mite/cere poſit, 
Si modo culture Ne commodet aurem. 


Hor. 


— 


8 8 


Ou Minds are furniſhed with a certain Set 
of Affections, which are not only the Tokens 
of our Humanity, but likewiſe requiſite to the Per- 
ſection of our Nature: And, whoever attentively 
conſiders Mankind in general, will find the fame 
Train of Deſires in the Heart of one Man, as 
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hee) to be accounted as Monſtrous, as his Body 
would be, were the Members of it Supernumerary, 
of Deficient. It is likewiſe a notorious Deformity 
in the Mind, when any Paſſion out of Size 
and Proportion : Since Nature given to the 
Soul a Symmetry of AﬀeCtions, as well as a Har- 
mony of Parts to the Body ; out of which the true 
Beauty of the one and the other ariſes. | 
Bur, notwithſtanding that Men are accommo- 
dated with certain Paſſions, peculiar to thei Na- 
ture; yet, the ſame Paſſions have not an equal De- 
gee of Activity in all Perfons, no more than the 


ame Number and Proportion of Limbs do give 


the fame Agility and Strength to the ſeveral Indi- 
viduals endowed with them. | 
HexcCe, chiefly, it comes to paſs that while 
we all have the proper Springs of Action within 
us, yet nevertheleſs (thoſe Springs differing in their 
Force) we differ ſo widely in our Characters : 
And hence it is, that particular Perfons fo emi- 
nently ſurpaſs the Generality ; ſome in Vertues, and 
others in Vices : And, that Men of uncommon Ex- 
celencics are frequently hurryed into no leſs un- 
common Irreularities ; and that on the other hand, 
Men of moderate Vertues are not often guilty of 
exorbitant V ices. | 1 
In ſome Men, the Paſſions are like Zephyrs ; 
and only fan the Mind gently :' In others, they are 
formy Winds, that engender Tempeſts, and of- 
ten break out into Thunder and Lightning. Thus, 
> and Reſentment, and Ambition, only warm 
Breaſt of Ub/7s ; but, are Wild-fire in 
the Heart of ha A ; 
To moralize theſe Reflections; I muſt obſerve 
w my Diſciples, that it is not in oùr power to 
rftify what is notoriouſly amiſs in the Make and 


Conſtitution of out Bodies: Some little Blemiſhes 
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the Confpiracy abetted by the late Czarowitz, had 
put an end to her Life in a very extraordinary Man- 
ner. It will hardly be believed, when I relate, 
that her Body was found half confumed by Fire in 
the Oven of a Bagnio, into which ſke had thruſt 
her felf. The Letter adds, that ſhe paſſed for one 
of the beautifulleſt Ladies in Rufſea. 


|. No 103. Monday, March 16. 1718. 


— Inflantem turbam wilenta procaram 
C ond:tione fugat. — — — 


— 5 2 — — — — 


Am pleaſed, that I have now a Day of Leiſure 

to promote the Intereſts of * Miranda, and to 
forward the Pretenſions of her numerous Admirers, 
Ever ſince I publiſhed the general Hanns between 
her, and the young Batchelours of Great- Britain, 
J have received daily Letters from Candidates out 
of the City, the Inns of Court, the Liberties of 
W:ftminfter, as well as out of the Country, even as 
far as Northumberland, | 
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I think, I have ſhewn my ſelf a very indulgent 
Guardian ; and merited greatly from my Ward, 
by procuring. ker more avowed Lovers, than any 
ns Lady in England can boaſt of: In a word, 
is (through my Care) raiſed, in a few days, to 
the Summit of Female Glory; being, at preſent, 
the moſt celebrated Toaſt about the Town. Her 
Name out-rivals every other Nymph's, upon the 
Glaſſes ; while, amongſt different Clans of Batche- 
lours, ſhe is drank under different Appellations. 
One Company fills a Bumper to the Rarity ; an- 
other to the Nice Virgin A Club of young Mer- 
chants drink to the Fair Alventurer; and fome 
Maſters of Veſſels have transformed her into a Ship, 
and (over a Bowl of Punch) with a good Voyage 
to the Speediwvell. | 

Is ſo great a Choice, Miranda cannot fail of 
pleaſing ber Fancy in a Husband ; provided ſhe 
does not, too ſcrupulouſly, inſiſt upon one imper- 
ceptible Accompliſhment. I own, I am very am- 
bitious to bring this Affair to a ſpeedy Concluſion : 
And therefore, I muſt, on one hand, inform ſome 
ſuſpicious Candidates, that the Lady's Letter is no 
Fiction of mine; and on the other hand, I muſt 
acquaint my fair Pupil, that ſome of her Lovers 
give ſuch Teſtimonies of the Sincerity of their In- 
tentions, that they have ſubſcribed their true Names, 
with the Places of their Abode; and moſt of them 
earneſtly detire, that Miranda would condeſcend 
to let them know, under what Directions they may 
appear before her; or, in what Manner ſhe will be 
pleaſed to reveal her ſelf to them. 

Mirandus addreſſes himſelf, To the dear Miranda, 
beneath the IV/illow ; Sircphon, of the Inner-Temple, 
thinks himſelf fitly qualified at preſent ; but, de- 
fires the Lady to be expeditious in determining ber 
Choice, becauſe he is upon the Verge of Six and 
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% | Am a young Batchelour ; and have had the E- 
« 3 gucation of a Gentleman: But, I cannot boaſt 
« of any other Qualifications which Mirands re- | +4 

« quires in a Husband. And yet, Sir, I ftand Can- |} 

« didate; and bid Defiance to all my dull Rivak. 
„ I like the Lady's Wit and Mettle : ſhe muſt 
as abs > bros Lab; cad] mand notinte, 
& but a free Acceſs, to be the Man. I know 
the World too well to value my felf, either up- 
« on my Modeſty, or my Good- Nature: And I 
have too refined a Taſte of Lite, to pretend to 
. << Jobriety 


. 
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Sobriety and Induſtry. But then, I am a com- 
pear Mater of Kar een and T can fin = 
fo well, that it ſhall even Nature. 
„I am likewiſe skilled in Palmiſtry, and know 
«© how to whecdle the Chamber-Maid. 

„ Tatse, Sir, are the Accompliſkments, by 
« which I doubt not of gaining a Lady, who has 
« her Fortune in her own Hands. I am already 
« in Extaly! And am my dear Miranda's moſt 
« paſſionate Lover, and devoted Slave, 


BoB SMART. 
I have only one Particular more to add, in or- 


To MIRANDA. 


ber I quit the ſingle Life, 
Be this the Model of my Wife. 
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And, in „ Smiles be ſcen 
A modeſ?, with a ch „Mien, 
As Panſes in Mu fie place, 

. Her Speech hit proper Silence grace. 


Her Cmver ſation ever free 
From Cenſure, as from Levity : 
An undifſſembled Innocence, 
Nat apt to give, or take, Offonce. 
Nor fond of Compliments, nor rude ; 
Nat a Coguetie, nor yet a Prude. 
Averſe to wanten Serenades ; 


Nor pleas'd with Midnight Maſquerade: : 


The Fertues that her Sex adorn, 
By Honour guarded, not by Scern. 
Not Superſtitions, nor Profane ; 
But, in Religion, greathy Plain. 


To fuch @ Virgin, fuch a Wifz 
I give my Love : 1 give my Lift. 


No 104. Friday, March 20. 1718. 
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if the very Climates had as powerful an Influence 
over the Qualities of Men, as they are known to 
have over the Virtues of Plants. The introducing 
of a new Race into a Country (an Experiment 
frequently made by the Irruptions of the Northern 
Nations into the K-man Empire) confirms this Ob- 
ſervation : The native Cuſtoms, Manners, and 
Tempers of thoſe Northern Swarms were, by de- 

aſſimilated to thoſe of the People they con- 

So that, in this reſpect we may reſemble 

Men to Vines: Tranſplant the one or the other, 

and for a while they retain their original Flavour : 

But, in time, they degenerate or improve; acqui- 

ring the Properties of the Soil into which they are 
tranſplanted. 

CS AR obſerved of the Gault, in relation 
to their military Qualifications, that they were 
brick and vigorous in an Attack ; but averſe to 
Rally, when repulſed : This Remark holds true in 
their Succeffours, the French; and will, probably, 
remain fixed upon the Inhabitants of thoſe Pro- 
vinces, fo long as the World endures. I with 
lcould, with Juſtice, compliment my Countrymen, 
by diſclaiming in their Name a Character (I fear 
indelible) which Philip de Commines has appropriated 
to them. He obſerves, that the Engi/if, though 
they prevailed in all or moſt of their Battles, and 
warlike Expeditions, were perpetually defeated in 
their Capitulations and T reaties of Peace. Few of 
my Readers, I believe, will think, that the Condi- 
tions obtained, upon the Concluſion of the laſt War, 

may be urged to falſify his Judgment. 
| From theſe Reflections, I thall proceed to the 
third general Head of my eighty-hrit Diſcourſe ; 
namely, That a Stateſman ſhould have, A perfect 
Knowledge of the di —＋ Interefis of his Neigh- 
leurs, and what on they bear te the true in- 
| tereſt 
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meint, Fluſhing, and the Brill (which great 
Predeceſſour kept in her Hands, as a Curb upon a 
new State of her own Creation) were fold, and de- 
livered up, for a trifling ion; 5 
ing, that near fix Millions of Florins were in 
Arrears. But, let this Overſight in Politicks be no 
Reproach to his Memory ; fince the 
of it have fortunately remedied the more fatal Ef- 
ſects of his Errours ; by ftr 
of a Nation, who, under the Conduct of the im- 
mortal King William the Third, proved the Sup- 
port of our almoſt fallen Liberties. 
Fon nine Vears together, was this blinded Prince 
' &deccived with the Hopes of marrying his Son (af- 


engthening the Liberties 
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_ Charles the Firſt) with the 
= promote the Match, what did 
4 He diſcountenanced all the Great Men, who 
Queen Elizabeth for their Services 
want the Sn Pow and at laſt, through the 
Infinuations of Gondomar, he cut off theHead 
of of Sir alter Raleigh ; who may, with Juftice, be 
filed one of the greateſt Men, not only of that, but of 
any other, Age. He, even imprifoned Members of 
Parliament, for only an Addrefs againſt 
the Match. So deluded was he, that to gratify the 
Court of Spain (which had the Confidence to urge 
their unnatural Propoſal as a Condition for what 
they afterwards owned they never intended to per- 
form) he ſuffered his Son- in-law, the illuſtrious, tho” 
_ unfortunate, King of Bohemia, his own Daughter, 
_ and Grand-Children, to be driven out of their Do- 
minions; and with them he ſuffered, likewiſe, the 
Proteſtant Intereſt to decline 1 1 4 
be near utterly extinguiſhed in France: And yet, 
all the while, he valued himſelf upon his Skill in 
Negotiation ; and con 
ber of Embaſſadors 


Memory of Man) attempted to enflave Europe: 
1 to this Crown, the Conduct of 
the Engli Court was yet (if poſſible) ae od, 
than that I have now mentioned. France, during the 
ſueceſſive Adminiſtrations of her two great Mini- 
ſters, Richelieu and Mazarin, had utterly extinguiſh- 
od the Farders of her incefline Wars ; and hed the 
only reduced the exorbitant Power of Spain (alrea- 
nn 

s) to a very moderate Degree of Strength; 
but, likewiſe, aſſumed thoſe Deſigns and Prerenhions 
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ta Empire, which Spain had long purſued in vain, 
Then, furely, it was the Intereſt of England to en- 
courage the declining, and to curb the growing Pow- 
er. Our Conduct however was the Reverſe. We 
abandoned our Attachment to Spar, when it be- 
gan to grow too weak; and, at a time, when we 
ought to have entered into A lliances for its Defence: 
And, we cultivated the Friendihip, and ſerved the 
Ambition of France, in the very Juncture our In- 
tereſt directed us to be jealous of it. 

No ſooner was King Charles the Second fixed 
on his Throne, than he gave up a very advantage - 
dus Treaty of Commerce, which Oliver Cramwell 

had made with France; becauſe it was traniacted 
by an Uſurper. W hereas, all Leagues and ] reaties, 
rightly conſidered, are national; and, natwithſtan- 
ding they are made by Cturpers, the Obligation 
extends to legal Princes, when they recover their 
Dominions : A Ductriue which France (had the 
Treaty been to her Advantage) would ſoon have 
explained to our Court. 

Nay, ſo far have Treaties been conſidered as 
national, that when a Sovereign has undertaken to 
break them of himſelf, his Subjects have been ex- 
empted by the injured Priace from the ill Con- 

of a War. And on this Foundation 
that I may prove my Allertion) was the famous 
tercourſe ( Intercurſus Magnus) between England 
and the Netherlands, made in the Year Fourteen 
Hundred and Ninety-five: In which it is expreisly 
ſtipulated, that ſuch Towns ſhould be exempted 
from the Calamitics of War, as ſhould not ſupport 
their Sovereigns in the Infraction of the Treaty. 
In the Articles of Peace, likewiſe, concluded (in 
the Year Twelve Hundred) between Philip the de- 
cond King of France and Jahn King of England; 
the Barons of cach Kingdom were made the Gua-, 
xantecs 
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nntees of the Treaty ; and were exprefily ſworn to 
take up Arms againſt their Sovereign, in caſe he 
| Gould firſt break the Conditions. 

Bu r to proceed; To gratify the French Court 
yet farther, King Charles the Second did twice (con- 
trary to the Intereſt of his own Crown, and the 
manifeſt Inclinations of his People) declare War 
againit a Nation, an Alliance with which may be 
fad to be more evidently the perpetual Intereſt of. 
England, than with any other Power upon Earth. 
He not only permitted, but aſſiſted the French to 
ative to that Pitch of Greatneſs, which all Eurepe 
has ſeverely felt, and lamented : He ſent over Ten 
Thouſand Men to affift them in fubduing Flanders : 
And, contrary to the common Senſe of all Nations, 
he furniſhed them with Timber, Seamen, Ship- Car- 
peniters, and Models, whereby they were enabled to 
rival us in naval Power. But what leſs eould we 
expe from a Prince, who accepted a Penſion from 
a Country, whence his Anceſtors had by their 
Swords exacted Tribute! 

Ir would be needleſs to enter upon more Par- 
ticulars : The Reader (who cannot be unmindful of 
our lateſt Errours) will, from what I have already 

ſaid, be convinced, that we have ſuffered abun- 

dantly, becauſe they, who have conducted our Af- 
fairs, have either been ignorant of, or (which is 

worſe) not wedded to, the true Intereſt of their 

Country. I may, hereafter, aſſign at leaſt very” 
probable Reaſons for our groſs Miſtakes in Politicks, 
through ſo long a Courſe of Time : But, before I 

conclude this Paper, I muſt remark, that now, 
when we have a Proſpect, through the Wiſdom of 
his Majeſty, of recovering, (or rather of acquiring) 
me Reputation abroad by our Negociations and 
of purſuing the true Intereſt of Great-Britain ; the 
Oppuſers of the preſeut happy Eſtablihment are 
the 


. 


234 NFA T AI EEA. N® nog. + 


Ne 10g. Monday, March 23. 1718. 


-———————- Mon Cour toujours conduiſant mon Eſprit, 
Ne dit rien aux Lefieurs, ud = 


dit. 
Bor LE Au. 
HAVE now twelve Months in the 


compleated 
Service of the Publick: A Service, in which I 


veral Subjects I have treated in the Compaſs of 
this Year; I can ſtill, upon a Review of my La- 
\bours, fay, that I am not conſcious of the leaſt” 
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iality in the Cauſe of Truth; and, that I have 


| all cok this eeond Half: Year in the ome 
Manner, in which I cloſed the firſt ; 1 4 
+ ncellary toe in profening wy Deb 


HavinG mor the firſt Half Year «gon wi 


Recapitulation of my Preliminary Leg ures, I thall 
only mention the Supplement to them, in the Eighty- 
4 Eighty-ſeventh, Eigbiy-Niuth, and Ninety- 
Papers; which I have not yet brought to a 
db nay Nevertheleſs, while I profecute the 
preparatory Work of rectiſying the ” Rane, and 
opening the Mind, for the Reception of Truth; I 
have ventured to enter two main Branches of 
Knowledge, Religion and Politicks. 
I firft lags. prog” Religion in the Tiventy- 
Second Paper ; which contains general Notions of 
Superſtition, Enthufiaſm, Atheiſm, and true Reli- 
gion. I have conſidered the Nature, together with 
the Cauſcs and Effects, of Superftition, in my Thirty- 
Fourth and Fifty- Fourth Diſcourſes ; to which I 
have added (in the Sixty Second) an Account of fome 


ſuper- 


ſuperſtitious Omen obſerved by the Ancients. Who- 
ever has recourſe to my Seventy- Fir, Seyenty- 
Seventh and Eizhty-Third Lectures, will find the 
Subject of Enthu/ia/m bandle'! in the fame Methed: 
And, to make theſe ſeparate Lectures one c mpleat 
Ellay, I have concluded them with a Parallel be- 


tween Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, in the Ninety | 


Sixth Paper. . | 
In the Fifty-Eighth Paper, I firſt attempted to 
open @ Courſe of Politicks ; which has been purſued 
in the Sixty-Fourth, Sixty-Ninih, Eighty- Fir/?, the 
Flandredth, and the Flundred and Furth, fo far as 
to initiate the Britiſb Youth in the general Princi- 
ples of Fiternal and of External Politicks : and, in 
theſe fix Diſcourſes, I have particularly en.icavour- 
ed not to ſpeak as a ſpeculutive Stateſman ; but, to 
recommend only ſuch Notions to their Conſidera- 
tion, as will hold in Practice. | 
Som, perhaps, may imagine, that I might 
make a ſpeedier Progreſs in my more ſerious Diſſer- 
tations : Not conlidering, what Leiſure it requires 
to examine Queſtions of a complex Nature, as well 
as of the utmoſt Importance, and to weigh their 
good and bad Conſequences, before the Judgment 
+ can be equitably determined. Beſides, I would not 
give 322 of Free-Thinking a juſt Occaſion 
- any time to exclaini againſt it, through my In- 
the Cauſe of Truth in a fingle Inſtance, or to lead 
any one of my Readers into an Errour, through 
Moreover ; my Fellow Subjects may eaſily 
—— that theſe are not written with an 
tention to irritate, and by that means confirm, 
Men in their Prejudices; but, to wean them gently 
from Partiality, and to familiarize them by degrees 
to 
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to the Dictates of Reaſon; hoping, that in time 
they muy be hab'tuated not to ſtartle at common 
Senſe, but to ſtand a T ruth, as quietly as Horſes of 
the higheſt Mettle are brought to ſtand Fire, 

F have hirted (.o early as my* third Paper) that 
many of my Lecturc: would require ſome Atten- 
tion, as well as a cool Head; a Notice I think not 
improper to be repeated, notwithſtanding that I 
about to cxprets all my Notions in the molt intel- 
| legible Language, and in the plaineſt Method. 

Inno conch: ade the Year, without animating 
my Countr; men, alreſh, to ftand up with Reſo- 
lution and Candour, for the ſober Uſe of their 
Reafon in its full Freedom; and to cheriſh ſuch a 
manly impartiality in their Hearts, as never to think 
an Opinion true, only becauſe they happen to like 
it; but, to be ready to like it, becauſe it is true. 
And, I &o ſtill inſiſt upon the Validity of my fa- 
vourite Doctrine; That Superſtition and Slavery 
can never tyrannize over a People, who are re- 
ſolved to have their Underſtandings in their own 
keeping ; and that, fo far as we ſuffer our Under- 
ſtandings to be checked by any Authority but the 
Convictions: of Reaſon, fo far we give up our Ver- 
tue, our Religion, cus L. and every ſocial 
Happineſs. 

Uro this 3 it 0 needs be a very 
melancholy Reflection to an honeft Man to con- 
| fider, what numerous Advocates are retained againſt 

Truth in this Nation; and, with what Clamour 
and Outrage they endeavour to make us deaf to 
the ſtill Voice of Reaſon : This, indeed, would be 
a Conſideration almoſt inſupportable to a vertuous 
Mind, had we not ſome gallant Spirits, who have, 
of late, undertaken to plead the Cauſe of Truth, 


with that Moderation and Force of Argument, 
| which 
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